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Introduction
The Hamilton Hill and Vale neighborhood plan is being developed as part of the City of
Schenectady Vision Plan 2020 – the City’s first Comprehensive Plan since 1971. Ten neighborhood
plans have been developed as well as a policy-oriented City-wide plan and a series of catalyst projects.
In addition, the City is revising its zoning ordinance and other land management tools. Each
neighborhood strategy outlines the goals and policies and recommends changes in land use which will
guide future livability of the neighborhood.
Hamilton Hill and Vale are actually two separate neighborhoods but because of their size,
proximity, and commonalities, they are analyzed as one. Statistics and census information for this
report include both areas.

Hamilton Hill and Vale
are actually two separate
neighborhoods but because
of their size, proximity, and
the commonalities that
they share, are analyzed as

Hamilton Hill and Vale are located in the middle of Schenectady and comprises 276 acres (third
smallest among the City neighborhoods). Nott Terrace/Veeder Avenue serves as the western boundary.
Brandywine Avenue serves as the eastern boundary. The Vale Park and Cemetery serves as the
northern boundary, while Interstate 890 serves as the southern boundary.
Institutional and community facilities located in Hamilton Hill and Vale include the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Math Science & Technology Magnet School, Washington Irving Adult Education
Center, Jerry Burrell Park, Vale Park, Hometown Health Services, the Head Start Program, Carver
Community Center, Boys and Girls Club, and the Hamilton Hill Branch Library. The major roadways
include State Street, Albany Street and Brandywine Avenue.

one. Statistics and census
information for this report
include both areas.
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Demographics
Hamilton Hill and Vale had a 2000 population of 7,127, a loss of 20.7% between 1990 and 2000.
Among City neighborhoods, Hamilton Hill and Vale experienced the greatest population loss during the
past decade. Minorities comprise 60.7% of the population, the largest percentage among the City
neighborhoods. The median age of Hamilton Hill and Vale residents was 28.9 years, while the median
age of City residents was 34.8 years. The average household size of Hamilton Hill residents was 2.43
persons. All age groups in Hamilton Hill and Vale witnessed population decline between 1990 and
2000. The largest decrease was by seniors at 42.2%, followed by pre-school children (31.3%), adults
(19.4%), and school-age children (6.6%). Among the neighborhoods, Hamilton Hill and Vale experienced
the largest decline of pre-school children and senior citizens.

The Hamilton Hill and
Vale Neighborhood is
designated as distressed
through its inclusion in the
New York State Empire
Zone and the Federal
Renewal Community
programs.

The median household income for Hamilton Hill and Vale was $16,645. This was the lowest
median household income of the City neighborhoods. Census figures indicate that in 2000
approximately 66.9% of households in the City were considered low and moderate income and 20.8% of
residents live below the poverty level. Further, 45.8% of households in the City were very low income.
In 2000, 86.3% of neighborhood residents were low-income, 69.9% were very low income and 44.0% lived
below the poverty level. Hamilton Hill and Vale has the highest percentage of low/moderate income
households, very low income households and persons who live below the poverty level.
There are 3,941 housing units in Hamilton Hill and Vale, a decrease of 9.6% between 1990 and
2000. Owners made up 24.0% of the occupied housing in the City and renters 76.0%. Reflecting a very
positive trend in the past decade, the percentage of owner occupied housing in Hamilton Hill and Vale
has increased, while the percentage of rental occupied housing has declined. The vacancy rate for rental
housing in Hamilton Hill and Vale was 13.5% and the vacancy rate of for-sale housing was 16.3%. The
generally accepted standards for measuring availability in a healthy housing market are vacancy rates
in the area of 5% for rental units and 1% for purchase housing. Approximately 47.5% of housing units
in Hamilton Hill and Vale are in two-family homes and 62.4% of structures were built before 1940.
Among the neighborhoods, Hamilton Hill and Vale has the largest percentage of two-family homes. The
median gross rent for Hamilton Hill and Vale was $447 in 2000 (lowest among the 10 neighborhoods).
The median value of owner-occupied homes in Hamilton Hill in 2000 was $42,857 (lowest among the
City neighborhoods).
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Demographics
City 2000
-5.7%

