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Introduction
The Northside neighborhood plan is being developed as part of the City of Schenectady Vision Plan
2020 – the City’s first Comprehensive Plan since 1971. Ten neighborhood plans have been developed as
well as a policy-oriented City-wide plan and a series of catalyst projects. In addition, the City is
revising its zoning ordinance and other land management tools. Each neighborhood strategy outlines
the goals and policies and recommends changes in land use which will guide future livability of the
neighborhood.
Located in the northern end of the City of Schenectady, the Northside neighborhood encompasses
811 acres (third largest among the city neighborhoods). Grand Boulevard and Nott Street serve as the
southern boundary of the neighborhood, while the Schenectady city line serves as the east, west and
northern boundaries.

The Northside
neighborhood must build
from its strengths

Community and institutional facilities serving the Northside neighborhood include Ellis Hospital,
Steinmetz Park, Kailberg Park, Carrie Street Park, Sunnyview Hospital and Rehabilitation Center,
Oneida Middle School, Zoller Elementary School, and Yates Arts in Education Magnet School.

including access to Union
College, excellent schools
and affordable housing.
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Demographics
The Northside neighborhood had a 2000 population of 8,117, a loss of 2.3% between 1990 and
2000. Minorities comprise 22.6% of the neighborhood population. The median age of Northside
residents was 33.8 years, while the median age of City residents was 34.8 years. The average household
size in the Northside neighborhood was 2.21 persons per household. With the exception of school-age
children, all other age groups witnessed population loss. Seniors experienced the largest drop at 18.3%
followed by pre-school children (9.6%) and adults (3.1%). School-age children had an increase in
population of 27.3%.

In 2000, the Census
reported that only 44% of
units in the Northside
neighborhood are owner
occupied. The percentage
of homeownership has
been declining in the
neighborhood over recent
decades.

According to the 2000 Census, the median household income for the Northside neighborhood was
$31,439. Census figures indicate that approximately 66.9% of households in the City in 2000 were
considered low and moderate income households and 20.8% of residents live below the poverty level.
Further, 45.8% of households in the City are very low income. In 2000, 67.6% of neighborhood residents
were low-income, 43.3% were very low income and 18.9% lived below the poverty level.
There are 3,999 housing units in the Northside neighborhood, a decrease of 0.8% between 1990
and 2000. In the Northside neighborhood, 43.9% were owner occupied and 56.1% were renter occupied.
During the past decade, the percentage of owner occupied housing has declined while the percentage of
renter occupied housing has increased. The vacancy rate for rental housing in the Northside
neighborhood was 7.5% and the rate of for-sale housing was 4.3%. The generally accepted standards for
measuring availability in a healthy housing market are vacancy rates in the area of 5% for rental units
and 1% for purchase housing. About 35.7% of housing units in the Northside neighborhood are in
single-family detached homes and approximately 39.5% of structures were built before 1939. The
median gross rent for the Northside neighborhood in 2000 was $570. The median value of owneroccupied homes in the Northside neighborhood in 2000 was $80,587.
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Demographics
City
2000
Population Change 1990-2000
Minority Population

-5.7%

Northside
2000
-

-2.3%

25.5%

7.5%

22.6%

34.8 years

35.1 years

33.8 years

2.23

2.22

2.21

High School Diploma

77.8%

75.8%

79.6%

Bachelor’s Degree or Higher

19.0%

17.8%

23.0%

$29,378

$26,460

$31,439

Low/Mod Income Households

66.9%

58.5%

67.6%

Very Low Income Households

45.8%

39.7%

43.3%

0.1%

-

-0.8%

Median Age
Average Household Size

Median Household Income

Northside’s residential

Northside
1990

Housing Unit Change 1990-2000

strategy builds on the

Owner Occupied Units

44.7%

46.2%

43.9%

neighborhood’s excellent

Renter Occupied Units

55.3%

53.8%

56.1%

For-Sale Vacancy Rate

4.6%

1.4%

4.3%

Rental Vacancy Rate

9.3%

7.9%

7.5%

Units built before 1940

56.5%

47.5%

39.5%

Single-Family Detached Units

34.8%

34.6%

35.7%

Two-Family Units

33.7%

27.1%

30.9%

Three and Four-Family Units

12.6%

13.4%

10.7%

$548

$457

$570

42.2%

43.6%

40.5%

$71,200

$89,866

$80,587

25.0%

15.1%

24.1%

$365,997

-

$375,761

schools including Oneida
Middle School and Zoller
Elementary School.

