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Introduction
The Central State Street neighborhood plan is being developed as part of the City of Schenectady
Vision Plan 2020 – the City’s first Comprehensive Plan since 1971. Ten neighborhood plans have been
developed as well as a policy-oriented City-wide plan and a series of catalyst projects. In addition, the
City is revising its zoning ordinance and other land management tools. Each neighborhood strategy
outlines the goals and policies and recommends changes in land use which will guide future livability of
the neighborhood.

The Central State
neighborhood must build
from its strengths to
address concerns
including increasing
absentee ownership and
deferred property

Located in the middle of the City, the Central State Street Neighborhood encompasses
approximately 350 acres. North Brandywine Avenue between I-890 and Bradley Boulevard provides
the northwestern boundary. Interstate 890 serves as the western boundary and Bradley Boulevard is
the eastern boundary. Fehr Avenue provides the southern boundary of this neighborhood.
The main commercial areas of the Central State Street neighborhood are located along State
Street and North Brandywine Avenue. Part of Central Park is located in the eastern corner of the
neighborhood. Community and institutional uses located in the neighborhood include St. Clare’s
Hospital, Central Park Middle School, Lincoln School, and the Duane Branch Library. (During the
preparation of this plan, it was announced that St. Luke’s Catholic School would not reopen next year.)
Albany Street, State Street, Brandywine Avenue, and McClellan Street are the major roadways of the
neighborhood.

maintenance.
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Demographics
According to the 2000 Census, the Central State Street Neighborhood had a population of 6,678.
Between 1990 and 2000, this neighborhood experienced a slight population loss of 1.5%. Minorities
comprised 44.3% of the neighborhood population. The Central State Street Neighborhood had the
second largest percentage of minorities among the City neighborhoods. The median age of Central State
Street residents was 28.6 years (second youngest among the City neighborhoods), while the median age
of City residents was 34.8 years. With the exception of school-age children (5-19), all other age groups
experienced population loss between 1990 and 2000. Seniors had the most significant decrease at
24.7%, followed by adults (6.7%) and pre-school children (5.0%). School-age children had a 27.7%
increase. In comparison, all age groups in the City experienced decline in population, except school
aged children (5-19).

Between 1990 and 2000 the
number of housing units in
the neighborhood
increased by 1.5% raising a
concern that residential
conversions are helping to
shift the housing base from
homeowner to renter
occupied.

According to the 2000 Census, the median household income for the Central State Street
neighborhood was $25,803. Census figures indicate that approximately 66.9% of households in the City
in 2000 were considered low and moderate income households and 20.8% of residents live below the
poverty level. Further, 45.8% of households in the City were very low income. In 2000, 74.1% of
neighborhood residents were low-and moderate income, 52.3% were very low income and 29.5% lived
below the poverty level.
There are 2,987 housing units in the Central State Street neighborhood, an increase of 1.5%
between 1990 and 2000. Owners make up 44.7% of the occupied housing in the City and renters make
up 55.3% of occupied housing. In the Central State Street neighborhood, 37.3% are owner occupied and
62.7% are renter occupied. During the past decade, the percentage of owner occupied housing has
declined, while the percentage of renter occupied housing has increased. The vacancy rate for rental
housing in Central State Street was 8.7% and the rate of for-sale housing was 4.9%. The generally
accepted standards for measuring availability in a healthy housing market are vacancy rates in the
area of 5% for rental units and 1% for purchase housing. The majority of residences were in one (29.0%)
and two family (42.8%) structures. Central State Street neighborhood housing is slightly older than the
City-wide average, with 58.5% of structures built before 1940. Median gross rent in 2000 was $545,
while median value of housing ($58,975) lagged the City-wide average by approximately $12,225.

