Mohawk River Waterfront
Revitalization Plan
for Schenectady County

March 31, 2010
Developed and submitted by:
Town of Glenville
Town of Niskayuna
Town of Rotterdam
County of Schenectady
City of Schenectady
Village of Scotia
This report was prepared for the New York State Department of State with funds
provided under Title 11 of the Environmental Protection Fund.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Introduction ....................................................................................................................... 1
Section I.Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area Boundary .................................................... 2
Town of Glenville .......................................................................................................... 2
Town of Niskayuna ......................................................................................................... 3
Town of Rotterdam ........................................................................................................ 4
City of Schenectady........................................................................................................ 4
Village of Scotia ............................................................................................................ 5
Section II. Inventory and Analysis ...........................................................................................10
1. Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area—Local Laws and Regulations ................................. 10
2. Existing Land Use ...................................................................................................... 12
3. Land Ownership Characteristics ..................................................................................... 23
4. Existing Zoning and Land Use Regulations ......................................................................... 26
5. Infrastructure........................................................................................................... 37
6. Important Agricultural Land.......................................................................................... 44
7. Sand and Gravel Mining ............................................................................................... 44
8. Topography/Geology .................................................................................................. 45
9. Environmentally-Sensitive Areas .................................................................................... 48
10. Scenic Resources ..................................................................................................... 52
11. Existing Water Resources............................................................................................ 53
12. Fish and Wildlife Habitats........................................................................................... 54
13. Existing Water Use, Public Access and Recreational Resources............................................... 55
14. Historic Resources.................................................................................................... 64
Section III.Proposed Land & Water Uses and Proposed Projects ......................................................68
Key Issues and Opportunities............................................................................................ 68
Proposed Development Projects ........................................................................................ 79
Section IV: Implementation ...................................................................................................88
Implementation Timeline and Potential Funding .................................................................... 88
Proposed Local Laws and Regulations ................................................................................. 91
Appendix A. Public Participation Process ..................................................................................94
Appendix B. Mohawk River Boater Survey .................................................................................96
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INTRODUCTION
Schenectady County is located in eastern central portion of New
York State, north of Albany and in the Albany-Schenectady-Troy
Metropolitan Statistical Area. Schenectady is an irregularly-shaped
county that is bounded on the north by Montgomery and Saratoga
counties; on the east by Saratoga and Albany Counties; on the
south by Albany and Schoharie Counties; and on the west by
Schoharie and Montgomery Counties (Figure 1). With a population
of 145,555 residents (2000 census) and an area of 210 square
miles, Schenectady County is the second smallest of the 57 New
York counties outside of New York City.
The Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area, which is
the subject of this plan, includes land in the five municipalities that
are located directly along the Mohawk River in Schenectady County
including:
Town of Glenville

Figure 1. Schenectady County borders.

Town of Niskayuna
Town of Rotterdam
City of Schenectady
Village of Scotia

Each of these communities is committed to protecting and enhancing Schenectady County’s water resources and leveraging
these assets to contribute to the economic strength of each individual community and to the greater Schenectady County
community. This plan has been developed to assess the current state of Schenectady’s water assets and to create a blueprint
that will guide the future development and management of these areas. The residents of the communities that participated in
this plan were encouraged to participate in its development. A summary of this public participation process is included in
Appendix A.
The Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Plan for Schenectady County was developed in a way that seeks to
balance:
Encouraging economic growth and development
Stewardship to the quality of water resources and overall community life
Improving public access to and enjoyment of recreation, cultural, and historic resources
Participating in regional coordination of initiatives in order to effectively develop Schenectady’s water resources
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SECTION I.

MOHAWK RIVER WATERFRONT
REVITALIZATION AREA BOUNDARY

Schenectady County is comprised of the Towns of
Glenville, Niskayuna, Rotterdam, Princetown, and
Duanesburg; the City of Schenectady; and the Villages
of Delanson and Scotia (Figure 2). The Mohawk River
flows through Schenectady County in a southeasterly
direction and forms a part of the County’s northeastern
border. Within the County, the City of Schenectady
and the Towns of Niskayuna, Rotterdam, Princetown,
Delanson and Duanesburg are located on the southern
side of the Mohawk River; the Town of Glenville and
Village of Scotia are located on the northern side of the
river.
As will be discussed throughout this plan, the
Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area is divided

Figure 2. Schenectady County, New York.

into five sub areas consisting of the communities that
directly border the Mohawk River (Glenville, Niskayuna, Rotterdam, Schenectady, and Scotia). The waterfront boundary for
each community along the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area is shown in Figure 3-5. The existing waterfront access
facilities are shown in Figures 6. A brief description of each participating community and its boundary is included below.

TOWN OF GLENVILLE
The Town of Glenville is located in the northern part of Schenectady County. Glenville was incorporated in 1821 and as of the
2000 census, the town population was 28,183. Glenville has a total area of 50.9 square miles, of which 49.9 square miles is
land and 1.0 square miles (1.97%) is water. The Town is split among three public school districts; Scotia-Glenville, Burnt HillsBallston Lake, and Niskayuna.
Municipal Waterfront Revitalization Boundaries—Beginning at the Town boundary in the Mohawk River; then north
along the Town boundary to Touareuna Road, then east along Touareuna Road and Hatcher Avenue; then east along a line of
350 north of and parallel to Route 5 to the point east of Johnson Road where the Conrail tracks cross Route 5 then east along
Conrail tracks to Rector Road; then south on Rector Road to Route 5; then east along Route 5 to the Town Boundary with the
Village of Scotia at South Toll Street then south and east along the Village boundary to the west side of the Village to the
Town of Glenville boundary at Sunnyside Road then proceeding east along Sunnyside Road to the intersection of Freemans
Bridge Road; then north on Freemans Bridge Road to Maple Avenue; then west on Maple Avenue to the intersection with
Alplaus Avenue; then southeast along Alplaus Avenue to the Town boundary; then south to the Mohawk River; then west
along the Town boundary on the Mohawk River to the point of origin.
Municipal Waterfront Resources—The Town of Glenville has more than 13 miles of riverfront area. Development in
many of Glenville’s riverfront areas is limited due to steep slopes, wetlands, and the presence of railroad lines. The notable
exceptions are the commercial nodes located at the Mohawk Valley Airport, Arrowhead Marina, Maalwyck Park, Freemans
Bridge Road, and the Maritime Center/Mohawk Valley Marine in Alplaus. While development area along Glenville’s waterfront
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is limited, the Town’s residents do enjoy a great deal of access to the waterfront through existing parks and waterfront
resources.
The 100-year flood plain in Glenville is 257 feet above sea level at the western boundary of the Town and 233 feet above
sea level at the eastern boundary.

