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Introduction
The Stockade neighborhood plan is being developed as part of the City of Schenectady Vision Plan
2020 – the City’s first Comprehensive Plan since 1971. Ten neighborhood plans have been developed as
well as a policy-oriented City-wide plan and a series of catalyst projects. In addition, the City is
revising its zoning ordinance and other land management tools. Each neighborhood strategy outlines
the goals and policies and recommends changes in land use which will guide future livability of the
neighborhood.
The Stockade neighborhood, located between the Mohawk River and the Central Business District,
encompasses 82 acres (the smallest among the city neighborhoods). State Street from the City line to
Erie Boulevard serves as the southern boundary of the neighborhood. The Mohawk River serves as the
northwest boundary of the neighborhood. The CSX rail line serves as the eastern boundary. Erie
Boulevard, from State Street to the rail line, serves as the southeastern boundary.

The Stockade
neighborhood is the oldest
City neighborhood and a
National Register listed
historic district. The plan
builds on this foundation

Community facilities serving the neighborhood include Front Street Park, Riverside Park, the Bus
Station and Amtrak Station. Erie Boulevard and State Street are the major roadways in the
neighborhood, although residents will argue that all streets are used as major thoroughfares to bypass
traffic on Erie and State. The neighborhood contains a strong mix of residential, commercial and
recreational/institutional properties.

to identify a future
heritage tourism
destination.
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Demographics
The Stockade neighborhood had a 2000 population of 1,707, a gain of 42.3% between 1990 and
2000 due in part to a change in census tract boundary. Minorities comprise 17.9% of the neighborhood
population. The median age of Stockade residents was 38.6 years, while the median age of City
residents is 34.8 years. The average household size of Stockade residents was 1.49 persons, smallest
among the City neighborhoods. With the exception of pre-school children, all other age groups
experienced population growth. Adults had the largest increase in population at 53.9%, followed by
school-age children (39.1%), and seniors (4.8%). Pre-school children witnessed a 4.8% decline.

Fewer than twenty percent
of units in the
neighborhood are owner
occupied and increasing
the rate of homeownership
and discouraging
conversions is a key of the
plan’s success.

According to the 2000 Census, the median household income for the Stockade Neighborhood was
$26,688. Census figures indicate that approximately 66.9% of households in the City in 2000 were
considered low and moderate income households and 20.8% of residents live below the poverty level.
Further, 45.8% of households in the City are very low income. In 2000, 70.0% of neighborhood residents
were low-income, 48.9% were very low income and 21.9% lived below the poverty level.
There are 1,195 housing units in the Stockade neighborhood, an increase of 42.1% between 1990
and 2000. Of units in the Stockade neighborhood, 19.6% are owner occupied and 80.4% are renter
occupied. During the past decade, the percentage of owner occupied housing has declined; while the
percentage of renter occupied housing has increased. The vacancy rate for rental housing in the
Stockade neighborhood was 8.2% and the rate of for-sale housing was 6.4%. The generally accepted
standards for measuring availability in a healthy housing market are vacancy rates in the area of 5%
for rental units and 1% for purchase housing. Based on the 2000 census, 20.5% of housing units in the
Stockade neighborhood are in three- and four-family homes and approximately 89.3% of structures were
built before 1939. The Stockade has the oldest housing among the City neighborhoods. The median
gross rent for the Stockade neighborhood in 2000 was $516. The median value of owner-occupied homes
in the Stockade neighborhood in 2000 was $125,000 (highest among the City neighborhoods).
Many of the demographic changes described above were influenced by a census tract boundary
change which moved the southern boundary of the neighborhood from Union Street to State Street
encompassing additional residences as well as the large YMCA Single Room Occupancy program.
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Demographics
City
2000
Population Change 1990-2000
Minority Population