Central State Neighborhood Plan
2

Schenectady 2020
Comprehensive Plan

Demographics
City
2000
Population Change 1990-2000
Minority Population

-5.7%

Central State
2000
-

-1.5%

25.5%

17.6%

44.3%

34.8 years

28.8 years

28.6 years

2.23

2.48

2.58

High School Diploma

77.8%

73.8%

73.8%

Bachelor’s Degree or Higher

19.0%

11.6%

12.8%

$29,378

$22,687

$25,803

Low/Mod Income Households

66.9%

68.8%

74.1%

Very Low Income Households

45.8%

42.3%

52.3%

0.1%

-

1.5%

Median Age
Average Household Size

Median Household Income

Although forty percent of

Central State
1990

Housing Unit Change 1990-2000

residences in the

Owner Occupied Units

44.7%

40.2%

37.3%

neighborhood are in two

Renter Occupied Units

55.3%

59.8%

62.7%

family structures, the rate

For-Sale Vacancy Rate

4.6%

2.4%

4.9%

Rental Vacancy Rate

9.3%

5.9%

8.7%

Units built before 1940

56.5%

68.7%

58.5%

Single-Family Detached Units

34.8%

26.6%

29.0%

Two-Family Units

33.7%

46.0%

42.8%

Three and Four-Family Units

12.6%

15.8%

13.8%

$548

$448

$545

42.2%

40.4%

45.3%

$71,200

$69,159

$58,975

25.0%

18.9%

31.3%

$365,997

-

$474,960

of homeownership remains
relatively high at over 44%.
Maintaining and
expanding ownership
occupancy is a key element
of this plan.

Median Gross Rent
Rent Burdened Households
Median House Value
Owner Cost Burdened Households
Assessed Value Per Acre
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Zoning

Note: This legend includes all zoning districts in the City of Schenectady.
Some districts may not be represented in this neighborhood.
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Land Use

Note: This legend includes all land uses in the City of Schenectady.
Some uses may not be represented in this neighborhood.
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Land Use
The Central State Street neighborhood consists of approximately 350 acres. About 39% of the land
is tax exempt. Residential uses account for 56.3% of all land use. The majority of residences are single
and two family homes. Recreation and entertainment properties comprise 16.9% of the neighborhood’s
land use, while commercial properties and community service properties each account for about 11% of
the land. Thirteen acres or 4.0% of the land is vacant. Small amounts of land are used for industrial
properties. The Central State Street neighborhood comprises 6.4% of the City’s land area and generates
7.6% of the City’s property tax revenues.

Central State’s residential
strategy builds on the
neighborhood’s strengths
including its excellent
elementary school and
convenient location near
employment, shopping and
recreation resources.

There are currently three schools located in the Central State Street neighborhood. Central Park
Middle School is located at 421 Elm Street and serves students in sixth through eighth grades.
Students who attend Lincoln Elementary, Martin Luther King Magnet, Paige Elementary, and
Woodlawn Elementary Schools go to Central Park Middle School. Lincoln Elementary School is located
at 2 Robinson Street and serves students from Pre-Kindergarten to fifth grades. St. Luke’s School,
located at 1252 Albany Street, serves students from Kindergarten to fifth grades, but it will be closing
at the end of the 2006 school year.
The main commercial areas of the Central State Street neighborhood are located along State
Street and Brandywine Avenue. Community facilities located in the neighborhood include a public
library and St. Clare’s Hospital. The Duane Branch Library is located at 1331 State Street. Established
by the Albany Catholic Diocese in 1949, St. Clare’s Hospital is a 200 bed acute care community hospital.
Central Park, the City’s largest park, is partially located in the Central State Street neighborhood.
It consists of 172 acres and provides a variety of recreational amenities including basketball courts,
tennis courts, a baseball field, swimming pool, tot lot, play equipment, picnic area, passive area, music
stage, and rides.
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Action Plan
Three neighborhood meetings were held to prepare this action plan. The first meeting, held on
October 20, 2005, discussed neighborhood assets and challenges. The second meeting, held on March 7,
2006, brainstormed actions that would improve the neighborhood. The third meeting held on June 20,
2006 reviewed the action plan and established priorities. The detailed list of goals and actions that
follows emerged from these meetings and outlines the key steps which will move the neighborhood
towards the vision expressed by the residents.
Each of the Schenectady’s ten neighborhood plans addresses the City’s vision for the future:

The marketing strategy for
the Central State Street
neighborhood will focus on
families who can be
attracted to the
neighborhood's strong
schools, walk to school
convenience and easy

“Schenectady is a city rich in history and heritage, and the very birthplace of American technical
innovation. Today, Schenectady remains a culturally diverse, yet contemporary community of
proud people who believe a brighter future lies within the strengths of their city’s many assets,
including beautiful parks, dynamic and architecturally unique neighborhoods, and the Mohawk
River that flows along its shores. Now, through 2020, Schenectady will actively build upon this
foundation of strength to become a highly preferred destination for Capital Region families of all
cultures and faiths, who seek quality homes and better schools in safe neighborhoods. They will
be joined by businesses both large and small, both cultural and technical, seeking to expand with
the benefit of an outstanding and educated workforce, and to thrive within a city poised to
continue is proud history of American achievement.”
Four vision elements frame the action plan for the next fifteen years:

access to a wide array of

•

Quality City Services Efficiently Delivered

services.

•

Great Homes in Safe and Stable Neighborhoods

•

Beautiful, Clean and Green Community

•

Quality Workforce and Growing Businesses
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Action Plan
Throughout the neighborhood planning process many actions and initiatives have been identified that
impact multiple neighborhoods. These programs are described in the City-wide plan. A summary of the
City-wide actions affecting this neighborhood is included at the end of this document. Zoning issues are
not addressed in this plan. They are addressed through a concurrent zoning review process.

Vision: Quality Services Efficiently Delivered
Goal One: Code Enforcement
CONDUCT AGGRESSIVE CODE ENFORCEMENT FOCUSED ON RESIDENTIAL ISSUES AND INVESTMENT PROPERTIES
WITH ONGOING MONITORING.

Community and
institutional uses located

Action 1:

•

in the neighborhood

•

include St. Clare’s
Hospital, Central Park
Middle School,

•
Action 2:

Lincoln School, and the
Duane Branch Library.

Concentrate enforcement on building neglect and property abandonment.

Tasks:

Create an inventory of “problem properties” that should be demolished including those
identified by residents on Brandywine Avenue, Albany Street and State Street
Work to expand neighborhood-based code enforcement by assigning a code enforcement
officer to the Central State Street neighborhood
Focus code enforcement efforts on Becker Street, Brandywine Avenue, and McClellan Street

Increase enforcement of nuisance abatement regulations addressing unregistered
automobiles, paving front lawns, and littering.

Tasks:

•
•
•

Create an inventory of “nuisance properties” for additional enforcement efforts
Review and update existing nuisance abatement codes addressing excessive noise, animal
control, alcoholic beverages, curfews, and garbage
Enforce prohibition against asphalt sidewalks and parking on lawns
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Action Plan
Goal Two: Public Safety
MAKE CENTRAL STATE STREET A SAFER CITY NEIGHBORHOOD.
Action 1:

Increase community police presence in the neighborhood and address identified public
safety concerns.

Tasks:

•
•
•

Expanding housing

•

options for seniors and
disabled residents is a
priority of the
neighborhood plan
including development of a

Work with police to address loitering at convenience stores and at the intersection of
Becker Street and Division Street and Becker Street and Brandywine Avenue
Install surveillance cameras on Furman Street and McClellan Street, and at either end of all
hill streets from Becker Street to Bradley Street to deter crime/drug traffic
Replace existing halogen lighting with brighter street lighting throughout neighborhood to
improve safety, especially on Furman Street
Assign a community police officer to the neighborhood who will work closely with
neighborhood residents and associations

Goal Three: Infrastructure
IMPROVE AND MAINTAIN RELIABLE INFRASTRUCTURE AND PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES.
Action 1:

Improve sidewalks throughout the Central State Street Neighborhood.