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
The Town of Niskayuna is located in the southeastern part of Schenectady County and is the easternmost town in the county.
Niskayuna was formed in 1809 and as of the 2000 census had a population of 20,295. The town has a total area of
15.1 square miles, of which 14.1 square miles is land and 0.9 square miles (6.25%) is water.
Municipal Waterfront Revitalization Boundaries—Beginning at the Town boundary in the Mohawk River; then
southeast along the Town boundary to its intersection with VanVranken Avenue/Aqueduct Road; then northeast along
Aqueduct Road to the property line of the Town of Niskayuna Recreation Center (RPS#31-1-74.1) then along that property
line, southeast to a point where it turns northeast, then continues 100 feet southeast and runs parallel along that property line
following the rear property lines of Aqueduct Road properties to the southeast corner of the lot identified as RFP Tax #31-1-21;
to a point where it intersects the rear lot line of Environment One Corporation (RPS #31-1-67.11); then northeast along that lie
to an intersection with the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail, then east along the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail to River
Road; then southeast along River Road to the intersection of Rosendale Road; then southeast along Rosendale Road to the
Town boundary; then east along the Town boundary to the Mohawk River; then north and west along the Town boundary in
the Mohawk River to the point of origin.
Municipal Waterfront Resources—The Niskayuna section of the Mohawk River is approximately 11 miles in length.
The width of the valley at the west end of the town is 4,600 feet. Beginning at the Rexford Bridge, the valley narrows to 1,000
feet. It is at its most narrow point between the cliffs at the GE Global Research Center and the Saratoga County cliffs that are
opposite. At the point on the river that is even with the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail and Blatnick Park, the river valley is
2,500 feet wide.
The general character of Niskayuna’s riverfront is largely undeveloped. Small-scale industrial uses are located at the
west end of Niskayuna’s riverfront near Anthony Street. The Rexford Bridge is a node of mixed use activity to the west and the
Middle Street residential neighborhood to the east. Three large technology/industrial/research facilities (Schenectady Group
(formerly Schenectady International), GE Global Research, Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory) occupy 1.25 square miles and
2.15 miles of river frontage. Located east of these facilities are Blatnick Park, the former Town Landfill, Lock 7 Park, lowdensity residential developments, and agricultural uses. Located east of this area are wetlands and Railroad Station Park.
There is only one bridge over the river in Niskayuna, the Rexford Bridge, which connects Niskayuna and Clifton Park in
Saratoga County. Route 146/Balltown Road is a major commuter connection for residents north of the river that work in
Schenectady County. Niagara Mohawk has four power transmission lines and one gas transmission line that cross the river. A
gas transmission line passes underneath the river at Alplaus. There are two power lines west of the Rexford Bridge and two in
the Lock 7 area.
The 100-year flood plain is at an elevation of 226 at the City Line and approximately 219 at Blatnick Park. The mean river
elevation is 211 feet above Lock 7 and 184 feet below Lock 7. The 27 feet of lift at Lock 7 is the second largest on the Barge
Canal between the top of the Waterford flight and Lake Erie. The 100-year flood plain elevation is approximately 219 feet
above sea level adjoining the bike path below Blatnick Park and former landfill and it is approximately 200 feet at the eastern
county line below the dam at Lock 7. The river valley is very narrow in this section as it is confined by cliffs of the Schenectady
Formation Shale with an average width of 2,000 feet. The river valley widens significantly to width of over one mile at the
county line where the Vischer’s Ferry flats begin.
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TOWN OF ROTTERDAM
The Town of Rotterdam is located in the south-central part of Schenectady County. Rotterdam was formed in approximately
1820 and as of the 2000 census had a population of 28,316. The town has a total area of 36.5 square miles, of which
36.0 square miles is land and 0.5 square miles (1.40%) is water.
Municipal Waterfront Revitalization Boundaries—Beginning at the Town boundary in the Mohawk River; then
southwest along the Town boundary to its intersection with Route 5 South; then southeast along Route 5 South to the
intersection with the Conrail railroad track; southeast along the Conrail railroad track to the point it intersects with the Exist 26
bridge ramp then east to the I-890 eastbound entrance ramp, then southeast along I-890 to the end of the Campbell Road exit
ramp; then southeast to the rear property lines of parcels on Old River Road to a point where it intersects with the City of
Schenectady; then along the City boundary to the point where the Town of Rotterdam boundary on the Mohawk River with it
returns to the west and north to the point of origin.
Municipal Waterfront Resources—The Town of Rotterdam has approximately 8.5 miles of river frontage along the
Mohawk River. Currently, there is limited development on the riverfront in Rotterdam. This is primarily due to Interstate 890
and Route 5S, which pinch in closely to the river bank and limit access and the amount of usable land between the roads and
the river. There are no abandoned industrial or commercial developments along the river in Rotterdam. The section of
Rotterdam between Lock 8 and Campbell Road is the heart of the sole source aquifer from which the Town and City of
Schenectady draw their water supplies. Two large industrial plants are located in Rotterdam’s Waterfront Revitalization Area:
the SI Group (formerly Schenectady International Inc.) in Lower Rotterdam Junction and General Electric’s (GE) Main Plant at
the eastern border with the City of Schenectady. The populated areas of Rotterdam’s Waterfront Revitalization Area are
concentrated in the hamlets of Pattersonville and Rotterdam Junction.
Transportation structures include Locks 8 and 9 on the Barge Canal, three vehicle bridges, and two railroad bridges.
Power lines and natural gas lines cross the river in two locations in the Town. The majority of lands along the river are owned
and/or controlled by local and state agencies. Farming uses are limited and are concentrated in the western portion of the
Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area. Recreational uses are distributed evenly along the riverfront including (from east
to west): Gateway Landing, Lock 8 Park, Kiwanis Park, Woestina Little League Ball fields in Rotterdam Junction, and the
Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail.
The 100-year flood plain is 258 feet above sea level at the western boundary of the Town and 231 feet above sea level at
the eastern boundary. Areas that are vulnerable to flooding include portions of Rotterdam Junction and the Mohawk Hudson
Bike-Hike Trail in the area of Gateway Landing.

CITY OF SCHENECTADY
The City of Schenectady is located in the eastern part of Schenectady County, near the confluence of the Mohawk and
Hudson Rivers. Schenectady was chartered as a city in 1798 and as of the 2000 census had a population of 61,821, making it
the ninth largest city in New York State. The City has a total area of 11.0 square miles, of which 10.9 square miles is land and
0.1 square miles (1.27%) is water.
Municipal Waterfront Revitalization Boundaries—Beginning at the City western boundary in the Mohawk River; then
following the City boundary southwest along the Binne Kill, through Schenectady County Community College, to the location of
the former Erie Canal wall on the GE Main Plant site; then east-northeast along the path of the former Erie Canal to Erie
Boulevard; then northeast along the rear property lines of parcels on the east side of Erie Boulevard to Maxon Road
Extension; then northeast along Maxon Road to VanVranken Avenue then northeast along VanVranken Avenue to the City
boundary; then northwest along the City boundary following it to the river and returning to the point of origin.
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Municipal Waterfront Resources—Schenectady has approximately 2.5 miles of riverfront on the Mohawk River. The
parcels that occupy the bulk of this frontage consist of City park land, two industrial/technology parks, and the City’s waste
water treatment plant. Notably, Schenectady’s riverfront does not have any traditional bulkhead walls or industrial buildings
that were developed to take advantage of river commerce. The original waterfront business, which was located on the Binne
Kill, burned in 1819 and was subsequently relocated closer to the inland Erie Canal, a significant distance from the river. The
one remaining industrial site along the river, the American Locomotive Company (Alco), had no interest in river transport.
Residential development along the river is concentrated in the historic Stockade District neighborhood. Commercial and
business are concentrated south of Union Street and west of Erie Boulevard; industrial uses are located along Erie Boulevard
and Maxon Road. There are four bridges – two for the railroads and two for motor vehicles – making the City the focus of the
travel corridor for Schenectady County. Niagara Mohawk has a major substation with transmission lines that cross the river
east of the Conrail Railroad Bridge.
The 100-year flood plain is at an elevation of 232 feet above sea level in the Stockade District and 226 above sea level at
the waste water treatment plant. The areas potentially impacted by flooding are limited to the Stockade, Schenectady County
Community College, and East Front Street north of Front Street and the Nott Street Industrial Park. The mean river elevation in
the City is 211 feet above sea level.