Median Gross Rent
Rent Burdened Households
Median House Value
Owner Cost Burdened Households
Assessed Value Per Acre

Northside Neighborhood Plan
3

Schenectady 2020
Comprehensive Plan

Zoning

Note: This legend includes all zoning districts in the City of Schenectady.
Some districts may not be represented in this neighborhood.
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Land Use

Note: This legend includes all land uses in the City of Schenectady.
Some uses may not be represented in this neighborhood.

Northside Neighborhood Plan
5

Schenectady 2020
Comprehensive Plan

Land Use
The Northside neighborhood consists of approximately 811 acres. About 41% of the land is tax
exempt (second highest percentage among the City’s neighborhoods). Primary tax exempt uses include
Ellis Hospital, Steinmetz Park, Sunnyview Hospital and Rehabilitation Center, Oneida Middle School,
Zoller Elementary School, and Yates Arts in Education Magnet School. Residential properties account
for 51.7% of all land use. Commercial properties and industrial properties each account for 11% of land
use in the Northside followed by public service properties (10.4%). Seventy-seven acres or 9.5% of the
land is vacant. Community service properties comprise 5.8% of the neighborhood’s land use. Small
amounts of land are used for recreation and entertainment. The Northside neighborhood comprises
14.7% of the City’s land area and generates 13.5% of the City’s property tax revenues.

Problem properties in the
neighborhood identified
by residents will be the
focus of enforcement
action and redevelopment
planning by the City with
emphasis on
revitalization of the
Van Vranken commercial
corridor.

There are three schools located in the Northside neighborhood. Oneida Middle School is located at
1629 Oneida Street and serves students from sixth through eighth grades. Zoller Elementary School is
located at 1880 Lancaster Street and serves students from kindergarten to fifth grades. The Yates Arts
in Education Magnet School is located at 725 Salina Street and serves students from pre-kindergarten
to fifth grades. The Magnet School offers a hands-on theme focused on an enhanced curriculum
integrating the arts with the regular curriculum. Fire Station #4 is located on 1549 Avenue A and
serves Eastern Avenue and Union Street into Upper Union Street and the Northside neighborhoods.
The Northside neighborhood has three parks. Steinmetz Park is located on Lenox Road. This
thirty acre park offers a basketball court, tennis courts, swimming pool, play equipment, and a picnic
area. Kailberg Park, at almost seven acres, is also on Lenox Road and is separated from Steinmetz
Park by nine acres of City-owned vacant land. Kailberg Park, which serves as a playing field, is carried
on the assessment records as a landfill, is zoned for single-family use, and is not recognized as a park in
the Code of the City of Schenectady. The Carrie Street Playground (0.42 acres) has a basketball court
and play equipment.
The Franklin School, located at the intersection of Avenue B and Mason Street is individually
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It is a two-story, H-shaped brick building that was
built in 1907. The site was converted to apartments in the 1990’s.
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Action Plan
Three neighborhood meetings were held to prepare this action plan. The first meeting, held on
November 3, 2005, discussed neighborhood assets and challenges. The second meeting, held on
February 15, 2006 brainstormed actions that would improve the neighborhood. The third meeting held
on June 20, 2006 reviewed the action plan and established priorities. The detailed list of goals and
actions that follows emerged from these meetings and outlines the key steps which will move the
neighborhood towards the vision expressed by the residents.
Each of the Schenectady’s ten neighborhood plans addresses the City’s vision for the future:

The neighborhood plan
recommends close
coordination between the
City and the Municipal
Housing Authority
regarding future
development at
Yates Village.