Tasks:

•
•

senior community around
Brandywine School.

•
•
Action 2:

Implement plan to replace sidewalks off of State Street
As part of a comprehensive pavement management program, inspect the condition of
pavement, curbs and sidewalks with initial examination of sidewalks on Nora Street, Fehr
Avenue, and McClellan Street
Improve curbs and sidewalks in front of Central Park
Create “walk to school” routes with safe sidewalks and traffic controls recognizing that
nearly all Central State Street children walk to school

Prepare plan for major public improvement projects

Tasks:

•

Address sewer problem on Furman Street
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Action Plan
•
Action 3:

Reconstruct, repair, and repave streets

Evaluate the need for additional and/or improved parking in the neighborhood.

Tasks:

•
•
•

Conduct a parking inventory and develop a detailed plan to address deficiencies
Examine opportunities to create pocket parking lots particularly in the commercial corridors
such as State Street and Brandywine Avenue and at the corner of Elm and State Streets
Examine the feasibility of creating parking lots at the rear of commercial corridor properties
to provide off street parking and develop a landscaping strategy which uses these lots as a
buffer between the commercial and residential areas of the neighborhood

Goal Four: Transportation
Increasing police presence,
including foot patrols, to
deal with increasing
criminal activity and
nuisances in the
neighborhood is a key to
the plan’s success. Adding
surveillance cameras at
neighborhood “hot spots” is
proposed.

IMPROVE AND MAINTAIN THE TRAFFIC CIRCULATION SYSTEM IN THE CENTRAL STATE STREET NEIGHBORHOOD
Action 1:

Review pedestrian and vehicular circulation patterns and make improvements to calm
traffic, and increase livability and walkability of the neighborhood.

Tasks:

•

Implement the Central State Street Study

•

Create an inventory of the existing condition of signage, crosswalks, curb extensions, signals
and special pavement treatments that define a safe pedestrian environment

•

Install traffic lights that chirp for blind pedestrians

•

Improve pedestrian safety on the Stone Bridge in Central Park

•

Clean up the appearance of the islands along Bradley Street

•

Investigate the feasibility of making Furman and Division Streets one way to improve
residential quality

•

Evaluate the feasibility of designating streets to be alternate one way streets during snow
emergencies

•

Correct exit sign off I-890 to list Brandywine Avenue as well as Michigan Avenue
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Additional parking in
commercial areas of the
Central State
neighborhood will enable
new business recruitment.
Well maintained sidewalks

Action Plan

the neighborhood.

Study the Brandywine and McClellan Street corridors for redesign options that enhance the
entrance to Central State Street and other neighborhoods to the north

•

Implement strategies to calm bus traffic at Central Park Middle School

•

Improve pedestrian safety around Central Park and the surrounding streets (especially Nora
Avenue and Central Park Road)

•

Install lighting on the Bradley Street islands (using electrical conduit from prior lights)

•

Mark pedestrian crossings and school bus stop at Bradley Boulevard and McClellan Street to
increase safety

•

Indicate the walk to school route around Central Park Middle School

•

Beautify gateway to Central Park at Bradley Boulevard and add directional signage in the
park

Vision: Great Homes in Safe and Stable Neighborhoods
Goal Five: Housing
MAKE CENTRAL STATE STREET A RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD OF CHOICE FOR CURRENT RESIDENTS, SENIORS
AND THE DISABLED, NEW FAMILIES AND QUALITY TENANTS.
Action 1:

will improve the
pedestrian friendliness of

•

Reduce absentee ownership by creating incentives for homebuyers to rehabilitate and
purchase two-family and multi-family buildings, and to reduce the number of units when
appropriate.