-

-20.7%

Minority Population

25.5%

39.8%

60.7%

34.8 years

27.9 years

28.9 years

2.23

2.39

2.43

High School Diploma

77.8%

56.5%

58.8%

Bachelor’s Degree or Higher

19.0%

5.3%

6.7%

$29,378

$13,640

$16,645

Low/Mod Income Households

66.9%

84.0%

86.3%

Very Low Income Households

45.8%

63.9%

69.9%

0.1%

-

-9.6%

Owner Occupied Units

44.7%

23.1%

24.0%

Renter Occupied Units

55.3%

76.9%

76.0%

For-Sale Vacancy Rate

4.6%

4.2%

16.3%

Rental Vacancy Rate

9.3%

9.6%

13.5%

Units built before 1940

56.5%

71.7%

62.4%

Single-Family Detached Units

34.8%

8.7%

11.4%

Two-Family Units

33.7%

46.7%

47.5%

Three and Four-Family Units

12.6%

17.7%

17.9%

$548

$390

$447

42.2%

56.1%

44.1%

$71,200

$46,666

$42,857

25.0%

33.7%

26.8%

$365,997

-

$358,438

Average Household Size

Median Household Income

rate in the Hamilton Hill
and Vale Neighborhood is
only 24%, the percentage
has increased over the past
decade reflecting a very
positive trend for the
neighborhood.

Hill & Vale 2000

Population Change 1990-2000

Median Age

While the owner occupancy

Hill & Vale 1990

Housing Unit Change 1990-2000

Median Gross Rent
Rent Burdened Households
Median House Value
Owner Cost Burdened Households
Assessed Value Per Acre
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Zoning

Note: This legend includes all zoning districts in the City of Schenectady.
Some districts may not be represented in this neighborhood.
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Land Use

Note: This legend includes all land uses in the City of Schenectady.
Some uses may not be represented in this neighborhood.
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Land Use
Hamilton Hill and Vale consists of approximately 276 acres. About 30% of the land is tax exempt.
Residential properties account for 53.6% of all land use, followed by commercial properties at 16.7%.
Thirty-six acres or 13.0% of the land is vacant. Community Service properties account for about 11% of
the land. Recreation and entertainment properties comprise 4.3% of land use. Less than one percent of
the land area is defined as industrial and public service properties. Hamilton Hill and Vale comprises
5.0% of the City’s land area and generates 5.2% of the City’s property tax revenues.

Residential properties
account for 53.6% of all
land use in the
neighborhood, followed by
commercial properties at
16.7% and 13.0% of the
land is vacant. About 30%
of the land is tax exempt.

The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Math Science & Technology Magnet School and the Washington
Irving Adult Education Center are located in Hamilton Hill and Vale. During the 2003-2004 school
year, the school served 396 students. The Center provides programs in GED Preparation, English as a
Second Language, Computer Classes and Aquatics. The Hamilton Hill Branch Library is located at 700
Craig Street and is open Monday through Thursday from 1:00 to 6:00 PM. State Street is the main
commercial corridor in Hamilton Hill and Vale. Jerry Burrell Park is located on Hamilton Street. This
2.75 acre park offers a basketball court, tennis courts, and play equipment. Vale Park is 35 acres
mostly natural in setting, with two ponds, playgrounds, and a picnic pavilion. In addition, numerous
community service organizations serving youth, adults, families and special needs populations are
located in Hamilton Hill and Vale.
Hamilton Hill and Vale is designated as distressed through its inclusion in the State Empire Zone
and the Federal Renewal Community. A variety of community plans have been completed over the past
two decades outlining various revitalization strategies. The most successful of these, the Vale Village
Plan, was completed in November 1999 and builds on the efforts of the 1997 Hamilton Hill and Vale
Plan. Vale Village is defined as the community within the boundaries of State Street, Catherine Street,
Vale Park, and Nott Terrace. The feasibility study outlined preliminary site design plans, five-year
action plan, a phasing plan, and preliminary cost estimates. Approximately $10.0 million in
improvement funding has been secured to implement the plan to date.
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Action Plan
Three neighborhood meetings were held to prepare this action plan. The first meeting, held on
October 27, 2005, discussed neighborhood assets and challenges. The second meeting, held on
January 31, 2006 brainstormed actions that would improve the neighborhood. The third meeting held
on June 20, 2006 reviewed the action plan and established priorities. The detailed list of goals and
actions that follow emerged from these meetings and outlines the key steps which will move the
neighborhood towards the vision expressed by the residents.
Each of the Schenectady’s ten neighborhood plans addresses the City’s vision for the future:

A variety of community
plans have been completed
over the past two decades
outlining various
revitalization strategies
for the neighborhood. The
action plan for Hamilton
Hill and Vale will build on
these initiatives.

“Schenectady is a city rich in history and heritage, and the very birthplace of American
technical innovation. Today, Schenectady remains a culturally diverse, yet contemporary
community of proud people who believe a brighter future lies within the strengths of their city’s
many assets, including beautiful parks, dynamic and architecturally unique neighborhoods,
and the Mohawk River that flows along its shores. Now, through 2020, Schenectady will
actively build upon this foundation of strength to become a highly preferred destination for
Capital Region families of all cultures and faiths, who seek quality homes and better schools in
safe neighborhoods. They will be joined by businesses both large and small, both cultural and
technical, seeking to expand with the benefit of an outstanding and educated workforce, and to
thrive within a city poised to continue is proud history of American achievement.”
Four vision elements frame the action plan for the next fifteen years:
•

Quality City Services Efficiently Delivered

•

Great Homes in Safe and Stable Neighborhoods

•

Beautiful, Clean and Green Community

•

Quality Workforce and Growing Businesses
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Action Plan

Throughout the neighborhood planning process many actions and initiatives have been identified that
impact multiple neighborhoods. These programs are described in the City-wide plan. A summary of the
City-wide actions affecting Hamilton Hill and Vale is included at the end of this document. Zoning issues
are not addressed in this plan. They are addressed through a concurrent zoning review process.

Vision: Quality City Services Efficiently Delivered
Goal One: Code Enforcement
CONDUCT AGGRESSIVE CODE ENFORCEMENT FOCUSED ON PROBLEM PROPERTIES AND NUISANCE ISSUES.

Increased code
enforcement, creating an

Action 1:
Tasks:

inventory of “nuisance”
properties and identifying
unsafe buildings for
immediate demolition are
key elements for successful
revitalization of the
neighborhood.
The City will facilitate
increased coordination
between code officials and
police to resolve problems.

Expand the neighborhood code enforcement approach, with an officer assigned to
Hamilton Hill and Vale.

Action 2:

•

Work to expand neighborhood-based code enforcement by assigning a code enforcement officer to
Hamilton Hill and Vale

•

Create an inventory of “nuisance properties” (other than those identified for demolition below)
and outline a compliance strategy for code enforcement

•

Coordinate efforts between police and code enforcement officers to identify code problems and
enforce code requirements

•

Consider allowing staff of community-based organizations or community-based realtors to make
initial assessments of external code problems

Concentrate code enforcement efforts on problem properties.

Tasks:

•

Identify buildings and properties which should be demolished, including an evaluation of
properties on Hilderbrandt Ave, Victory Avenue, Mynderse Street, Moyston Street and the
following properties: (See also Goal 7)
o

Burned out house at 301 Victory Avenue
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Action Plan
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Recognizing that Hamilton
Hill and Vale residents
face more significant crime
and public safety issues
than other Schenectady
neighborhoods, the action
plan will focus on
increasing community
police presence in the
neighborhood and
addressing identified

Property on Hilderbrandt Ave - middle of the block
834 State Street / 836 State Street
713 Stanley Street
Property at the corner of Paige Street and Albany Street
941 Maple Avenue
965 Maple Avenue
Property on the corner of Moyston Street and State Street
Boarded up house at 307 Victory Avenue
952 State Street - former Flea Market

Goal Two: Public Safety
MAKE HAMILTON HILL AND VALE SAFER
Action 1:

Significantly increase community police presence by assigning an officer to Hill and Vale.