“Schenectady is a city rich in history and heritage, and the very birthplace of American technical
innovation. Today, Schenectady remains a culturally diverse, yet contemporary community of
proud people who believe a brighter future lies within the strengths of their city’s many assets,
including beautiful parks, dynamic and architecturally unique neighborhoods, and the Mohawk
River that flows along its shores. Now, through 2020, Schenectady will actively build upon this
foundation of strength to become a highly preferred destination for Capital Region families of all
cultures and faiths, who seek quality homes and better schools in safe neighborhoods. They will
be joined by businesses both large and small, both cultural and technical, seeking to expand with
the benefit of an outstanding and educated workforce, and to thrive within a city poised to
continue is proud history of American achievement.”
Four vision elements frame the action plan for the next fifteen years:
•

Quality City Services Efficiently Delivered

•

Great Homes in Safe and Stable Neighborhoods

•

Beautiful, Clean and Green Community

•

Quality Workforce and Growing Businesses
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Action Plan
Throughout the neighborhood planning process many actions and initiatives have been identified that
impact multiple neighborhoods. These programs are described in the City-wide plan. A summary of the
City-wide actions affecting this neighborhood is included at the end of this document. Zoning issues are
not addressed in this plan. They are addressed through a concurrent zoning review process.

Vision: Quality City Services Efficiently Delivered
Goal One: Code Enforcement
CONDUCT AGGRESSIVE CODE ENFORCEMENT FOCUSED FIRST ON RESIDENTIAL ISSUES AND INVESTMENT
PROPERTIES WITH ONGOING MONITORING.

Opportunities exist to
create senior housing in
the neighborhood

Action 1:
Tasks:

through development on
vacant property such as
at the corner of
Lenox Road and
Salina Street, and
development of a minor
home repair program to
keep seniors in their
homes.

Support and expand the City’s neighborhood-based code enforcement approach, with an
officer assigned to the Northside neighborhood.

Action 2:

•

Focus code enforcement along Van Vranken Avenue, Avenue A, Avenue B, Lenox Road,
Foster Avenue, Carrie Street and Rosa Road

•

Create an inventory of “nuisance properties” in the neighborhood and outline a compliance
enforcement strategy with the Code Enforcement Department

•

Work to expand neighborhood-based code enforcement by assigning a code enforcement
officer to the Northside and review codes to make enforcement easier

•

Focus commercial code enforcement along Van Vranken Avenue starting closest to the city
center at the intersection with Nott Street

•

Put City codes online to increase awareness and compliance

Increase emphasis on nuisance abatement to improve neighborhood quality of life.

Tasks:

•

Review and update existing nuisance abatement codes addressing overgrown vegetation and
garbage, parking on lawns, noise from loud radios, animal control, alcoholic beverages,
curfews, parental responsibility and speeding, concentrating in the area near Yates Village
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•

Adopt residential rehabilitation design standards addressing exterior finishes, windows,
porches and universal design elements

•

Increase animal control in the neighborhood

Goal Two: Public Safety
MAKE NORTHSIDE A SAFER CITY NEIGHBORHOOD.
Action 1:

Increase community police presence in the neighborhood and address identified public
safety concerns.

Tasks:

Opportunities also exist

•

Increase police presence in the Northside neighborhood including assigning an officer to the
neighborhood

•

Complete a comprehensive traffic survey of the neighborhood to analyze vehicular and
pedestrian safety issues that have lead to accidents at several intersections and street
corridors within the neighborhood

•

Improve the quality of street lighting throughout the neighborhood to deter crime

•

Install movable surveillance cameras that can be re-positioned to cover crime “hot spots” as
they arise

•

Develop alternate side of the street parking to ensure access for emergency vehicles

•

Aggressively enforce parking regulations

to increase the
percentage of Ellis
Hospital and Sunnyview
Rehabilitation Center
staff who own homes in
the neighborhood by
creating an incentive
program.

Goal Three: Infrastructure
IMPROVE AND MAINTAIN RELIABLE INFRASTRUCTURE AND PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES.
Action 1:

Repair roadways in the Northside

Tasks:

•

Complete street improvements on Nott Street between Avenue B and Randolph Road

•

Complete street improvements on Van Vranken Avenue
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Action Plan
Action 2:

Investigate ways to alleviate flooding conditions on Belmont Avenue near Rosa Road,
Nott and Oneida, Unadilla, Van Vranken and Wood Avenue, Erie Boulevard and
Hendrickson near Steinmetz Park.