-5.7%

Stockade
2000
-

42.3%*

25.5%

5.7%

17.9%

34.8 years

36.6 years

38.6 years

2.23

1.67

1.49

High School Diploma

77.8%

88.0%

86.1%

Bachelor’s Degree or Higher

19.0%

49.7%

39.1%

$29,378

$28,750

$26,688

Low/Mod Income Households

66.9%

54.4%

70.0%

Very Low Income Households

45.8%

35.5%

48.9%

0.1%

-

42.1%

Median Age
Average Household Size

Median Household Income

The Stockade is the site of

Stockade
1990

Housing Unit Change 1990-2000

a stockaded village that

Owner Occupied Units

44.7%

28.6%

19.6%

was established in 1664

Renter Occupied Units

55.3%

71.4%

80.4%

and burned by the French

For-Sale Vacancy Rate

4.6%

10.9%

6.4%

Rental Vacancy Rate

9.3%

11.2%

8.2%

Units built before 1940

56.5%

95.0%

89.3%

Single-Family Detached Units

34.8%

13.8%

8.4%

Two-Family Units

33.7%

25.9%

17.1%

Three and Four-Family Units

12.6%

14.6%

20.5%

$548

$445

$516

42.2%

25.3%

40.5%

$71,200

$105,000

$125,000

25.0%

16.0%

22.4%

$365,997

-

$749,646

in 1690. The H.S. Barney
Building located at 217-229
State Street and 208-218
Liberty Street is
individually listed on the
National Register of
Historic Places.

Median Gross Rent
Rent Burdened Households
Median House Value
Owner Cost Burdened Households
Assessed Value Per Acre

* Note description of census tract boundary change on previous page.
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Zoning

Note: This legend includes all zoning districts in the City of Schenectady.
Some districts may not be represented in this neighborhood.
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Land Use

Note: This legend includes all land uses in the City of Schenectady.
Some uses may not be represented in this neighborhood.
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Land Use
The Stockade neighborhood consists of approximately 82 acres (smallest among the City
neighborhoods). About 26% of the land is tax exempt. Residential properties account for 59.8% of all
land use. Commercial properties account for 19.5% of land use in the Stockade followed by community
service properties (12%). Recreation and entertainment properties comprise 5% of the neighborhood’s
land use. One acre or 2% of the land is vacant. Small amounts of land are used for public service and
industrial properties. The Stockade neighborhood comprises 1.5% of the City’s land area and generates
3.4% of the City’s property tax revenues.

The neighborhood contains
a strong mix of residential,
commercial and
recreational and
institutional properties
including many beautiful
churches and
Riverfront Park.

Front Street Park and Riverside Park are both located in the Stockade along the Mohawk River.
Riverside Park is a six-acre park that offers a basketball court, tennis courts, tot lot, and play
equipment. Front Street Park encompasses 2.6 acres and includes a swimming pool.
The neighborhood is home to the Stockade Historic District, which is roughly bounded by the
Mohawk River, the railroad tracks and Union Street. It includes approximately 380 buildings over a
fifteen-block area. It was the site of the original stockade settlement that was established in 1664 and
burned by the French in 1690. The H.S. Barney Building located at 217-229 State Street and 208-218
Liberty Street is individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It is a large commercial
structure comprising six connected sections that was constructed between 1873 and 1923.
The Schenectady Travel Center is located on State Street west of Erie Boulevard at the edge of the
Stockade neighborhood and near Schenectady County Community College. Bus lines, which provide
regular intercity bus transportation service to and from Schenectady, include Adirondack Trailways,
Greyhound Bus Lines, and Vermont Transit Lines. The Schenectady train station is located one block
north of State Street on Erie Boulevard between Liberty Street and Union Street. AMTRAK provides
regular passenger rail service to and from Schenectady on several of its routes.
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Action Plan
Three neighborhood meetings were held to prepare this action plan. The first meeting, held on
October 18, 2005, discussed neighborhood assets and challenges. The second meeting, held on January
24, 2006 brainstormed actions that would improve the neighborhood. The third meeting held on June
20, 2006 reviewed the action plan and established priorities. The detailed list of goals and actions that
follows emerged from these meetings and outlines the key steps which will move the neighborhood
towards the vision expressed by its residents.
Each of the Schenectady’s ten neighborhood plans addresses the City’s vision for the future:

Concentrated and
consistent code
enforcement, with an
officer assigned to the
neighborhood is a vital
ingredient for
neighborhood
revitalization in Stockade.