Tasks:

•

Increase police presence in the area of State and Hawk and on Moyston Street by developing
a substation or community police unit to deal with drugs, prostitution, and sex offenders

•

Investigate the development of a SWAT team to help increase neighborhood safety

•

Work to curb prostitution, focusing on “Johns” by impounding their cars, involving their
spouses, and putting their names in the paper

•

Work with police to place more emphasis on quality of life crimes including enforcement of
nuisance issues such as loud music, litter, and traffic enforcement

•

Help the numerous youth agencies located on Craig Street keep their young consumers safe
from the increasing number of adults who live at or attend programs in neighborhood
halfway houses/drug treatment facilities

•

Investigate the use of surveillance cameras at key locations (e.g. along State, Albany, and
Craig Streets) to deter street crime, drugs, prostitution, and gang activity

public safety concerns.
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•

Enforce curfew for youth

•

Stop vandalism in Vale Cemetery through police protection and video cameras, especially at
Moyston Street

•

Adopt new vandalism prevention ordinance with zero tolerance and fines for parents who do
not supervise children

Goal Three:

Infrastructure

IMPROVE AND MAINTAIN RELIABLE INFRASTRUCTURE AND PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES.
Action 1:

Neighborhood livability

Focus new sidewalks, curbs, and trees on the 300 block of Paige Street and Wyllie Street.

Tasks:

•

Create and implement a focus block program model which includes the installation of new
sidewalks, curbs and tree planting in a concentrated manner to revitalize the neighborhood,
beginning with the 300 block of Paige Street and Wyllie Street which were identified as
priorities by residents

•

Inventory the condition of existing sidewalks and prioritize areas where improvements
should be designed and constructed

and walkability will be
enhanced through
sidewalk improvements,
street lighting, tree
planting and benches,

Action 2:

receptacles and crossing
amenities along key
neighborhood
thoroughfares.

Improve appearance, increase amenities and add new street lighting, improve garbage
collection and add pedestrian amenities along State Street and Nott Terrace.

Tasks:

•

Install street lighting based on the successful Emmett Street project coordinated by Better
Neighborhoods Inc. and improve lighting on Moyston and Stanley Streets to deter crime

•

Increase the frequency of street cleaning

•

Install ‘curb your dog’ signs and enforce litter law

•

Improve garbage collection services and concentrate on prohibiting illegal garbage dumping
through video surveillance as appropriate
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Action Plan
•
Action 3:

Provide pedestrian amenities along State Street and Nott Terrace, including sidewalks,
benches, receptacles, and crossing amenities

Upgrade the storm sewer system.

Tasks:

•

Install new storm sewers on Hamilton Street and Summit Street

Goal Four: Community Services
IMPROVE AND MAINTAIN COMMUNITY SERVICES INCLUDING EDUCATION, HEALTH, LIBRARIES AND JOB TRAINING.
Action 1:

Traffic flow and

Improve community services and expand programs focused on youth and employment
training.

Tasks:

pedestrian

•

Identify existing programs targeted to teens between the ages of twelve and seventeen

safety/walkability in the

•

Increase awareness of and participation in programming by providing stable funding for
community services

•

Develop new programs focusing on those that provide employment and job skill development

•

Work with Schenectady’s Promise and other organizations to develop a youth steering
committee to review and evaluate the effectiveness of funded programs

•

Organize the neighborhoods, through their associations to drive implementation of this plan

neighborhood will be
improved through
installation of signs and
enhanced signalization of
major intersections.