VILLAGE OF SCOTIA
The Village of Scotia is located in the northern part of Schenectady County, within the Town of Glenville. The Village was
incorporated in 1904 and as of the 2000 census there were 7,957 people living in Scotia. The Village has a total area of
1.8 square miles, of which 1.7 square miles is land and 0.1 square miles (4.49%) is water.
Municipal Waterfront Revitalization Boundaries—Beginning at the intersection of the western Village boundary at
South Toll Street with State Route 5; then follow this boundary south and east to the Village boundary within the Town of
Glenville, east of the Conrail railroad tracks and bridge; then north along that boundary to Sunnyside Road and then west
along Sunnyside Road to the intersection with State Route 50; then south along Route 50 to the intersection of James Street;
then west along James Street to the intersection of State Route 147 and then along Route 147 to the rear lot line of property
with frontage on State Route 5 (Mohawk Avenue); then west along the rear lot lines to Vine Street; then south to Route 5; then
west along Route 5 to the point of origin.
Municipal Waterfront Resources—The Village of Scotia has approximately one mile of river frontage and about seventenths of a mile of waterfront on a backwater that extends from the Glen Sanders Mansion to the Flint House. While the Village
does not have a great deal of river front, the river front land it does have is very active with Freedom Park, Collins Park,
Jumpin’ Jacks Restaurant, Glen Sanders Mansion, the U.S. Ski Team, and a Central Business District within easy walking
distance from the village’s center and residential districts. The Western Gateway Bridge provides a vehicle/bike/pedestrian
bridge connection from the City of Schenectady to the Village’s waterfront area and the Conrail Railroad Bridge at the east end
of the Village generally delineates the portion of accessible riverfront.
The Village owns a five-acre parcel with 1,300 feet of river frontage, which represents an opportunity for public access to
the river. Two major utility lines pass through the Village: the National Grid power transmission line, which cuts across the
Island of the Cayugas and the Village-owned parcel at the Corner of Washington and Schonowee Avenue, and a natural gas
transmission line that enters the Village from the Island of the Mohawks at the Glen Sanders Mansion, proceeds under the
Western Gateway Bridge and runs parallel to Schonowee Avenue until to Washington Avenue. It then runs parallel to the
Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail into the Town of Glenville.
The 100-year flood plain is 234 feet above sea level at the western boundary of the Village and 229 feet above sea level
at the eastern boundary. The areas that are vulnerable to flooding include Schonowee and Washington Avenues adjoining
Freedom and Collins Park.
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Figure 3. Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area Boundaries (northwest section).
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Figure 4. Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area Boundaries (central section).
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Figure 5. Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area Boundaries (southeast section).
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Figure 6. Existing waterfront facilities within the Mohawk River Waterfront Area corridor.
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SECTION II. INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS
The Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area includes the five Schenectady municipalities located directly along the
Mohawk River including Glenville, Niskayuna, Rotterdam, Schenectady, and Scotia (Figure 7). Several major roads traverse
the county including the New York State Thruway (I-90), I-890, and I-88. The school districts within Schenectady County
include the Duanesburg Central School District; Niskayuna Central School District; Rotterdam-Mohonasen Central School
District; Schalmont Central School District; Schenectady City School District, and the Scotia-Glenville Central School District.

Figure 7. Mohawk River Corridor in Schenectady County.

1. MOHAWK RIVER WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION AREA—
LOCAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS
Prior to developing the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Plan, each of the County’s riverfront communities had land use
regulations in place as either local law or ordinance. These regulations include zoning, subdivision, and site plan review
processes. In addition, the Intermunicipal Watershed Board (made up of representatives from the City of Schenectady, Towns
of Glenville, Niskayuna, Rotterdam, and the Village of Scotia) has regulations that govern land uses in order to protect the
drinking water resources located in the USEPA-designated Sole Source Aquifer (Figure 8). The most significant restrictions
affect the areas designated Zone I—Wellhead Protection Zone and Zone II—Primary Recharge Zone, as described below.

WATERSHED BOARD RULES AND REGULATIONS
Sole Source Aquifer
The Land Use Development Restrictions for Zones II and I are listed below.
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Figure 8. Schenectady County Aquifer Protection Zones.
Zone I. Wellhead Protection Zone
Except to the extent that broader prohibitions or more stringent limitations and requirements are set forth in this Section, all
regulations and provisions applicable to Zones IV, III and II shall also apply to Zone I.
All land uses and development activities other than those directly connected wit the pumping and treatment of public
water supplies is prohibited, with the exception of existing single family residences to which the relevant restrictions of
these regulations shall apply.
The storage or handling of any septage, sewage, sludge, animal wastes, human excreta, hazardous material, toxic
substances or radioactive materials, with the exception of existing single family residences to which the relevant
restrictions of these regulations shall apply, and except for fuels and chemicals necessary for pumping and treatment
of water supplies wells, is prohibited.
The bulk storage of coal or chloride salts is prohibited.
The use of pesticides, herbicides, fungicides and fertilizers for commercial/agricultural purposes is prohibited.
No filling, excavation or dredging, other than those activities specifically referred to in Section F. ii, above is permitted
in any manner without prior site plan review and specific approval by the appropriate Municipal Water Purveyor.
Conditions for approval shall include certification and concurrence from the Local Water Purveyor that the activity
shall not contravene water quality standards as set forth in the regulations promulgated under authority of New York
State Public Health Law, Section 1100 and the New York State Environmental Conservation Law, Article 17, and
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amendments thereto, based upon an environmental assessment specifically addressing the need for the activity and
its potential impact.
All other uses of pesticides, herbicides, fungicides and fertilizers shall be in conformance with the application rates
recommended by the Cooperative Extension Association of Schenectady.
The above rules and regulations affect Zones I and II as delineated on the Natural Constraints Map and they are located in the
Town of Glenville, Town of Rotterdam at Rotterdam Junction and Rice Rd. and the Town of Niskayuna.
Zone II. Primary Recharge Zone
Except to the extent that broader prohibitions or more stringent limitations and requirements are set forth in this Section, all
regulations and provisions applicable to Zones IV and III shall also apply to Zone II.
Uses that pose a risk to groundwater quality due to associated storage, use or handling of hazardous materials or
toxic substances as defined by regulations promulgated under authority of the New York State Environmental
Conservation Law Articles 3, 17, 37, or 40 and amendments thereto, are prohibited. These uses include, but are not
limited to, motor vehicle service or body shops; salvage yards; trucking or bus terminals; coin or commercial
laundries; on-site processing relating to dry cleaning and dyeing establishments, furniture stripping and refinishing
operations, printing and photographic establishments; the storage for sale of gasoline, diesel fuel, heating oil,
lubricants, anti-freeze, solvents or agricultural or industrial chemicals.
The commercial excavation or extraction of soils, sands and gravels, with the exception of those existing mining
operations authorized by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation under Article 23 – Title 27
of the New York State Environmental Conservation Law, is prohibited.
The introduction into an existing on-site disposal system of any material that is potentially hazardous to groundwater
quality, including by not limited to petroleum products, solvents or brine, is prohibited.
The establishment of any solid waste management or waste treatment facility is prohibited.
The installation of any solid waste management or waste treatment facility is prohibited.
The internment of human or animal remains is prohibited.
The dumping or disposing of snow or ice collected offsite from roadways or parking areas is prohibited.
Approval is required from the appropriate municipal authority having jurisdiction prior to the installation of any new
onsite septic disposal system or the replacement or expansion of any existing on-site septic disposal systems.
Conditions for approval shall include an engineering plan deemed acceptable by the municipal building inspector
and/or engineer, a site specific soils analysis, verification of the site’s percolation rate and inspection of the site
before backfilling. A copy of the approval will be forwarded to the Municipal Water Purveyor.
Approval is required from the appropriate Municipal Water Purveyor prior to the spreading, application or use of any pesticide,
herbicide or fungicide for commercial agricultural purposes. Applications for approval shall include a description of the area to
be covered, identification of the type and volume of the material to be used plus a full environmental assessment of the
activity’s potential to contaminate the groundwater. A referral is required from the County’s Soil and Water Conservation
District Representative and the County’s Cooperative Extension Office Representative prior to the spreading, application or
use of any pesticides, fungicides, herbicides by any licensed purveyor.