“Schenectady is a city rich in history and heritage, and the very birthplace of American technical
innovation. Today, Schenectady remains a culturally diverse, yet contemporary community of
proud people who believe a brighter future lies within the strengths of their city’s many assets,
including beautiful parks, dynamic and architecturally unique neighborhoods, and the Mohawk
River that flows along its shores. Now, through 2020, Schenectady will actively build upon this
foundation of strength to become a highly preferred destination for Capital Region families of all
cultures and faiths, who seek quality homes and better schools in safe neighborhoods. They will
be joined by businesses both large and small, both cultural and technical, seeking to expand with
the benefit of an outstanding and educated workforce, and to thrive within a city poised to
continue is proud history of American achievement.”
Four vision elements frame the action plan for the next fifteen years:
•

Quality City Services Efficiently Delivered

•

Great Homes in Safe and Stable Neighborhoods

•

Beautiful, Clean and Green Community

•

Quality Workforce and Growing Businesses
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Action Plan
Throughout the neighborhood planning process many actions and initiatives have been identified that
impact multiple neighborhoods. These programs are described in the City-wide plan. A summary of the
City-wide actions affecting this neighborhood is included at the end of this document. Zoning issues are
not addressed in this plan. They are addressed through a concurrent zoning review process.

Vision: Quality City Services Efficiently Delivered
Goal One: Code Enforcement
CONDUCT AGGRESSIVE CODE ENFORCEMENT FOCUSED ON NUISANCE ISSUES.

Maintaining the sense of
safety in the community

Action 1:

Concentrate enforcement on nuisance issues including owner occupancy, building
neglect/abandonment and problem properties.

Tasks:

•

Emphasize enforcement of the existing Historic District Ordinance

•

Create an inventory of “nuisance properties” including 221 Green Street

•

Review and update existing nuisance abatement codes addressing occupancy, excessive
noise, animal control, alcoholic beverages, curfews and garbage

the speed limit on key

•

Enforce prohibition against using asphalt for sidewalks

streets to twenty miles per

•

Maintain lines of communication with neighborhood association on planning and code issues

will include circulation
improvements, use of video
monitoring, and reducing

hour.

Goal Two: Public Safety
MAKE THE STOCKADE A SAFER CITY NEIGHBORHOOD.
Action 1:

Increase community police presence in the neighborhood and address identified public
safety concerns.

Tasks:

•

Assign one police officer to the neighborhood to work with the neighborhood association to
identify and solve problems such as excessive speeding, drug dealing, and prostitution
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•

Evaluate existing lighting in the neighborhood, add or improve lighting as needed

•

Clean up underpass area at Green Street and add lighting to improve safety

•

Provide assistance to neighborhood residents and groups seeking to form a neighborhood
watch or block captain initiative

Goal Three: Infrastructure
IMPROVE AND MAINTAIN RELIABLE INFRASTRUCTURE AND PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES.
Action 1:

Improve sidewalks throughout the Stockade.

Tasks:

•

Implement a comprehensive streetscape management program to inspect Stockade streets
for condition of pavement, curbs and sidewalks. Pay special attention to the need for
sidewalks on North Ferry Street to Front Street and on Front Street between Governors
Lane and Washington Avenue

•

Meet with stakeholders to determine feasibility of creating a special assessment district in
the Stockade to pay for or match resident contribution for sidewalk improvements

•

Create a stone crosswalk at Erie and Union as a defining element entering the Stockade

•

Revise the City’s snow removal ordinance to require that residents clear snow from
sidewalks within eight hours and enforce compliance with existing or revised ordinance

•

Develop a unified streetscape and sidewalk plan. Create specification for new sidewalks and
brick paving patterns including the areas around trees and plantings in the grassy medians
between the sidewalk and the curb

•

Eliminate all black top sidewalks from the Stockade

Addressing parking
shortages through
development of additional
off street parking and
investigating the
feasibility of shared use
agreements with churches
and restaurants is a
feature of the plan.
Action 2:

Improve the condition of roadways in the Stockade.