Tasks:

•
•

•
•
•

Identify properties with absentee owners and target homeownership and housing
rehabilitation assistance to these properties
Complete a housing conditions inventory to identify vacant and deteriorated structures as
demolition targets for new development, greenspace or parking as well as structurally sound
vacant buildings appropriate for rehabilitation
Identify subdivided structures and target structures that can be converted to fewer units
Strengthen existing building codes to reduce the potential for inappropriate conversions
Implement an initiative to sell or transfer abandoned properties to adjacent property owners
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Action Plan
Action 2:

Meet the housing needs of seniors and disabled residents.

Tasks:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Transportation issues such
as speeding, traffic
enforcement, and cut-

•
Action 3:

through traffic have been
identified as important

Evaluate the feasibility of developing senior/disabled housing at the former Brandywine
School or demolishing the building for a development site
Identify properties in the immediate area of the Brandywine School which can be acquired
and added to the proposed senior housing project
Conduct a market study to determine the extent of housing need and the type of senior
housing likely to be successful at the site
Create greenway linkages from the proposed senior housing site into the neighborhood
Conduct a market analysis to determine the feasibility of developing senior condominiums
Determine the feasibility of creating senior housing at the St. Luke’s site
Provide a minor home repair program to help seniors remain in existing owner occupied
housing
Determine feasibility of creating assisted living near St. Clare’s

Partner with St. Clare’s Hospital to create incentives for staff to own a home in the
Central State neighborhood and walk to work

Tasks:

•

issues.

•
Action 4:

Begin dialogue with St. Clare’s Hospital about incentive programs, and survey employees
about interest in such a program
Secure funds to match institutional commitment up to $10,000 in assistance for each
qualified homebuyer purchasing a first home in the neighborhood

Define a residential marketing strategy for the Central State Street neighborhood
focusing on families who can be attracted to the neighborhood's strong schools,
walk-to-school and work convenience and easy access to a wide array of services

Tasks:

•
•

Conduct outreach meetings with realtors to discuss the neighborhood’s assets and encourage
them to promote neighborhood properties
Produce a brochure for distribution by banks, mortgage companies and realtors
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Action Plan
Vision: Beautiful, Clean and Green Community
Goal Six: Parks and Recreation
CREATE NEW RECREATION FACILITIES AND MAINTAIN EXISTING PARKS AND GREENSPACE.
Action 1:

Make improvements to Central Park.

Tasks:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Central Park, the City’s
largest park, abuts the
Central State Street
neighborhood.
It consists of 172 acres and
includes a wide array of
recreational amenities.
Action 2:

Prepare a Central Park Master Plan
Implement the City’s 2005 Park Improvement List for the Central Park neighborhood
especially within Appleby’s Tiny Tot Land and at the “C Diamond”.
Repair stone wall along Bradley Boulevard and Elm Street at Central Park entrance
Improve maintenance in parks
Improve tennis courts and create public access to the stadium courts
Create linkages that tie Central Park to Vale Park through Bradley Boulevard
Create an entrance feature or archway for Central Park at the Elm Street entrance
Provide a dog park in Central Park
Protect Central Park nature preserve and limit encroachment by non-pedestrians
Control invasive species in natural areas
Repair chips in Central Park pool
Make Central Park playgrounds no smoking areas
Promote the Central Park greenhouse

Develop new recreational facilities.

Tasks:

•

•
•

Ensure that all land, formally and informally part of Central Park is classified as park land
including the green space currently used as a community garden on Fehr Avenue across from
the cemetery
Create a bicycle/jogging trail around the perimeter of Central Park
Develop a recreation field complex (soccer, baseball, etc.) combining Babe Ruth, JC fields and
the wooded area between in the area of Route 7 and Golf Road
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Action Plan
•
Action 3:

Investigate the use of the vacant lot at Henry and Albany Streets for potential
recreational/sports use or suitable community service or retail establishment.

Improve recreational amenities in the neighborhood.