2. EXISTING LAND USE
The existing land use maps for the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area is shown in Figures 9-11 and an inventory of
each municipality within the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area is described below.
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Figure 9. Existing Land Use Map (northwest section).
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Figure 10. Existing Land Use Map (central section).
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Figure 11. Existing Land Use Map (southeast section).
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TOWN OF GLENVILLE
Western Boundary to Rector Road (West of Scotia)
Land use along the Mohawk River in the western end of the Town of Glenville is characterized by large lots, many of which are
used for farming. Railroad property, State-owned land at Lock 9, parcels owned by Scotia Sand and Stone, and the Mohawk
Valley Airport property are also found in this area. At the western boundary of Glenville, the railroad and steep slopes
dominate the riverfront for more than 5,000 feet. Large parcels that are used primarily for farming, due to their location in the
floodplain, are located south of the railroad.
Due to the railroad tracks and steep slopes that separate Route 5 from the river, land use along Route 5, beginning at the
western county boundary, has no physical interaction with the river until Bridge Street (Route 103) at Lock 9, 2.5 miles east.
Land use along this stretch is primarily residential, although on the north side of Route 5 there are two antique/auction
businesses. One mile east of the county line is a node of commercial uses: Brownell Steel, Brennan Trailers, and a parcel
used to store old buses and trailers. Near Lock 9, mining activity by Scotia Sand and Stone between Route 5 and Lock 9 is
obvious, as are other gravel mining sites north and south of Route 5. Mohawk Valley Airport is a 42-acre parcel used for
skydiving, a restaurant, and other recreational activities. An 18.6-acre State Canal Corporation parcel abuts this area along the
river. As of May 2009, the Schenectady County Historical Society has an option to purchase this property. The remaining
portion of the State-owned parcel east of Washout Creek appears to have been mined by Larned and Sons, Inc. for sand and
gravel materials. A strip of riverbank screens this area from the view of river users. The abutting Route 5 uses include the
former and now vacant Elks Club, the Mariaville Fence Company, and a vacant 64-acre parcel that is still being farmed.

Rector Road/Exit 26 Bridge (West of Scotia)
A node of mixed-used activity is located between Rector Road and the Exit 26 Bridge on the NYS Thruway. Commercial uses
include a furniture store, auto repair shop, roofing contractor, machining and manufacturing business, convenience store/gas
station, trucking, bar/restaurant, Arrowhead RV Campground/Marina, Dunkin’ Donuts, two mobile home parks with
approximately 80 mobile homes, and a park and ride lot. A number of single-family homes also occupy this two-mile stretch of
Route 5. The 109-acre sand and gravel mine owned by Scotia Sand and Stone is located south of this development. This
surrounds the 10-acre Town of Glenville wellfield, which constitutes the Town’s water supply.

Westwood Neighborhood/Maalwyck Park (West of Scotia)
The Westwood neighborhood, which is located on the cliff abutting the river, is east of the Exit 26 Bridge on the south side of
Route 5 and is comprised of approximately 25 homes. Three businesses (a roofing contractor, auto sales/repair shop, and a
banquet facility/restaurant) are located to the east before the entrance to Maalwyck Park. Maalwyck Park is a 58-acre park
with 1,600 feet of river front. A large parcel used for farming lies to the east and south of Maalwyck Park. The 29-acre Lock 8
parcel is owned by the State and abuts the river with 1,700 feet of river front. A privately-owned 15-acre parcel lies to the north
and east of the state land. This parcel has 125 feet of river frontage and separates the Lock 8 state land from another Stateowned riverbank parcel, which has steep slopes and 3,100 feet of river frontage. North of the river to Route 5 is a denselydeveloped neighborhood with approximately 670 residential structures (primarily single-family); this neighborhood is organized
in a grid road network that is typical of urban development. East of the state land along the river are seven privately-owned lots
located on Riverside Place between South Holmes Street and Pleasantview Avenue; these cut off public access to the river.

Pleasantview Avenue to Scotia Boundary (West of Scotia)
These parcels, which begin east of Pleasantview Avenue, are located in the floodplain. The nearby Gifford parcel, a NYSDECclassified wetland, is used for growing corn. The State-owned Island of the Onondagas adjoins this area, as does the Countyowned Isle of the Senecas and the privately-owned Isle of the Mohawks. All of these islands are vacant and wooded.
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Village of Scotia to Freemans Bridge (East of Scotia)
East of the Scotia/Glenville border is a large parcel that is owned by Piotrowski. This parcel runs from Sunnyside Road to the
riverbank and is traversed by National Grid transmission lines. Most of Piotrowskis’ land has been used for farming, although a
portion of the property south of Sunnyside Road was used as a municipal landfill over 30 years ago. The land north of the
National Grid property and west of Freemans Bridge Road is comprised of approximately 148 units of garden apartments, 100
senior apartments, and a single-family subdivision of 50 homes, all of which are accessed from Sunnyside Road.

Freemans Bridge Road to Maritime Center (East of Scotia)
Where Freemans Bridge Road crosses the river, the surrounding land is characterized by diverse development. Uses in this
area include: the Water’s Edge Lighthouse Restaurant, which has a dock on the river; the State-owned Freemans Bridge Road
Boat Launch; Water’s Edge Marina (boat sales/service, storage docks, private boat launch); Cady Company Inc. (asphalt
emulsions tank farm); car sales; Skyport Diner; Freemans Bridge Sports Bike and Ski Shop. The D & H Railroad crosses the
river east of the bridge and sweeps in a northeasterly direction parallel to Maple Avenue. The railroad owns 100 acres
between the line and Maple Avenue on which railroad sidings and the main rail are located. National Grid owns 93 acres,
much of which is wetland surrounding the Kromme Kill.

Maritime Center to Alplaus (East of Scotia)
At the west end of this section is a 10-acre island owned by New York State. National Grid has a power transmission line that
crosses the river at this point. The lands owned by National Grid and Kivort dominate the north shoreline of the river. Kivort’s
lot is approximately 62 acres, about a third of which is a DEC-designated wetland. Abutting the river is the 10-acre site of the
Capital Region Maritime Center and the Burnt Hills Rowing Club. The neighboring property downstream is a 22-acre property,
also owned by Kivort, which has about 1,200 feet of river frontage and is occupied in part by the Mohawk Marina. Six buildings
are located on the parcel north of the marina. These buildings are occupied by various automotive and light industrial uses and
they abut a new access road that connects the Maritime Center to Alplaus Avenue. The Hamlet of Alplaus is located between
this point and the county line. Alplaus contains approximately 100 residential structures.

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
Aqueduct Road/Anthony Street
Industrial uses are located east of the City of Schenectady’s Waste Water Treatment Plant along the extension of Anthony
Street, which is a private road (tax maps do not indicate a dedicated roadway beyond the City Line). These uses include
Buhrmaster Energy with bulk storage oil tanks and truck fleet storage, a water supply company, a plumbing business, and a
contractor’s office and warehouse. This area is impacted by the occasional odors that emanate from the City’s wastewater
treatment plant. Immediately adjacent to these industrial uses is a 44-acre State Canal Corporation owned parcel known as
Aqueduct Park, which is undeveloped in this section. The Town of Niskayuna Police Department has an outdoor firing range
on this State property; ammunition is fired into tall soil banks, which contain dredging spoils deposited by the State. This State
land is divided in two locations by National Grid power lines that cross the river into Glenville. To the south of this parcel is an
18-acre, undeveloped parcel owned by Buhrmaster.
The Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail is located north of Aqueduct Road and runs parallel to the road from the city line to
a point about 700 feet east of Balltown Road where it crosses Aqueduct Road. Except for the 7-acre Wells Nursery, land use
on the north side of Aqueduct Road are generally single-family residential between the city line and the proposed Niskayuna
Harbor. On the south side, the dominant land use is the 56-acre Town of Niskayuna Recreation Center property. To the east
are two large parcels; a vacant 11-acre County-owned parcel that the Town has asked the County to convey to the Town for
consolidation with the Town Recreation Center and the 16-acre Jackson Demolition parcel. The remaining development along
Aqueduct Road east to Balltown Road is generally single family residential
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Niskayuna Harbor/Rexford Bridge
Niskayuna Harbor is a 37-acre parcel with 2,700 feet of river frontage that is proposed to be developed as a Planned Unit
Development with approximately 180 dwelling units. The next large land use to the east is the 20-acre Williams Auto Salvage
Yard. It is bounded by the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail to the south, Aqueduct Park (formerly the canal towpath that led to
the aqueduct that crossed the river) to the north, and three residential homes to the east. Aqueduct House, which is owned by
the Town of Niskayuna, is presently vacant. It has access to Aqueduct Park on the river and to Aqueduct Road. Next to the
Aqueduct House is the Boat House, a retail operation that leases canoes, kayaks, boating equipment, and fishing equipment.
Aqueduct Park, north of Williams Auto and east of the National Grid lines, was recently improved with a walking path,
which is four tenths of a mile in length, and a parking area. These improvements were funded by a State Canal Corporation
Grant. Aqueduct Park will also have interpretive displays with information about the Erie Canal and the river geology. This park
is also home to the Aqueduct Rowing Club and the Niskayuna High School Crew (note, the high school crew is looking to
establish its own location). An auto repair/gas station is located at the corner of Aqueduct Road and Balltown Road. The
County of Schenectady owns the triangular parcel across from Aqueduct Road, once the site of a bar/nightclub. The parcel
may be used as part of the proposed Aqueduct and Balltown Road improvements. The Rexford Bridge and Balltown Road is a
major commuter route for employees working in Niskayuna and Schenectady. Adjoining the east side of the bridge is an
abutment of the historic Erie Canal Aqueduct that now serves as an overlook and provides parking for approximately six cars.