Tasks:

•

Inventory existing roadways and prioritize which roads need major restructuring,
resurfacing, and potholes filled

•

Reveal the red brick paving around “The Indian” which is covered by the existing pavement
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Action Plan
Action 3:

Improve appearance of neighborhood streetscape.

Tasks:

The plan will create
unified streetscape,
sidewalk and brick paving

Action 4:

•

Create a uniform streetscape plan and implement it incrementally as other neighborhood
improvements are implemented

•

Work with ReTree Schenectady to identify and prioritize trees in need of pruning (especially
at Front Street and Green Street)

•

Ensure that street lights are bright enough and properly located to illuminate the sidewalk
and ensure pedestrian safety (especially at Ingersoll Avenue)

•

Replace street lighting with period (antique) light fixtures

•

Replace street signs with new signs that include the new Stockade logo and have a brown
background with yellow writing indicating historic streets

•

Remove unnecessary signs to reduce clutter which detracts from the historic district

Provide a physical design element communicating entrances into the Stockade.

Tasks:

patterns including the
areas around trees and
plantings in the grassy

•

Develop a gateway element to use consistently at all entrances to the Stockade, especially at
Washington Avenue at State Street and Ferry Street at Union Street. Given the number of
entrances, a simple, common element that communicates a special place is appropriate

•

Develop a unique arch (distinct from the design element described above) at the southern
end of Washington Avenue that would define the gateway and help control access to the
neighborhood by restricting the size of trucks that can access the neighborhood

medians between the
sidewalk and the curb.

Goal Four: Community Services
BALANCE THE IMPACT OF HUMAN SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS IN OR ADJACENT TO THE STOCKADE ON
NEIGHBORHOOD QUALITY OF LIFE.

Action 1:

Develop a relocation plan for the YMCA.

Tasks:

•

Meet with YMCA officials to discuss relocation and financing alternatives
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•

Identify a mechanism to ensure joint planning between the neighborhood and the major
nonprofit uses (YMCA, YWCA)

•

Develop a reuse program for the YMCA building including student housing for the
Community College, or perhaps market rate senior housing

Goal Five: Transportation
IMPROVE AND MAINTAIN THE TRAFFIC CIRCULATION SYSTEM IN THE STOCKADE
Action 1:

Review pedestrian and vehicular circulation patterns and make improvements to calm
traffic, increase livability and walkability of the neighborhood.

Tasks:

The plan will replace
streetlighting with period

•

Design and install traffic calming features for Union Street. Determine other streets that
would be appropriate for calming measures

•

Implement aggressive traffic enforcement to address speeding on Union and College Streets.
Consider implementing a 20 mile per hour speed limit on key neighborhood streets and
modifying signal timing on Union Street to calm traffic

•

Identify needs for new pedestrian facilities, amenities, and safety features, which could
include signage, crosswalks, curb extensions, signals, special pavement treatments at
crossings and traffic signal improvements

•

Evaluate ways to reduce cut-through traffic (especially on Washington Avenue and Front
Street) through the neighborhood, including:

lighting and ensure that
street lights are bright
enough and properly
located to illuminate the
sidewalk and ensure
pedestrian safety.

Making Front Street (between Ferry Street and Church Street) one-way going west and Church
Street one-way going south; or,
o Redesigning the traffic circle around “The Indian” to eliminate the shortcut.
o Discouraging large truck deliveries
Improve pedestrian connections between the neighborhood and Downtown, Schenectady
Community College and Union College by improving crossings on State and Erie
o

•
•

Remove the “right-on-red” on Erie Boulevard at Liberty Street
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Action Plan

Action 2:
Tasks:

•

Consider implementing alternate side of the street parking on Front Street, Ferry Street and
Green Street during snow emergencies

•

Ensure that Erie Boulevard re-design adequately addresses pedestrian safety for crossing at
Liberty Street

•

Install diagonal parking spaces on North Church Street from State Street to Liberty Street