Goal Five: Transportation
IMPROVE AND MAINTAIN TRAFFIC CIRCULATION SYSTEM
Action 1:

Improve intersections in Hamilton Hill and Vale

Tasks:

•

Change the timing of the right turn and walk lights at major intersections, especially at
State Street and Nott Terrace to increase walkability and pedestrian safety

•

Identify intersections that need four-way stop signs and install

Hamilton Hill & Vale Neighborhood Plan
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Action Plan

Action 2:
Tasks:

Action 3:
Tasks:

The action plan also calls
for the protection and
enhancement of historic
resources within the Hill
and Vale neighborhood.
With new State incentives
for Historic Preservation,
these properties can
provide a revitalization
opportunity for
neighborhood families and
businesses.

•

Investigate methods to improve traffic flow and pedestrian safety where Brandywine Avenue
intersects with State Street and with Albany Street

•

Consider extension of Craig Street through to State Street

Improve direct access to bus routes
•

Coordinate improved public transit service with CDTA route study

•

Implement Transit-Oriented Development Project on State Street (see Goal Ten, Action 1)

Evaluate the need for additional and/or improved parking.
•

Conduct a parking inventory and develop a detailed plan to address identified deficiencies in
residential and commercial areas

Goal Six: Historic Preservation
PROTECT AND ENHANCE HISTORICAL RESOURCES IN HAMILTON HILL AND VALE.
Action 1:
Tasks:

Preserve and improve unique buildings.
•

Inventory the list of historic resources worth preserving including the following buildings:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Firehouse on Albany Street east of Martin Street
Trustco Bank – 907 Albany Street
Church – 307 Hulett Street
Church – Swan Street
Schenectady Light Opera
Horace Mann Elementary School (602 Craig Street)
327 Georgetta Dix Plaza
Washington Irving School (Mumford Street and Van Voast Street)
955 State Street – Friendship Baptist Church
825 State Street – State Street Presbyterian Church
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•

Contact owners of inventoried properties to determine how City can best assist preservation
efforts

•

Consider development of new signage for historic neighborhoods and landmarks (like the
City of Albany has for their historic resources)

Vision: Great Homes in Safe and Stable Neighborhoods
Goal Seven:
CREATE

Housing

A RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD OF CHOICE FOR CURRENT RESIDENTS, SENIORS AND THE DISABLED, NEW

FAMILIES AND QUALITY TENANTS BY INCREASING HOMEOWNERSHIP.

The neighborhood strategy

Action 1:

will reduce absentee
ownership of property by
creating incentives for
homebuyers to rehabilitate
and purchase two-family
and multi-family
buildings, reducing the

Reduce absentee ownership by creating incentives for homebuyers to rehabilitate and
purchase two-family and multi-family buildings, and to reduce the number of units when
possible.

Tasks:

•

Identify properties with absentee owners and target homeownership and housing
rehabilitation assistance to these areas/properties

•

Complete a housing conditions inventory to identify vacant and deteriorated structures in as
demolition targets for new development, greenspace or parking

•

Identify structures that have been subdivided and target them for conversion back to lower
density, or require that they be returned to their “as-built” configuration after adequate
amortization

•

Strengthen existing building codes to reduce potential for inappropriate subdivisions of
building into a larger number of units

number of units in the
building when possible.
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Action Plan
Action 2:

Identify areas suitable for clearance and redevelopment for new housing targeted to
young families.

Tasks:

The action plan
recommends creation of a
five block redevelopment

•

From the housing conditions inventory completed under Action 1, select the best demolition
targets for new housing development

•

Work with nonprofit organizations (including Better Neighborhoods Inc., Habitat for
Humanity, and the Community Land Trust) to identify areas in Hamilton Hill and Vale
suitable for residential redevelopment

•

Implement an initiative to sell or transfer blighted, vacant or abandoned property to adjacent
property owners

•

Sell the vacant lot east of 84 Wyllie Street on the north side of the road, for use as rear yards
for properties on Strong Street.