Middle Street Neighborhood
The Middle Street Neighborhood is comprised of approximately 40 single family homes that occupy the uplands on the cliffs
above the Mohawk River. There is a steep one-lane road that leads to the river’s edge and a loop where 6 once-seasonal
camps are located. Although the Town plows and performs minor maintenance on the loop, according to real property tax
maps it appears to be located on private property. In the flats abutting this area is a 16-acre State-owned parcel that runs
along the base of the cliffs. Much of this parcel appears to be wetlands. A local resident has a use and occupancy permit from
the Canal Corporation to use a portion of this state land. Schenectady Group, GE Global Research, and Knolls Atomic Power
Laboratory (KAPL) are located south of Middle Street. These industrial/technology campuses occupy more than 800 acres and
11,500 feet of riverfront. The Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail leaves the river vicinity near the Rexford Bridge using an old
railroad bridge and follows the old railroad bed for .75 miles. The trail then climbs steadily to River Road on property deeded to
the Town of Niskayuna by GE and it then passes KAPL along River Road to Blatnick Park where it descends back to the river.

Blatnick Park /Former Town Landfill
This section begins at the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail, which returns to the river edge after detouring around GE Global
Research and KAPL. It descends about 100 feet in elevation over 2,000 feet in distance on the west side of Blatnick Park and
the former landfill, and then continues 4.15 miles to the county line where it enters the Town of Colonie. Blatnick Park is an
11.54-acre Town park that provides an active recreation area for Town residents. The Town’s Transfer and Recycling Center
and the former Town landfill (closed in 1994) are located next to the park on a 110-acre parcel. Next to this property to the
southeast is a 26-acre parcel owned by Goldstock and a 110-acre preserve owned by New York State. These parcels are
separated from the river by a steep bluff about 70 feet in height. The State’s land has many trails that circulate within the
preserve and connect to the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail and Lock 7. The Town's wastewater treatment plant is also
located atop the bluff at the end of Whitmyer Drive.

Lock 7
Lock 7 is the site of a permanent dam and the lock does not have gates that can be raised, as are found at Lock 8 and 9.
Lock 7 serves as a source for the hydroelectric power plant located on the north side of the river in Saratoga County. In the
summer, additional barrier boards are added to the top of the dam to ensure an adequate river elevation to power the hydro
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plant. During the winter, the river elevation between Lock 7 and 8 remains constant after the removal of the barrier boards.
The lift at this lock is 27 feet. This takes boaters from a level of 184 feet below the Lock to 211 feet above it.
On the south side of the river, the Town of Niskayuna operates and maintains a public boat launch at Lock 7 under a Use
and Occupancy permit issued by the NYS Canal Corporation. The Lock 7 Park/picnic area is located in a flat area below the
lock and is maintained by the Canal Corporation. This lock is a popular location for fishing from boat, shore, and ice during the
winter. The Lock 7 Park is also popular for picnics, watching boats pass through the locks, and boating. Access to the Mohawk
Hudson Bike-Hike Trail is located at two points; one at Lock 7 Park and one where Lock 7 Road crosses the trail. The second
location is popular year round because the path is plowed east to the Railroad Station Park during the winter and can be used
by walkers, cyclists, and rollerbladers.

Niskayuna Wellfield
The Niskayuna wellfield and pump station are located on an 8-acre parcel below Lock 7 and the dam. This field pumps
approximately 1.15 million gallons of water daily to supply approximately 39% of the water supply for Niskayuna. A small
residential development (8 homes) is located south of the water plant along Lock 7 Road. Many of these homes are part of the
colonial settlement of the VanVranken Family, who owned a sawmill at this location. The Lisha Kill crosses under Rosendale
Road east of the intersection of Lock 7 Road and empties into a wetland area and backwater of the Mohawk River. The Lisha
Kill drainage area covers a large portion of eastern Schenectady County and the western portion of Colonie. The headwaters
are located at the Schenectady/Rotterdam border near Kings Road. East of this location is Niska Isle, a 125-acre peninsula of
which 68 acres (the Burger Farm) is part of the County Agricultural District and 40 acres are wetlands. This Isle is home to
approximately 6 residential structures and 10 acres of State land, most of which is wetland. Island access is via a one-lane
bridge that arches across a backwater where the Lisha Kill enters the river.

Railroad Station
The Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail and Rosendale Road converge at this point and DEC*designated wetlands line this flood
prone area. One of the ponds is often cleared of snow during the winter and is used by area residents for ice skating. The
Bike-Hike Trail and road again diverge at the property owned by the Latham Water District near Railroad Station Park, which is
used as a pump station. The area east to the county line is developed with approximately 15 single-family homes on lots that
range in size from .25 acres to 2.6 acres.

TOWN OF ROTTERDAM
Hamlet of Pattersonville
The Hamlet of Pattersonville is located at the western end of the County along the Mohawk River. Land uses in Pattersonville
include a gas station/convenience store, veterinary clinic, landscaping/nursery business, rug store, home furnishings store,
post office, and approximately 40 residential structures. Several large vacant parcels are located between Route 5S and the
river, many of which have been used in the past for agricultural purposes. On the south side of Route 5S in the area of the
railroad overpass, nursery stock is grown in the rich soils of the 100-year flood plain. On the north side a parcel west of the
railroad overpass is also used for agricultural purposes.

Rotterdam Junction
The area along Route 5S in Rotterdam Junction consists predominantly of two-family and multi-family dwellings. At the
western end of Rotterdam Junction, south of Route 5S, is a 33-acre beef cattle farm, which is located in an agricultural district
and is owned by the Kaczor family. Commercial uses, such as a packaging company, convenience store, and the
Pattersonville Telephone Company, are located in the center of the Junction. Woestina Elementary School is also located in
the center of Rotterdam Junction. The Route 103 Bridge, which crosses the river on Lock 9, has been recently renovated. On
the east side of Bridge Street is a small restaurant and a recently-developed condominium project adjoining the bridge. NYS
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Canal Corporation owns a vacant 64-acre parcel with 5,200 feet of river frontage just downstream from Lock 9; a portion of this
parcel is reserved for dredging spoils. Larger-lot, newer-residential subdivisions containing approximately 100 structures lie to
the west of Bridge Street. The residential/commercial area at the Junction's center was developed prior to 1940. Large-lot
residential parcels, interspersed with vacant lands, parallel both sides of Route 5S moving west toward Pattersonville.
Located east of the Junction's center is another cluster of non-residential parcels including an auto repair shop,
restaurant/tavern, post office, volunteer fire department, and a restaurant equipment/supply business. The Woestina Little
League fields, which are located on a portion of a 64-acre parcel owned by the NYS Canal Corporation, are located at the end
of Putnam Street. Adjacent to this property lies a parcel, owned by the Keepers of the Circle, that extends behind the
Rotterdam Junction well site and Route 5S. This property is currently used as a Native American Cultural Center by the
Keepers of the Circle. Between this parcel and SI Group (formerly Schenectady International) property is the Mabee Farm
Historic Site, located on a 9-acre parcel owned by the Schenectady County Historical Society. This Farm is purportedly the
oldest home in the Mohawk Valley (300+ years old) and is operated as a popular historic and cultural tourist attraction.
The most prominent land use in Lower Rotterdam Junction is the SI Group, located adjacent to the Mohawk River.
According to the tax assessment database, three commercial uses (tavern, automotive repair and offices) and approximately
40 residential homes are located across from the SI Group’s plant on the south side of Route 5S. The former Bonded
Concrete gravel pit is situated south and west of the SI Group plant. This parcel was conveyed to the Town of Rotterdam for
potential use as a park. The Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail and an auto junkyard are south of this parcel.