•

Increase frequency of street cleaning

•

Adopt alternate side of the street parking for snow removal and street cleaning

Deter or eliminate tractor trailer traffic in the neighborhood.
•

Alter the Washington Avenue entrance at State Street to eliminate truck traffic entering the
neighborhood from the I-890 ramp by installing an archway that is too low for trucks
(described above), narrowing the entrance (possibly in conjunction with addition of an Erie
Canal Trailway bike lane) or improving signage at the 890 exit at Washington Avenue

•

Post “No Trucks” or “Local Traffic Only” signs in the neighborhood at gateways, especially
Washington Street and Union Street

The City will alter the
Washington Avenue
entrance to the
neighborhood at State

Action 3:

Street by designing a
gateway entrance to the
neighborhood to control

Tasks:

Evaluate the need for additional and/or improved parking in the neighborhood including
the creation of shared off-street parking areas.
•

truck traffic and

Conduct a parking inventory and develop a detailed plan to address deficiencies in
residential and commercial areas which might include:
Diagonal parking on South Church Street between State and Liberty
Additional parking on Front Street
Negotiation of shared off street parking with the churches or overnight parking at restaurant
parking lots
o Creation of additional parking at Riverside Park Cul-de-sacs
Increase parking areas at the end of North Ferry Street, Ingersoll Avenue and North Street
to accommodate a turn-around area for garbage trucks and snow plows
o
o
o

improving signage at the
I-890 exit at State Street.
•
•

Develop a parking plan for lots on the south side of State Street to improve their appearance
and functionality
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Goal Six: Historic Preservation
PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE STOCKADE’S HISTORICAL RESOURCES
Action 1:

Make improvements that will showcase the Stockade’s history.

Tasks:

There was broad

•

Work with Stockade Association and Schenectady Historical Society on a new uniform
plaque program for all historically significant structures in the district

•

Replace all street signs with brown signs with yellow lettering typically used in communities
to signify historic areas

•

Add cobblestones and decorative brickwork at crosswalks

•

Work with neighborhood historic preservation advocates to add a physical demarcation of the
corners of the original Stockade at North Ferry and Liberty Streets, Liberty and Church
Streets, Church and State Streets, State Street and Washington Avenue and Washington
Avenue and Front Streets

•

Include examination of district archeology as an interpretative theme

agreement among
residents to make
improvements to Riverside
Park including shoreline
stabilization, roadway and
parking improvements,
and docks to attract

Action 2:

Evaluate the feasibility of expanding the local historic district or utilizing the existing
Historic Overlay to protect neighborhood properties not included in the Historic District.

Tasks:

•

Identify buildings from 1984 survey appropriate for inclusion in the local Historic District

•

Consider inclusion of buildings along the State Street corridor adjacent to the neighborhood
in the historic district. This will be particularly important as the “supportive
retail/commercial zone” is created (See Goal 9, Action 3)

•

Review current boundaries and proposed new boundaries with City Staff and Historic
District Commission

•

If expanding the district is supported, draft, review and approve changes and re-draw maps
and boundary descriptions for the new historic district

•

Encourage strict enforcement of the Historic District Ordinance

boaters.
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•

Amend Stockade Historic District (A-2) zoning district boundary on City Zoning Map as
necessary to include new buildings.

•

If use of the Historic Overlay District is a preferred method of protection, amend zoning map
to include the overlay over any new buildings identified for protection.

Vision: Great Homes in Safe and Stable Neighborhoods
Goal Seven: Housing
PROVIDE QUALITY AND STABLE HOUSING IN THE STOCKADE.
Action 1:

The plan makes

•

improvements to enhance
the Stockade District’s
historic resources

Action 2:

Meet with stakeholders to discuss financial incentives available under NYS law to encourage
home reinvestment

Reduce number of rental units and encourage conversion to single family housing.

Tasks:

•

including uniform historic
plaques, street signs and
streetscape treatments
such as cobble stones and
decorative brickwork at
crossroads.

Encourage residents to maintain properties.

Tasks:

Identify structures that have been subdivided and target them for conversion

Vision: Beautiful, Clean and Green Community
Goal Eight: Parks and Recreation
MAINTAIN EXISTING PARKS AND GREENSPACE AS DESCRIBED IN THE 2005 PARK IMPROVEMENT LIST.
Action 1:

Make improvements to Riverside Park.