•

Look for opportunities to build new or renovate existing housing and mixed use properties in
areas adjacent to the revitalized Central Business District. This will expand the strengths of
the downtown into Hamilton Hill and Vale and make better connections between them

•

Clear and redevelop all of Moyston Street and Hilderbrandt Ave in conjunction with
Hamilton Hill Plaza

•

Redevelop Germania Avenue as part of Senior Housing project with Summit Towers

area at the edge of the
neighborhood bordering
Downtown. Potential
development activities
could include senior
housing with a mix of
commercial, community

Action 3:

Support Better Neighborhood Inc. to provide housing subsidies and infrastructure
improvements targeting Hamilton Hill and Vale.

Tasks:

•

Work with Better Neighborhoods Incorporated to secure additional funding to provide
housing subsidies for the purchase of homes and renovation of housing units in Hamilton
Hill and Vale

•

Coordinate public infrastructure investments to coincide with residential development work
performed by Better Neighborhoods, Inc. and other community housing organizations

service and residential
uses.
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Action 4:
Tasks:

Action 5:
Tasks:

The City will focus on
routine maintenance of
existing park amenities
and development of new
facilities including pocket
parks and basketball
courts, the significant
expansion of Jerry Burrell
Park and improving access
to Vale Park through trails
and a pedestrian

Identify sites for senior housing.
•

Evaluate feasibility of developing senior housing including identification of potential sites,
design evaluation and market assessment

•

Provide a minor home repair program to help seniors remain in existing owner occupied
housing

Redevelop the area bounded by Veeder Avenue, Hamilton Street, Albany Street and
Schenectady Street.
•

Identify properties with primary redevelopment potential (City-owned parcels, vacant
building lots, vacant and/or deteriorated structures that should be demolished)

•

Evaluate feasibility of developing a senior housing campus with a mix of other housing,
community and commercial services

•

Analyze and develop a creative design element that would help link the site both physically
and aesthetically with the Downtown across Veeder Avenue

•

Coordinate this project with the adjacent Catalyst Project (Goal 10 – Action 1) in order to
maximize the revitalization outcomes of these actions

Vision: Beautiful, Clean and Green Community
Goal Eight:

Parks and Recreation

CREATE NEW RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AND MAINTAIN EXISTING PARKS AND GREENSPACE AS IDENTIFIED ON
THE 2005 PARK IMPROVEMENT LIST.

Action 1:

promenande.
Tasks:

Make improvements to Jerry Burrell Park including running the sprinkler all summer,
landscaping and adding a summer recreation program.
•

Implement the City’s 2005 Park Improvement List including maintenance and repairs to the
swings, sprinkler and tennis courts
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•
Action 2:

Expand the park to include City-owned parcels on the opposite side of Schenectady Street,
and abandon the portion of Schenectady Street separating these parcels from the park

Develop new recreational facilities.

Tasks:

Action 3:

•

Develop more recreation amenities including basketball courts

•

Identify areas to develop pocket parks including demolition targets identified above

Improve Vale Park and Cemetery.

Tasks:

The City will assist the

•

Develop a preservation plan for Vale Cemetery

•

Prepare a Master Plan for Vale Park focusing on amenities that would open up the park for
more uses such as a comfort station.

•

Develop appropriate access (entrances) to Vale Park and Cemetery from Hamilton Hill and
Vale

•

Develop a pedestrian promenade along the edge of the park behind the houses that border on
Vale Park from Mynderse Street to Close Street, and then along Lottridge Street to Nott
Terrace

•

Create a pedestrian link to connect Vale Park and Cemetery to Central Park and the Central
Business District

neighborhood in designing
and implementing a
streetscape and
beautification pogram and

Action 4:

Gateway projects that will

Tasks:

improve the visual

Improve Brandywine Avenue Gateway at Interstate 890
•

Identify and construct a design feature such as an archway or pillar to define the gateway

appearance and
pedestrian amenities in
Hill and Vale.
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Goal Nine: Landscaping, Gateways and Streetscaping
IMPROVE STREETSCAPES IN HAMILTON HILL AND VALE.
Action 1:

Develop streetscape and beautification program.