Lower Gregg Road to Exit 26 Bridge
Large-lot residential uses are the predominate use on Route 5S beginning at the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail and
continuing past the entrance of Lower Gregg Road. On the north side of Route 5S, the Bike-Hike Trail and the river lead to the
Kiwanis Boat launch and picnic area. There are two commercial uses in this area on the south side of Route 5S, a self-service
storage business and a guide rail installation company. The Plotter Kill passes under Route 5S at the arched Erie Canal Tow
Path Bridge, which is now used as part of the Bike-Hike Trail. To the north lies an inactive apple orchard, which is part of a 92acre farm split by Route 5S.

Lock 8
The Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail and Interstate 890 are the only land uses that abut the river for the next 7,000 feet until
Lock 8. Lock 8 is a popular fishing, boat watching, and picnic area. Lock 8 averages 3,000 pleasure vessels and 180
hire/tour/commercial vessels during the navigation season. Four private homes are located south of the lock. The Town of
Rotterdam water wells and pump station are located 2,500 feet to the east, on the north side of River Road. The City of
Schenectady’s wells and pumping station are located approximately 3,100 feet away on the south side of River Road. The
L&M Motel abuts the Schenectady well site on the south; on the river side of the road, a small parking area has been
developed to access the Bike-Hike Trail. The I-890/Campbell Road interchange is located in the immediate vicinity. Nearby
significant land uses are Rotterdam Square Mall and the Great Flats Nature Trail, a 67-acre parcel owned by the Town.

State Land/General Electric/Schenectady County Community College
To the north of the Campbell Road/Rice Road Exit on I-890 is a 31.5-acre State-owned parcel that is frequently flooded.
National Grid has large power transmission lines that traverse this parcel. Interstate 890 and the Bike-Hike Trail pinch close to
the riverbank for the next 4,000 feet. The Bike-Hike Trail shares access in this area to GE’s Building 271, which is used as a
72 inch water intake facility and is a popular fishing spot for carp. To the east on GE property is a 60 inch discharge pipe for
non-contact cooling water and a 96 inch outfall pipe from the GE waste water treatment plant; both discharges are regulated
by NYSDEC. Continuing east at the service road entrance from I-890 is a 48 inch non-contact cooling water outfall at the
river’s edge.
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The last riverside feature is a presently-unutilized GE intake. It is located at an inlet about 400 feet from the main
riverbank and approximately 250 feet from the western margin of the Schenectady County Community College (SCCC) parcel
described below. GE’s Main Plant, a 640-acre industrial complex that manufactures steam and gas turbines and employs
approximately 4,000 people, is located south of I-890. The west end of the plant is vacant and the site of the west and east
landfill, which was previously used by GE. These old landfills are traversed by two streams: the Poentes Kill and the Poentic
Kill. The bed of the former Erie Canal bisects the GE Plant north of the landfills and south of Building 273.
SCCC and its 36-acre complex of track, ballfields, instructional buildings and parking lots are the next use encounter
along I-890. The Schenectady County portion of the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail begins at this point off of the access road
to SCCC, which provides campus access for those traveling westbound on Route 5 at the Western Gateway Bridge. Gateway
Landing, which provides a small riverside dock, deck, and small pavilion for picnicking, fishing, and a landing place for river
boaters, is also located on this access road.

River Islands
Both the Isle of Cayugas and the Oneidas are located in the Town of Rotterdam, west of and beneath the Western Gateway
Bridge. The Eastern Gateway Canal Corridor study (1994) indicates that the Mohawk River’s islands are important wildlife
habitats and that they should be preserved in their natural state.

CITY OF SCHENECTADY
For purposes of this plan, the City of Schenectady’s Waterfront Area has been broken into four sections; the Stockade
Neighborhood; Downtown; the East Front Street Neighborhood/North End, and the Nott Street Industrial Park/Technology
Park. These areas have been subdivided in accordance with the existing land-use patterns.

Stockade Neighborhood
Schenectady’s Stockade neighborhood (Figure 12) is
bounded on the northwest by the Mohawk River, on the
east by the Conrail railroad tracks, on the south by State
and Liberty Streets, and on the west by the Binne Kill.
The Stockade is predominantly comprised of residential
uses but includes a fair number of professional offices.
Two small parks in the Stockade offer the City’s only
public access to the waterfront; topographic constraints
make access primarily visual. Between 1999 and 2004,
the City acquired two privately-owned parcels that
separate the 6-acre Riverside Park from the 1.3-acre
parcel shared by the Union College Boat House and Little
Front Street Park. A New York State grant assisted the

Figure 12. Schenectady’s Historic Stockade District.

City in this acquisition that unifies 1,800 feet of river
frontage into public ownership. The eastern boundary of the Stockade along the Penn Central railroad tracks contains
commercial and industrial parcels.
Schenectady’s Stockade district is one of the few places in the United States where a thriving residential community has
occupied the same site for more than 300 years. The district’s name refers to the wooden stockades that enclosed the central
settlement for 120 years. In 1962, the City of Schenectady passed a local ordinance making the Stockade district a “historic
district” with special zoning regulations. These regulations have helped preserve this unique collection of 17th and 18th-
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century buildings. Actually a “village within a city”, the Stockade juxtaposes modest city dwellings and mansions with stores,
churches, old factories, public buildings, a YMCA and YWCA, a brew pub, and apartment houses.

Downtown
Interstate 890, the Conrail tracks, and Union Street bound the downtown portion of Schenectady’s waterfront area.
Schenectady's downtown is mainly a business district with a small area of multi-family housing, mostly apartments (formerly
the Barney's and Breslaw Department Stores), along State Street. Various industrial land uses are also within the area,
particularly surrounding the rail lines that bisect downtown and I-890. Within the downtown area there is one small City-owned
green space, Liberty Park, which is located at the foot of State Street at the western edge of downtown.
This portion of the Central Business District includes GE, SCCC, the Schenectady Armory, banks, a number of
restaurants, professional offices and services, and a number of vacant buildings. The majority of the City’s public facilities are
located downtown, including City Hall, the City Police Station, Post Office, Schenectady County Public Library (main branch)
and Schenectady Museum & Heritage Area Visitor’s Center.

East Front Street Neighborhood/North End
The East Front Street Neighborhood/North End is bounded by the Mohawk River to the north, Nott Street Industrial Park to the
east, VanVranken Avenue/Maxon Road/Erie Boulevard to the south, and the Conrail railroad line to the west. The area
includes a small residential section along the southwest edge that borders the Stockade area. The area is known as the East
Front Street Neighborhood and is comprised of small apartment buildings and one or two-family houses. Commercial
businesses that operate along Front Street and Mohawk Avenue consist of taverns, a beverage wholesaler, and an antique
store.

Nott Street Industrial Park/Technology Park
The land use east of this mixed-use neighborhood is predominantly industrial and includes two industrial parks: the Nott Street
Industrial Park, which is located at Erie Boulevard and Nott Street (the former site of the American Locomotive Company) and
the newly-developed Technology Park, which is located off Maxon Road southeast of Erie Boulevard. The new industrial park
has resulted in the construction of 6 new buildings and added 179 new jobs in the City. The Maxon Road area contains many
other industrial uses including railroad tracks, the Gazette Newspaper, and various building contractors. Dimension
Fabricators, a rebar manufacturer, uses the only railroad siding and the only active river port in the area. The City’s waste
water treatment plant, which is privately operated by U.S. Filter, is at the eastern end of Technology Drive at the City’s
boundary with Niskayuna.