Tasks:

•

Conduct shoreline stabilization study to reduce erosion from floods and waves from boats

•

Develop a plan to resolve drainage problems in the park

•

Evaluate the feasibility of installing docks to encourage boating and access to the
neighborhood from the River
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Action Plan

The plan recommends
supporting existing
commercial and retail uses
and determining the
feasibility of attracting a
community grocery store to
the neighborhood.

Action 2:

•

Widen pathways to accommodate police vehicles and increase police patrol of Riverside Park

•

Clean up vegetation along the river twice a year

•

Replace nets on tennis courts

•

Develop a facility for the Schenectady Rowing Club in the park

•

Create additional parking spaces for Riverside Park at the Pump Station

•

Remove guardrails from parking areas and install a more appropriate barrier

•

Implement the City’s 2005 Park Improvement List by adding an eight-foot climbing rope to
jungle gym and mulching under the swings and merry-go-round

•

Expand Riverside Park to incorporate newly purchased property at end of Ingersoll Avenue

•

Extend walking trail on newly acquired Ingersoll Avenue properties to Union College
Boathouse and East Front Street Park

•

Provide water spigots along Riverside Park at the end of Ingersoll Avenue, North Street,
North Ferry Street and at the Pump Station for watering public landscaping and gardens

•

Remove graffiti from the neighborhood

Add new recreational amenities requested by residents.

Tasks:

•

Improve the Erie Canal trail connections through the Stockade with signage along streets
and possible connection through Riverside and East Front Street Parks
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Vision: Quality Workforce and Growing Businesses
Goal Nine: Neighborhood Corridors
ENHANCE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF EXISTNG NEIGHBORHOOD CORRIDORS BY IMPROVING CIRCULATION,
PEDESTRIAN AMENITIES AND OVERALL LIVABILITY.
Action 1:

Develop a façade improvement program focusing on rear facades of commercial buildings
on State Street.

Tasks:

•
•

Through the plan, the City
will work with the
neighborhood to identify a
“brand” for the Stockade
and implement the

•
•
Action 2:

Support the establishment of a neighborhood general store or grocery store.

Tasks:

•
•

program as part of a
City-wide marketing effort.

Identify buildings on State Street that would be eligible for a façade program and select
priority properties
Utilize successful façade improvement model from Downtown Schenectady Improvement
Corporation (DSIC) and Upper Union Street program funded by Metroplex
Apply for additional state funding to support a façade program
Redevelop 108 Union Street for commercial use

Action 3:

Identify appropriate buildings for a potential grocery store
Steer prospective merchants and commercial realtors toward identified buildings for
development into grocery store

Implement “supportive retail/commercial zone” in the areas adjacent to the Stockade
including Erie Boulevard and State Street.

Tasks:

•

•
•

Implement the recommendation from previous studies to develop a supportive
retail/commercial zone adjacent to the Stockade Neighborhood along Erie Boulevard and Lower
State Street by recruiting merchants and making infrastructure and streetscape improvements
which will draw new business to the area
Improve pedestrian connections between the neighborhood and downtown via Erie Boulevard
Encourage redevelopment in areas bordering the Stockade including between South Church
Street and Erie Boulevard
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Goal Ten: Regional Coordination & Promotion
INVOLVE NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATIONS AND RESIDENTS IN FORMULATING A COMPREHENSIVE CAMPAIGN TO
MARKET AND PROMOTE THE STOCKADE'S HISTORIC RESOURCES.
Action 1:

Develop a branding campaign for the Stockade neighborhood utilizing new logo, plaques,
gateway signage, marketing and promotion.

Tasks:

The plan supports existing

•

Coordinate with, and support efforts by the Chamber of Schenectady County to develop the
Gillette House for tourism promotion and to relocate the Schenectady Heritage Area Visitor
Center from the Schenectady Museum to the Gillette House

•

Work with the neighborhood to identify a “brand” for the Stockade utilizing the new logo;
implement the program as part of a City-wide marketing effort coordinated with
development of the new Visitor Center

•

Produce printed materials including walking tours and interpretative materials

hospitality resources such
as restaurants and hotels
which will distinguish the
Stockade as a heritage
tourism destination.