Tasks:

Action 3:

•

Evaluate alternatives to resolve the flooding problems on Belmont Avenue near Rosa Road
which were identified by residents

•

Schedule improvements on the City-wide Capital Improvement Program

•

Improve maintenance of the Kailberg Creek runoff ditch by residents and the City

Evaluate the need for additional and/or improved parking in the neighborhood.

Tasks:

•

Concentrated and
consistent code
enforcement is the vital
ingredient for

Action 4:

revitalization in
along Van Vranken
Avenue.

Improve appearance of neighborhood streetscape.

Tasks:

neighborhood
Northside, particularly

Conduct a parking inventory and develop a detailed plan to address deficiencies in
residential and commercial areas including Van Vranken Avenue and Nott Street, the first
two blocks of Foster Avenue from Nott Street, Avenue A, and Avenue B

•

Install underground utilities and add decorative street lights along Van Vranken Avenue

•

Develop a street planting initiative for the neighborhood starting with planting trees on
Van Vranken Avenue, Maxon Road Extension, Avenue A, and Avenue B

•

Install new sidewalks and curbing on Avenue A and Avenue B

Goal Four: Transportation
IMPROVE AND MAINTAIN TRAFFIC CIRCULATION SYSTEM IN THE NORTHSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD.
Action 1:

Review pedestrian and vehicular circulation patterns and make improvements to calm
traffic, increase livability and walkability of the neighborhood.

Tasks:

•

Install a red flashing light or stop sign at the intersection of Anthony Street and Maxon Road
Extension to slow traffic

•

Coordinate improved public transit service as part of the CDTA route study to connect to the
City center and high speed transportation for commuters
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Action Plan
•

Create walking routes to Jay Street, Little Italy and Downtown, better connecting the
Northside neighborhood with nearby assets

•

Install sidewalks to enable Northside children to walk to school safely

•

Develop buffers to reduce speeds at Maxon Road and Van Vranken intersection

•

Create a park-and-ride lot in the neighborhood

•

Address concerns about emergency vehicle access on narrow Wendell Avenue by reducing
cut-through traffic, snow removal and street design

Vision: Great Homes in Safe and Stable Neighborhoods
Increasing police
presence, including foot
patrol, to deal with
increasing criminal

Goal Five: Housing
MAKE THE NORTHSIDE A RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD OF CHOICE FOR CURRENT RESIDENTS, SENIORS AND THE
DISABLED, NEW FAMILIES AND QUALITY TENANTS.
Action 1:
Tasks:

activity and nuisances in
the neighborhood is a key
to the plan’s success.

Action 2:
Tasks:

Improve housing conditions in the Northside neighborhood.
•

Improve the housing located along the Van Vranken commercial corridor and on Nott Street

•

Develop a façade program along Nott Street in the vicinity of Van Vranken Avenue to create
an attractive transitional link between the Northside neighborhood and Union College

•

Work with the Schenectady Municipal Housing Authority to identify ways to improve the
Yates Village Apartments, addressing code and garbage issues, or to replace it using the
scattered low-income housing model

•

Explore ways to improve or redevelop the area bounded by Van Vranken Avenue, Seneca
Street, The Bicycle Trail and Nott Street, to build off of the successful redevelopment of
College Park on the Former Big N Plaza site.

Meet the housing needs of seniors.
•

Conduct a market analysis to evaluate feasibility of developing senior housing at the corner
of Lenox Road and Salina Street
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Action Plan
•
Action 3:

Provide a minor home repair program to help seniors remain in existing owner occupied
housing in the neighborhood

Create a partnership with Ellis Hospital and Sunnyview Rehabilitation Center to provide
incentives for staff to own a home in the Northside neighborhood.

Tasks:

Action 4:

The City will assess the
flooding conditions at

•

Identify decision makers at Ellis Hospital and Sunnyview Rehabilitation Center and begin
dialogue about incentive programs and survey employees about interest in the program

•

Secure funds to match institutional commitment up to $10,000 in assistance for each
qualified homebuyer purchasing a first home in the neighborhood

Reduce absentee ownership by creating incentives for homebuyers to rehabilitate and
purchase two-family and multi-family buildings, and to reduce the number of units when
appropriate.