VILLAGE OF SCOTIA
The Village of Scotia is the most densely-developed community on the northern side of the Mohawk River. Approximately 400
parcels are within Scotia’s Waterfront Area Boundary. Of these parcels, 70 are commercial properties that are principally
located along Mohawk Avenue between the Western Gateway Bridge and South Reynolds Street. The Village has drafted a
development plan and design guidelines for the business district. In 1997, the Village also organized a Business Improvement
District for the Mohawk Avenue corridor between the Western Gateway Bridge and Vine Street.
Along a backwater of the river that runs parallel to Riverside Avenue, the Village of Scotia is comprised primarily of
residential structures, predominantly one-family homes. A mix of two-family homes and apartments are located nearby
Mohawk Avenue and Glen Avenue, especially in proximity to the Glen Sanders Mansion. The original mansion, which lies
directly adjacent to the Western Gateway Bridge, was built between 1658 and 1680 and has many historical elements intact.
The Glen Sanders Mansion itself is now operated as a restaurant and hotel.
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Collins Park, Freedom Park, and Jumpin' Jacks Restaurant
Collins Park is located across Route 5 and the Western Gateway Bridge. Collins Park is a 54-acre park that offers both
passive and active recreation opportunities. Jumpin' Jacks Restaurant, a classic 1950s style drive-in restaurant (Figure 13), is
located across Schonowee Avenue from the park and directly adjacent to the Mohawk River. Due to its key location on the
river next to Freedom Park, Jumpin’ Jacks is a focal point for summertime activity in the Village.
Freedom Park is located directly adjacent to Jumpin’
Jacks between the Mohawk River and Schonowee Avenue.
Freedom

Park

offers

the

following

amenities;

an

amphitheater/stage for concerts, picnic tables, historic
interpretive signage, and Scotia Landing, a small dock used
by small water craft and the Scotia Fire Department. A small
overlook and interpretive signage are located on the landing
of the former Burr Bridge, which once connected the
Stockade District and the Village of Scotia. Note: recent
minor flooding and ice flow has again caused movement of
limestone blocks along the upstream corner of this old
abutment. Approximately 30 residential homes and one
fraternal

organization

abut

Schonowee

Avenue

and

Figure 13. Jumpin’ Jacks Restaurant.

Washington Avenue.

Pump Station, Bike Path and Piotrowski Farm
A former wastewater treatment plant is located along the river at the corner of Washington and Schonowee Avenues. This
plant was closed in 1976 and is now used as a pumping station for the sanitary sewage that is sent to the Schenectady’s
wastewater treatment system. The unused wastewater treatment buildings are an eyesore. National Grid has easements and
land along this area where the Scotia/Glenville’s 1.2-mile portion of the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail begins.
To the north of this area is a 49-acre parcel farmed owned by Piotrowski, which is part of the Schenectady County
Agricultural District. The outlet from Collins Lake flows through this property and a portion of the parcel is designated as a DEC
wetland. This low lying parcel has an elevation of approximately 221 feet and is flooded by the Mohawk River almost every
spring. Piotrowski also owns approximately 100 acres between Sunnyside Road and the Mohawk River. The Conrail tracks
cross the river at this point. Most of Piotrowski's land has been used for farming, although it is reported by NYS DEC that a
former landfill existed in areas near Sunnyside Road, east of the railroad.

3. LAND OWNERSHIP CHARACTERISTICS
TOWN OF GLENVILLE
Western Boundary to Rector Road (West of Scotia)
There are 12 large parcels along the river in this area totaling 300 acres and 23,700 feet of frontage. Nine of these parcels are
privately owned and have 12,300 feet of river frontage. Four of these nine lots are vacant totaling 160 acres, much of which is
in the floodplain. The remaining parcels are comprised of 2 residences; a sand and gravel mine operated by Scotia Sand and
Stone, which is 9 acres in size and has 1,500 feet of river frontage; the former Elks Club; railroad property with 25 acres and
5,500 feet of river frontage; and the Mohawk Valley Airport parcel, with 42 acres and 2,100 feet of frontage. The NYS Canal
Corporation controls two parcels, the 21-acre Lock 9 Park parcel, which has 3,250 feet of river frontage, and the 18.6-acre
parcel abutting the Mohawk Valley Airport and former Elks Club, which has 2,300 feet of frontage.
Page 23

Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Plan for Schenectady County

Rector Road to Exit 26 Bridge (West of Scotia)
The ownership of river front land in this area is predominantly private. The largest parcels are owned by Scotia Sand and
Stone (109 acres with 4,400 feet of river frontage) and Arrowhead Marina and RV Park (29 acres and 1,400 feet of frontage).
The residential development of the Westwood neighborhood that lines the cliffs east of the Exit 26 Bridge occupies 3,700 feet
of river frontage. Access to the river is difficult, but residents have a beautiful view of the river below.

Maalwyck Park to Pleasantview Avenue (West of Scotia)
The Town of Glenville owns the 58-acre Maalwyck Park, which has 1,600 feet of frontage. The State owns 29.2 acres of land
at Lock 8, which has 1,600 feet of river frontage, which is adjacent to 125 feet of frontage owned by Riggi. The balance of the
State-owned property extends for approximately 3,000 feet on the river along a steep embankment.
The floodplain and an island south of the Village of Scotia, totaling 90 acres, are privately owned. Two large parcels
dominate the flats in this area; a 9.5-acre vacant parcel owned by Dunham’s Bay Boat Co., Inc. and Gifford’s 68-acre parcel,
which is used to grow corn. The County owns the Isle of the Senecas, which has 14 acres, and New York State owns the Isle
of the Onondagas, which has 79 acres and is traversed by National Grid transmission lines.

East of the Village of Scotia
East of the Village of Scotia, the large property owners are Piotrowski, with about 271 acres and 3,000 feet of river frontage,
and Polsinelli, with 30 acres and 1,300 feet of river front. East and west of Freemans Bridge is NYS Department of
Transportation (NYSDOT) land with 500-600 feet of river frontage. To the east of the DEC launch are three privately-owned
parcels, totaling 9 acres with approximately 1,000 feet of river frontage. National Grid owns 96 acres and 6,100 feet of frontage
east of the railroad bridge. The Norfolk Southern Railroad owns 100 acres of land located north of the National Grid properties
extending to Maple Avenue. Other large parcels include 62 acres owned by Kivort, west and north of the 11-acre Capital
Region Maritime Center and the Mohawk Marina/Industrial Park, which occupies 22 acres. There are no significant parcels of
publicly-owned land in Alplaus, except the State-owned island just off shore from the Maritime Center. In Alplaus, there are
approximately 25 parcels that have river frontage extending over 2,600 feet.

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
City Line to Blatnick Park
New York State owns the largest parcel in this area, Aqueduct Park, with 44 acres located west of the Rexford Bridge, and a
16.9-acre parcel east of the Middle Street neighborhood. These parcels have a total of 10,290 feet of river frontage, 50% of
which is inaccessible due to the cliffs that line the eastern portion. The only other parcel in this area with river access is the 37acres on Aqueduct Road that is owned by the Harbor at Niskayuna. This parcel has 2,500 feet of river frontage. Although the
SI Group, GE Global Research, and KAPL own a total of 804 acres with 8,150 feet of frontage, much of it is isolated from river
access by cliffs. Security issues have inhibited access to the river in this area for such uses as the Bike-Hike Trail.

Blatnick Park to Eastern County Line
Beginning at Blatnick Park, the Town of Niskayuna and New York State are the predominant landowners in this area, with
ownership of 203 acres and 189 acres respectively. The Schenectady Museum owns an upland preserve of 105 acres south
of Lock 7. Private owners with large lots own a total of 144 acres, half of which are owned by Burger, a farmer on Niska Isle.