Tasks:

•
•

Tour program of boulevard islands maintained by residents
Place trash receptacles near Central Park Middle School along Bradley Boulevard. Develop
partnership with the school to empty receptacles and maintain plantings near the school

Goal Seven: Landscaping, Gateways & Streetscaping
IMPROVE LANDSCAPING IN THE CENTRAL STATE NEIGHBORHOOD.

Central State will increase
neighborhood
attractiveness by planting
trees and installing spigots

Action 1:

Improve landscaping in the Central State Street Neighborhood.

Tasks:

•
•

to enable watering of

•

public landscaping and

•

the islands.

•
•
•

Develop tree planting/replacement program particularly along State Street and remove dead
trees on Elm Street
Enforce the tree ordinance and preserve existing trees in the neighborhood as part of a
City-wide urban forestry program and require that every tree removed be replaced
Install watering spigots or an underground irrigation system to better maintain boulevard
planting islands
Create a landscaped green buffer zone between the rear of Robinson Street properties and
Central Park
Implement comprehensive streetscape improvement program on Albany Street
Enhance the diamond in Central Park entrance as a focal point
Designate the three-corner entrance to Central Park (Elm, Bradley, Monument) as a
gateway with an arch, pillars or landscaping
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Action Plan
Vision: Quality Workforce and Growing Businesses
Goal Eight: Major Economic Development
POSITION CENTRAL STATE TO CAPTURE NEW ECONOMIC INVESTMENT.
Action 1:

Conduct a build-out analysis of identified sites to determine potential commercial use.

Tasks:

•

The plan will determine
market feasibility for a
range of small businesses
desired by residents and
provide incentives to
existing entrepreneurs.

Survey the following sites to determine the best approach to redevelopment and identify
potential end-uses
o Corner of Brandywine Avenue and State Street
o State Street between Furman Street and McClellan Street
o Victorian homes between McClellan Street and Furman Street
o Old Carleton Restaurant on Becker Street
o Vacant drug store at the corner of Brandywine Avenue and State Street
o Area bounded by Albany Street, Brandywine Avenue, and Duane Avenue, east to the former
Freihofer building and the new SEPSA building
o St. Luke’s School

Goal Nine: Neighborhood Corridors
IMPROVE NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL CORRIDORS TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE FULLY OCCUPIED AND VIBRANT.
Action 1:

Develop a façade improvement program for State Street and Brandywine Avenue.

Tasks:

•
•
•
•

Identify buildings in the commercial district that would be eligible for a façade program and
identify priority properties. Survey property and business owners for interest in the program
Utilize successful façade improvement model from Upper Union Street and Downtown
Schenectady Improvement Corporation (DSIC) program funded by Metroplex
Apply for additional state funding to support a façade program
Develop design guidelines for this program which are specific to the Central State Street
Neighborhood
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Action Plan
Action 2:

Develop a Central State Street Business Association.

Tasks:

•
•
•
Action 3:

Encourage formation of a Central State Street Business Association
Assist the Neighborhood Association to implement a block captain initiative or to incorporate
as nonprofit organization
Coordinate review of St. Clare’s Five-Year Plan with the neighborhood association

Improve non-motorized vehicle access to Central Park.

Tasks:

•

Creating a State Street
Merchants Association is
proposed to diversify retail
and encourage

Improve pedestrian access to Central Park along Fehr Avenue, Bradley Boulevard, and other
major entranceways, as well as within the park by creating sidewalks or trails, for example
along Duck Pond Road

Goal Ten: Entrepreneurship
ASSIST SMALL BUSINESSES TO GROW AND CREATE INCENTIVES FOR NEW ENTREPRENEURIAL ACTIVITIES.
Action 1:

Encourage development of small businesses in the neighborhood.

Tasks:

•

development.
Action 2:

Conduct a market analysis to determine feasibility for a range of small businesses desired by
residents including a hardware store, knitting and craft shop, laundromat, bookstore, office
supply shop, ice cream shop, Stewart’s Store, or good-will store

Determine the feasibility of developing an artist colony or business incubator at the old
Brandywine School.