Tasks:

•

Develop a model streetscape and beautification program to address trees, lighting, and
sidewalks in a concentrated manner. Inventory and prioritize streets that would benefit
from this streetscape beautification program

•

As a major gateway to the city via Exit 6 off I-890, Brandywine Avenue does not provide a
positive or impressive “welcome” to visitors. Brandywine Avenue from I-890 to State Street
should be studied for ways to enhance the visual appearance, the traffic conditions, the
pedestrian amenities and the marketing of Schenectady. The Central State Street
neighborhood could benefit as well by expanding the study to explore enhancements of the
Brandywine Avenue and McClellan Street arteries to the north

Implementation of the
Transit-Oriented
Development Project will
result in new housing,
revitalized neighborhoods
and improved pedestrian

Vision: Quality Workforce and Growing Businesses
Goal Ten: Major Economic Development

amenities and safety for

DEVELOP A MAJOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IN HAMILTON HILL AND VALE.

Hamilton Hill and Vale

Action 1:

residents.

Implement the Transit-Oriented Mixed Use Development Project from Nott Terrace to
Steuben Street, including all properties on both sides of Albany Street and State Street.
Improve connections to Downtown.

Tasks:

•

Implement the State Street Transit-Oriented Development Project from Nott Terrace to
Steuben Street, including all properties on both sides of Albany Street and State Street by:
o

Implementing transit-oriented development that accommodates the Bus Rapid Transit Project,
reducing conflicts with single-user vehicles, and making CDTA usage more advantageous
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o
o
o
o
o
o

Building housing for residents who will use the bus to commute to Albany and Colonie
Stimulating redevelopment in the adjacent residential districts to increase the likelihood that
transit dependent residents choose to locate in the area
Capitalizing on the existing urban development, and improving the amenities and public safety to
enhance pedestrian usage
Connecting residential neighborhoods with commercial uses by improving safety and walkability
Incorporating a Bus Rapid Transit stop and accommodation for bicycles
Enhancing pedestrian access

Goal Eleven: Neighborhood Corridors and Entrepreneurship
The City will assist the
neighborhood association
in creating a business
improvement district to
develop and oversee

MAKE COMMERCIAL CORRIDORS ATTRACTIVE AND SUCCESSFUL BY CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEW PRIVATE
INVESTMENT IN COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT.

Action 1:

Develop a commercial revitalization program including lending, façade improvements
and streetscaping.

Tasks:

•

Develop a strategy to unify the business district and better define its location and character
such as a logo, theme, marketing plan, etc. This can build on the strategies outlined in the
Transit-Oriented Development Project

•

Develop a commercial revitalization program such as commercial lending, façade treatment
and streetscape improvements to help fill empty storefronts on Albany Street

•

Help foster development of a business association or Business Improvement District that can
assist in development and oversight of programs to economically revitalize Hamilton Hill
and Vale

•

Investigate the potential for redevelopment of the prime site at the corner of State Street and
Nott Terrace. Coordinate revitalization strategy for this site with the Catalyst Project (Goal
Ten) and the adjacent redevelopment target area (Goal Seven – Action 5)

programs to economically
revitalize Hill and Vale.
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Action 2:

Expand and support programs offered by the Schenectady County Community Business
Center (SCCBC).

Tasks:

•
Action 3:

Develop programs to prepare workers and entrepreneurs. Expand awareness of programs
offered by the Schenectady County Community Business Center (SCCBC)

Encourage development of new small businesses in the neighborhoods.

Tasks:

•

Conduct a market analysis to determine feasibility of and sites for developing small
businesses described as necessary by residents such as a hardware store, knitting and craft
shop, laundromat, bookstore, office supply shop, ice cream parlor, convenience store, and
thrift shop

•

Advance idea of Hamilton Hill Plaza (in area of Albany, State, Steuben, and Martin Streets).
Determine feasibility of developing plaza – coordinate with Transit-Oriented Development
Project described above

•

Work with Schenectady County Community College (SCCC) to develop a cooking incubator
or shared catering kitchen

City will assist the
neighborhood in attracting
needed new small
businesses by conducting
market analysis and
identifying feasible
development sites.