Tasks:

Belmont Avenue near
Rosa Road and develop a

•

Identify properties with absentee owners and target homeownership and housing
rehabilitation assistance to these properties

•

Complete housing conditions inventory to identify vacant and deteriorated structures as
demolition targets for new development, greenspace or parking and structurally sound
buildings as rehabilitation projects

•

Demolish deteriorated properties and create shovel ready sites along Van Vranken to build
new town homes including, perhaps, housing for graduate students or college staff

•

Strengthen existing zoning to reduce potential for inappropriate subdivision of single and
two family buildings into multi-unit apartments and target subdivided structures for
conversion to lower density residential uses

•

Implement initiative to sell or transfer abandoned properties to adjacent property owners

strategy to address the
situation.

Action 5:

Market the neighborhood as a desirable location to raise a family.

Tasks:

•

Conduct meetings with realtors to discuss neighborhood assets and produce a brochure for
distribution by banks, mortgage companies and realtors stressing these assets
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Vision: Beautiful, Clean and Green Community
Goal Six: Parks and Recreation
MAINTAIN EXISTING PARKS AND GREENSPACE AND ADD NEW RECREATION AMENITIES THAT APPEAL TO RESIDENTS
OF ALL AGES AND ABILITIES AS IDENTIFIED ON THE 2005 PARK IMPROVEMENT LIST.
Action 1:

Make improvements to Steinmetz Park.

Tasks:

•

Implement the City’s 2005 Park Improvement List including maintaining tennis and
basketball courts, soccer fields and play equipment

•

Investigate re-opening the pond for swimming

•

Investigate relocating the playground further away from the road for safety considerations

of improvements to

•

Repair the bathhouse

improve circulation, calm

•

Create a skateboard park

•

Construct sidewalks along Lenox Road near the park entrance

The plan outlines a series

traffic, and increase
livability while also
encouraging the use of
public transit.

Action 2:

Make improvements to Carrie Street Playground

Tasks:

•

Implement the City’s 2005 Park Improvement Plan including repairing and maintaining the
basketball court and playground equipment
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Action Plan
Action 3:

Implement the Steinmetz Park Master Plan (2006)

Tasks:

•

Implement improvements to the bath house area including building rehabilitation,
concessions, signage, plantings and pavilion with terrace

•

Create “The Core Entrance” a new spine through the park by enhancing Hendrikson Avenue,
calming traffic, improving walkways from parking areas and landscaping

•

Improve the playground area through new signage, landscaping, benches, gates, new
equipment and splash pool

•

Improve the picnic area by installing concrete pads for tables and adding a nearby satellite
parking lot

•

Add aeration fountains to the pond and eliminate invasive species

•

Create a dog park

such as speeding, traffic

•

Increase capacity for active recreation including a multi-purpose field

enforcement, and cut-

•

Improve existing trails and overlooks and build new trails

•

Increase active recreation at Kailberg field by creating new fields

•

Implement the City’s 2005 Park Improvement List by mowing tall grass and cleaning up
leaves

Transportation issues

through traffic have been
identified as important
issues.

Action 5:

Develop new recreational facilities.

Tasks:

Action 6:

•

Investigate the development of an indoor activity center at the Bathhouse which could serve
younger children in the neighborhood

•

Develop the City-owned wooded area between Kailberg Road and Oakland Avenue into park
land and provide connections to Kailberg Park and Steinmetz Park

•

Develop a bike trail along the river and connect it to existing bike path (see Action 7)

Maintain the existing park areas.

Tasks:

•

Develop and implement a routine and comprehensive park maintenance system for the
neighborhood parks
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Action Plan
•

Action 7:

Develop partnerships with Steinmetz Park Association, Goose Hill Neighborhood
Association, Northend Homeowners Association, and Northside Business Association to
maintain neighborhood parks

Make improvements to the bike path.

Tasks:

The neighborhood is
home to Steinmetz Park,
Carrie Street Park and
Kailberg recreation area

recreation resources.