Tasks:

•

Conduct a study to determine the feasibility of developing the old Brandywine School for an
artist colony or business incubator
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Action Plan

City-wide Actions Impacting Central State Street
Vision: Quality Services Efficiently Delivered
Code Enforcement

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conduct regular comprehensive sweeps of the neighborhood to proactively identify problems
Review and improve the system to monitor existing code enforcement efforts
Evaluate the feasibility of publishing names of code violators and creating a searchable website
Improve technology (software and hardware) necessary to integrate property-tracking functions for better inter-departmental communications and
enforcement
Review and update existing nuisance abatement codes addressing excessive noise, animal control, alcoholic beverages, curfews, and garbage
Expand code enforcement staff as necessary to meet code enforcement needs
Evaluate the effectiveness of existing penalties for noncompliance and modify as appropriate

Public Safety

•
•
•

Fill existing vacancies in the department and expand coverage in the neighborhood after midnight
Address identified public safety concerns including traffic enforcement (parking and speeding), vandalism, petty theft, loitering, and prostitution as
well as nuisance crimes
Investigate expanded use of video cameras for surveillance at key areas

Infrastructure

•
•
•
•

Focus on maintenance and upgrades of the City’s water, sewer, storm water, and utility systems
Inventory and catalog sidewalk conditions in the neighborhood
Evaluate feasibility of developing matching grant program to repair or install sidewalks
Outline a phased plan to improve street lighting in the neighborhood

Landscaping/Streetscaping

•
•
•

Review existing landscaping standards and revise as necessary
Allocate resources to monitor compliance with landscaping standards
Establish City-wide streetscaping standards

Parking and Traffic

•
•
•

Conduct parking inventory and evaluate feasibility of developing shared off-street parking lots
Concentrate traffic enforcement on narrow residential streets
Review snow removal/alternate side of the street parking plan
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Action Plan

Historic Preservation

•
•

Evaluate the feasibility of conducting a neighborhood historic resource survey
Contact individual property owners to share information about designation

Vision: Great Homes in Safe and Stable Neighborhoods
Housing

•
•
•
•
•
•

Market the availability of various New York State tax relief programs
Create a deeper financial incentive for homebuyers of two-family residences, especially young families
Create a grant or tax incentive program to encourage property owners to reduce the number of residential units in a building
Streamline the tax lien sales process in order to speed redevelopment or transfer properties to responsible parties
Focus on development of neighborhood amenities and incentives for homeownership in neighborhoods with predominantly two-family housing stock by
demolishing blighted structures, installing sidewalks, providing free trees, paint lumber, merchant discounts
Create a multi-use senior community with stages of care near hospitals. This mixed use/mixed income community would include retail, commerce, and
park and recreation amenities (to be located in the Central State neighborhood area around Brandywine School).

Neighborhoods

•

Provide staff and financial support for the Neighborhood Associations to implement block captain initiative or incorporate as nonprofit organizations

Vision: Beautiful, Clean and Green Community
Parks and Recreation

•
•
•
•

Inventory City-owned property owned which could be used for green space
Focus on basic maintenance of existing park resources before adding new amenities
Develop partnerships for monitoring and maintenance with community groups and schools
Develop greenway/bikeway linking all of the City’s major park resources to each other and to the regional trail network

Beautification - Trees, Landscaping, Gateways and Streetscaping

•
•
•

Continue work with ReTree Schenectady to plant new trees
Ensure that trees are trimmed and that dangerous trees (including stumps) are removed to minimize storm damage
Work with Neighborhood Association to identify areas for plantings and beautification

Vision: Quality Workforce and Growing Businesses
Neighborhoods Corridors

•

Define redevelopment strategies for important neighborhood corridors including Albany Street and Brandywine Avenue

Entrepreneurship

•

Provide entrepreneurial support programs including training, technical assistance and access to low interest capital
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