Action 4:

Complete the 1999 Vale Village Plan.

Tasks:

•

Prioritize the remaining tasks to be completed in the Vale Village Plan

•

Secure necessary funding to complete improvements
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Citywide Actions Impacting Hamilton Hill & Vale
Vision: Quality City Services Efficiently Delivered
Code Enforcement

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conduct regular comprehensive sweeps of the neighborhood to proactively identify problems
Review and improve the system to monitor existing code enforcement efforts
Evaluate the feasibility of publishing names of code violators and creating a searchable website
Improve technology necessary to integrate property-tracking functions for better inter-departmental communications and enforcement
Review and update existing nuisance abatement codes addressing excessive noise, animal control, alcoholic beverages, curfews, and garbage
Expand code enforcement staff as necessary to meet code enforcement needs
Evaluate the effectiveness of existing penalties for noncompliance and modify as appropriate

Public Safety

•
•
•

Fill existing vacancies in the department and expand coverage in the neighborhood after midnight
Address identified public safety concerns including parking, speeding, vandalism, petty theft, loitering, and prostitution as well as nuisance crimes
Investigate expanded use of video cameras for surveillance at key areas

Infrastructure

•
•
•
•

Focus on maintenance and upgrades of the City’s water, sewer, storm water, and utility systems
Inventory and catalog sidewalk conditions in the neighborhood
Evaluate feasibility of developing matching grant program to repair or install sidewalks
Outline a phased plan to improve street lighting in the neighborhood

Landscaping/Streetscaping

•
•
•

Develop landscaping standards and revise as necessary
Allocate resources to monitor compliance with landscaping standards
Establish City-wide streetscaping standards

Transportation

•
•
•

Conduct parking inventory and evaluate feasibility of developing shared off-street parking lots
Concentrate traffic enforcement on narrow residential streets
Review snow removal/alternate side of the street parking plan
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Historic Preservation

•
•

Evaluate the feasibility of conducting a neighborhood historic resource survey
Contact individual property owners to share information about designation

Vision: Great Homes in Safe and Stable Neighborhoods
Housing

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Market the availability of New York State 421(f) tax relief program.
Create a deeper financial incentive for homebuyers of two-family residences, especially young families
Create a grant or tax incentive program to encourage property owners to reduce the number of residential units in a building
Streamline the tax foreclosure and tax lien sales process in order to speed redevelopment or transfer properties to responsible parties
Focus on development of neighborhood amenities to incentivize homeownership in neighborhoods with predominantly two-family housing stock by
demolishing blighted structures, installing sidewalks, providing free trees, paint, and lumber, as well as merchant discounts
Provide incentives for development in mixed use target areas or specialized financing for the Hamilton Hill Plaza
Provide staff and financial support for the Neighborhood Associations to implement block captain initiative or incorporate as nonprofit organizations

Vision: Beautiful, Clean and Green Community
Parks and Recreation

•
•
•

Inventory City-owned property which could be used for green space
Focus on basic maintenance of existing park resources before adding new amenities
Develop partnerships for monitoring and maintenance with community groups and schools

Trees, Landscaping, Gateways and Streetscaping

•
•

Continue work with ReTree Schenectady to plant new trees
Ensure that trees are trimmed and that dangerous trees (including stumps) are removed to minimize storm damage

Beautification

•
•

Work with Neighborhood Associations to identify areas for plantings and beautification
Implement a graffiti removal program in which volunteers work with property owners to remove graffiti quickly

Vision: Quality Workforce and Growing Businesses
•
•
•

Develop Hamilton Hill Plaza Catalyst Project
Define redevelopment strategies for important neighborhood corridors including Albany Street
Provide entrepreneurial support programs providing training, technical assistance and access to low interest capital
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