Install signs to warn bicyclists of street crossings

•

Install signs alerting bicyclists to nearby services (food, drink, rest rooms, etc.)

•

Connect bike path to the waterfront from Technology Park Drive to Freemans Bridge, and
beyond through ALCO to the Stockade

•

Connect bike path to parks located in the neighborhood

Goal Seven: Landscaping, Gateways & Streetscape
IMPROVE LANDSCAPING AND STREETSCAPING IN THE NORTHSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD.
Action 1:

Clean-up entryways into the Northside neighborhood.

Tasks:

which offer a range of
programmed and natural

•

Action 2:

•

Create a gateway arch or feature on Van Vranken to welcome people to the neighborhood

•

Clean up the entryway adjacent to Yates Village on Wood Avenue

Create pedestrian connections and view corridors linking the neighborhood to the
waterfront and downtown.

Tasks:

•

Plan for the development of pedestrian corridors with sidewalks and safety amenities to
enable residents to cross Erie Boulevard

•

Design improvements to open view corridors from the neighborhood to the waterfront
wherever possible

•

Create physical linkages, using the bike trail and other paths between the neighborhood and
the proposed mixed use developments at East Front Street and future projects on the ALCO
waterfront property
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Vision: Quality Workforce and Growing Businesses
Goal Eight: Major Economic Development
POSITION THE NORTHSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD TO CAPTURE NEW MAJOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
ALONG TECHNOLOGY DRIVE AND ON THE WATERFRONT.
Action 1:

Conduct build-out analysis for identified commercial sites to determine potential end-use.

Tasks:

•

Northside will continue
to benefit from the
economic development
capacity of Technology
Drive and an improved
connection to the Erie

Action 2:

Boulevard Technology

Tasks:

Corridor.

Survey the following sites, mostly located between Van Vranken Avenue and the waterfront
to determine the best approach to redevelopment potential end-uses
o Site at Technology Drive and Maxon Road Extension
o Snow dumping area (City-owned) located on Foster Avenue at the end of Gerling Street
o Former City incinerator site Maxon Road
o ALCO plant (waterfront development)
o Technology site between Seneca and Peek Streets and at Maxon Road and Foster Avenue
o College Park Site and opportunities at the adjacent residential uses around Foster Avenue
o Vacant parcel on corrner of Van Vranken Avenue and Hattie Street

Create strong linkages between the neighborhood and the Little Italy Catalyst Project.
•

Develop Little Italy catalyst in a manner that improves the Northside neighborhood

•

Identify catalyst elements such as a festival or event space, Italian Community Center or
farmers market site, which residents support

•

Create physical and design linkages between the catalyst area and the neighborhood
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Action Plan
Goal Nine: Neighborhood Corridors
MAKE THE NORTHSIDE'S NEIGHBORHOOD CORRIDORS SUCCESSFUL AND ATTRACTIVE, ANCHORED BY AN
IMPROVED VAN VRANKEN AVENUE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT.
Action 1:

Complete redevelopment of Van Vranken Avenue.

Tasks:

The development of a
commercial façade
improvement district on
Van Vranken Avenue will
encourage investment
and improve

Action 2:

•

Complete streetscape improvements including planting new trees, paving the street,
installing and repairing sidewalks, and installing improved street lighting

•

Develop design guidelines for the Van Vranken Avenue corridor that improve the
“walkability” and aesthetics of the corridor

•

Create a unique entryway arch to the shopping area along Van Vranken Avenue (similar to
Little Italy)

•

Develop a façade program for businesses on Van Vranken Avenue based on successful models
funded by Metroplex on Upper Union Street and in the downtown

•

Install trash receptacles on Van Vranken Avenue

•

Improve street lighting on Van Vranken Avenue, Belmont Avenue, and Maxon Road

Encourage the development of small businesses in the neighborhood.