Goal Eleven: Arts/Cultural/Heritage Tourism
FOCUS CITY AND REGIONAL HERITAGE TOURISM PLANNING AND PROMOTION ON STOCKADE RESOURCES.
Action 1:

Coordinate cultural and heritage tourism events planned for the Stockade with those in
other neighborhoods.

Tasks:

•

Develop a promotional campaign to increase awareness of existing programs and events in
the City

Stockade Neighborhood Plan
17

Schenectady 2020
Comprehensive Plan

Action Plan

Citywide Actions Impacting the Stockade
Vision: Quality City Services Efficiently Delivered
Code Enforcement

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conduct regular comprehensive sweeps of the neighborhood to proactively identify problems
Review and improve the system to monitor existing code enforcement efforts
Evaluate the feasibility of publishing names of code violators and creating a searchable website
Improve technology (software and hardware) necessary to integrate property-tracking functions for better inter-departmental communications and
enforcement
Review and update existing nuisance abatement codes addressing excessive noise, animal control, alcoholic beverages, curfews, and garbage
Expand code enforcement staff as necessary to meet code enforcement needs
Evaluate the effectiveness of existing penalties for noncompliance and modify as appropriate

Public Safety

•
•
•

Fill existing vacancies in the Police Department and expand coverage in the neighborhood after midnight
Address identified public safety concerns including traffic enforcement (parking and speeding), vandalism, petty theft, loitering, and prostitution as
well as nuisance crimes
Investigate expanded use of video cameras for surveillance at key areas

Infrastructure

•
•
•
•

Focus on maintenance and upgrades of the City’s water, sewer, storm water, and utility systems
Inventory and catalog sidewalk conditions in the neighborhood
Evaluate feasibility of developing matching grant program to repair or install sidewalks
Outline a phased plan to improve street lighting in the neighborhood

Landscaping/Streetscaping

•
•
•

Review existing landscaping standards and revise as necessary
Allocate resources to monitor compliance with landscaping standards
Establish City-wide streetscaping standards

Transportation

•
•
•

Conduct parking inventory and evaluate feasibility of developing shared off-street parking lots
Concentrate traffic enforcement on narrow residential streets
Review snow removal/alternate side of the street parking plan
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Historic Preservation

•
•

Evaluate the feasibility of conducting a neighborhood historic resource survey
Contact individual property owners to share information about designation

Vision: Great Homes in Safe and Stable Neighborhoods
Housing

•
•
•
•

Market the availability of various New York State tax relief programs
Create a deeper financial incentive for homebuyers of two family residences, especially young families
Create a grant or tax incentive program to encourage property owners to reduce the number of residential units in a building
Streamline the tax lien sales process in order to speed redevelopment or transfer properties to responsible parties

Neighborhoods

•
•

Provide staff and financial support for the Neighborhood Associations to implement block captain initiative or incorporate as nonprofit organizations
Create target area special assessment districts to fund sidewalk improvements, street trees, neighborhood park improvements

Vision: Beautiful, Clean and Green Community
Parks and Recreation

•
•
•
•

Inventory City-owned property which could be used for green space
Focus on basic maintenance of existing park resources before adding new amenities
Develop partnerships for monitoring and maintenance with community groups and schools
Develop greenway/bikeway linking all of the City’s major park resources together and to the regional trail network

Beautification - Trees, Landscaping, Gateways and Streetscaping

•
•
•
•

Continue work with ReTree Schenectady to plant new trees
Ensure that trees are trimmed and that dangerous trees (including stumps) are removed to minimize storm damage
Work with Neighborhood Association to identify areas for plantings and beautification
Create attractive gateways at the major entrances to the City including State Street and Erie Boulevard

Vision: Quality Workforce and Growing Businesses
Major Economic Development

•

Plan and develop economic development sites including Erie Boulevard (Upper and Lower); and lower State Street.

Entrepreneurship

•

Provide entrepreneurial support programs providing training, technical assistance and access to low interest capital

Stockade Neighborhood Plan
19