Tasks:

attractiveness of the

•

Conduct a market analysis to encourage the development of small businesses that residents
seek such as a fish market, coffee shop, dry cleaner, more family restaurants, ice cream store,
home supply store, pottery shop, gift shop, farmers market, vintage clothing store, and
teacher supply store

•

Attract a new supermarket to the neighborhood

•

Create financial incentive packages to encourage businesses to locate on Van Vranken
Avenue

•

Create a development strategy for Lower Nott Street

•

Create mixed use residential/retail on Nott Street from Van Vranken Avenue to Seward Place

corridor.
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City-wide Actions Impacting Northside
Vision: Quality City Services Efficiently Delivered
Code Enforcement

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conduct regular comprehensive sweeps of the neighborhood to proactively identify problems
Review and improve the system to monitor existing code enforcement efforts
Evaluate the feasibility of publishing names of code violators and creating a searchable website
Improve technology necessary to integrate property-tracking functions for better inter-departmental communications and enforcement
Review and update existing nuisance abatement codes addressing excessive noise, animal control, alcoholic beverages, curfews, and garbage
Expand code enforcement staff as necessary to meet code enforcement needs
Evaluate the effectiveness of existing penalties for noncompliance and modify as appropriate

Public Safety

•
•
•

Fill existing vacancies in the department and expand coverage in the neighborhood after midnight
Address identified public safety concerns including traffic enforcement (parking and speeding), vandalism, petty theft, loitering, and prostitution
Investigate expanded use of video cameras for surveillance at key areas

Infrastructure - Water, Sewer and Utilities

•

Focus on maintenance and upgrades of the City’s water, sewer, storm water, and utility systems

Sidewalks, Lighting, Landscaping/Streetscaping

•
•
•
•
•
•

Inventory and catalog sidewalk conditions in the neighborhood
Evaluate feasibility of developing matching grant program to repair or install sidewalks
Outline a phased plan to improve street lighting in the neighborhood
Review existing landscaping standards and revise as necessary
Allocate resources to monitor compliance with landscaping standards
Establish City-wide streetscaping standards

Transportation - Parking and Traffic

•
•
•

Conduct parking inventory and evaluate feasibility of developing shared off-street parking lots
Concentrate traffic enforcement on narrow residential streets
Review snow removal/alternate side of the street parking plan

Historic Preservation

•

Evaluate the feasibility of conducting a neighborhood historic resource survey
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Action Plan

Contact individual property owners to share information about designation

Vision: Great Homes in Safe and Stable Neighborhoods
Housing

•
•
•
•
•
•

Market the availability of various New York State tax relief programs
Create a deeper financial incentive for homebuyers of two family residences, especially young families
Create a grant or tax incentive program to encourage property owners to reduce the number of residential units in a building
Streamline the tax lien sales process in order to speed redevelopment or transfer properties to responsible parties
Focus on development of neighborhood amenities to create incentives for homeownership in areas with predominantly two-family housing stock by
demolishing blighted structures, installing sidewalks, providing free trees, paint, and lumber, and providing merchant discounts
Create incentives for development in mixed use target areas, in PDD and as part of TIF districts or specialized financing for the waterfront/Alco site.

Neighborhoods

•

Provide staff and financial support for the Neighborhood Associations to implement a block captain initiative or incorporate as nonprofit organizations

Vision: Beautiful, Clean and Green Community
Parks and Recreation

•
•
•
•

Inventory City-owned property owned which could be used for green space
Focus on basic maintenance of existing park resources before adding new amenities
Develop partnerships for monitoring and maintenance with community groups and schools
Develop greenway/bikeway linking all of the City’s major park resources and linking into regional trail network

Beautification - Trees, Landscaping, Gateways and Streetscaping

•
•
•
•

Continue work with ReTree Schenectady to plant new trees
Ensure that trees are trimmed and that dangerous trees (including stumps) are removed to minimize storm damage
Work with Neighborhood Associations to identify areas for plantings and beautification
Create attractive gateways at the major entrances to the city including Nott Street, Rosa Road, Erie Boulevard and Maxon/Aqueduct

Vision: Quality Workforce and Growing Businesses

•
•
•
•

Plan and develop key sites including Erie Blvd (Upper and Lower); and Waterfront/Alco/ Marinas (consider a waterfront conference center)
Develop/expand industrial park sites at Alco, and Nott Street
Define redevelopment strategies for important neighborhood corridors including Van Vranken
Provide entrepreneurial support programs providing training, technical assistance and access to low interest capital
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