TOWN OF ROTTERDAM
Western Town Line to Schenectady International
Nine large vacant parcels make up a bulk of the river frontage on the south side of the river in this area. New York State owns
4 parcels totaling 124 acres and 9,700 feet of river frontage. The largest of these parcels is 64 acres east of Lock 9. There are
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3 large privately-owned parcels west of Lock 9 (totaling 98 acres and 5,750 feet of river frontage) that isolate the State-owned
parcels from public roads and effectively isolate them from potential public use. West of the railroad overpass there are 8
privately-owned parcels with 1,400 feet of river frontage, and just west of Lock 9 is a 1,300 foot section of riverfront owned by
7 private property owners. The Keepers of the Circle own a 2.6-acre parcel that is the site of the Native American Cultural
Center. This parcel is immediately adjacent to the above mentioned 64-acre State owned parcel lot. Next to this parcel is the
Mabee Farm Historic Site, a 9-acre parcel owned by the Schenectady County Historical Society with 800 feet of river frontage.
The Historical Society also owns a 26.5 area site to the west. The SI Group Plant in Rotterdam Junction occupies a 58-acre
parcel with 3,600 feet of river frontage.

Lower Junction to Campbell Road
Governmental bodies own the bulk of land and river frontage in this area due to the proximity of the roads and wellfields to the
riverbank including Route 5S, Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail, Exit 26 Bridge, I-890, Lock 8 and the Rotterdam and
Schenectady Well fields. There are only two privately-owned parcels with frontage on the river. One is a 3.5 acre parcel with
350 feet of river frontage owned by Myers in Lower Rotterdam Junction. The other is the former apple orchard and active farm
owned by Baan, which abuts the west side of the Exit 26 Bridge and the Plotter Kill.
The State owns a 21-acre parcel with 1,100 feet of river front that abuts the railroad tracks south of the SI Group. The
Town of Rotterdam owns the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail on the north side of Route 5S. The adjoining land is the former
Erie Canal and is owned by the State Canal Corporation, as is the strip of land along the river that is 4,200 feet in length. This
parcel becomes wider at the land occupied by Kiwanis Park boat launch and picnic area just west of the Plotter Kill.
The highway interchanges at Exit 26 of the Thruway and the Exit 26 Bridge occupy approximately 40 acres and provide
land for the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail through this area. The land to the east of Exit 26, between I-890 and the river, is
highway right of way until Lock 8. Opposite Lock 8, there are 4 private homes on River Road. The County of Schenectady,
New York State, Town of Rotterdam, and City of Schenectady own a total of 55-acres on River Road. The only private
properties near the City and Town wells are 2 single-family homes on the corner of Schermerhorn Road and the L&M Motel
located on a 5-acre parcel east of the Schenectady wellfield.

Campbell Road to Schenectady County Community College
The western edge of this area is comprised of 4 major parcels. New York State owns the 35.8-acre parcel with 1,600 feet of
riverfront east of Rice Road. This low-lying parcel is prone to flooding and is traversed by a National Grid right of way. To the
south is a 640-acre parcel owned by GE, which is separated from the river by I-890. GE also owns a 17.5 acre parcel with
3,700 feet of frontage along the river. GE's property has a series of outfalls and intakes located along this parcel and an
access road off I-890 to service the area. The last major parcel in Rotterdam is a 34.5 acre parcel, owned by the State, with
1,700 feet of frontage. This parcel is used for SCCC’s athletic fields and access to the Bike-Hike Trail. The Isle of the Cayugas
has three property owners: the State (2.5 acres), National Grid (10.6 acres), and Carl Liss (30.24 acres).

CITY OF SCHENECTADY
Within the Schenectady’s Waterfront Area, 50% of the riverfront is occupied by industrial privately-owned businesses, the
Schenectady Industrial Corporation (SIC, a private organization), or City of Schenectady Industrial Development Agency. The
55-acre Nott Street Industrial Park is owned by the SIC and GE and has 3,100 feet of river frontage. It is an aging industrial
park and may offer redevelopment opportunities in the future. East of the Nott Street Industrial Park is the newly developed
Technology Park, a large parcel owned by COSIDA. There is approximately 500 feet of riverfront on 30 acres within
Technology Park. There is some potential to develop a shoreline trail here, where the City has a sanitary sewer easement
along the river. There is a privately held 8-acre parcel that is surrounded by the industrial park and borders approximately
2,000 feet of shoreline. Although this property was recently rezoned as industrial park, the low-lying nature of the parcel, below
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the 223 foot elevation, makes it prone to seasonal flooding. The area would most likely be classified as a wetland and would
hinder any potential large development of the property.
Approximately 30% of the waterfront in Schenectady is owned by the City: 9.40 acres and 2,270 feet of waterfront in the
Stockade/East Front Street neighborhoods, and 26 acres with 1,900 feet of waterfront at the wastewater treatment plant.
Private residential uses occupy 9% of the riverfront; these are located in the Stockade neighborhood along the Binne Kill.
Schenectady County owns only 1.66 acres in the Waterfront Area at SCCC. In Schenectady’s Waterfront Area, New York
State owns only a small area on Maxon Road where the former Freemans Bridge crossed the river, and the Schenectady
Armory on Washington Avenue opposite SCCC.

VILLAGE OF SCOTIA
The Village of Scotia owns a 4.5-acre parcel upon which the Flint House (Reese Homestead) is located at the foot of South
Reynolds Street. Two thriving private business enterprises are located immediately adjacent to the Western Gateway Bridge:
the Glen Sanders Mansion (Figure 14) and Jumpin Jack’s
Restaurant. The Glen Sanders Mansion has 3 acres of land
and 450 feet of river frontage. Jumpin' Jacks is on a 1.7 acre
parcel of property and has 250 feet of river front. Freedom
Park and other land owned by the Village accounts for the
next 1,100 feet of riverfront. There is also a narrow strip of
land, owned by Lansing, which is approximately 650 foot in
length. This strip is located between Schonowee Avenue
and the Mohawk River. The Washington Avenue right of way
that leads to the Burr Bridge abutment separates this parcel
from the Village's wastewater pump station parcel. The
wastewater pump station is located on 5.6 acres and has

Figure 14. Glen Sanders Mansion.

1,300 feet of river frontage. The remaining 700 feet of the
riverfront that in the Village are privately owned (Piotrowski, Conrail railroad, and National Grid).

4. EXISTING ZONING AND LAND USE REGULATIONS
Land use regulations and existing zoning are described below for each municipality. Existing zoning maps are shown in
Figures 15-17.

TOWN OF GLENVILLE
Wellhead Protection
The Wellhead Protection Zones 1 & 2 for the Glenville Wellfield are located southeast of the intersection of Van Buren Lane
and Guilford Rail and extend from the riverbank in an oblong shape approximately 4,200 feet wide west to east and 5,200 feet
long north to south. The Intermunicipal Watershed Board Rules and Regulations control the types of land uses that may locate
in this area to ensure protection of water quality.
Comprehensive Plan
The Town of Glenville adopted a Comprehensive Plan in 1990 and has conducted studies of the Freemans Bridge Road area
to develop land use strategies. Additionally, the Town adopted two sub-area master plans in 2004; one in the Town Center
area and one within the Freemans Bridge Road corridor. All three plans establish policy for land use, transportation, economic
development and natural resources protection. The Town also adopted an Open Space Plan in 2008, which identifies areas to
be preserved and strategies and funding mechanisms to accomplish open space preservation.
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Subdivision Regulation
Glenville’s Subdivision Regulations were overhauled in 2005, replacing previous regulations that were adopted in 1990.
Zoning
The Zoning Code in the Town of Glenville was originally adopted in 1978 and underwent a major overhaul and was re-adopted
in 2001. This code has been occasionally amended to refine the regulations to address land use and development issues. The
recently revised zoning code includes site plan review conducted by the Planning and Zoning Commission with advisory
review by the Glenville Environmental Conservation Commission and conditional use permits reviewed by the Zoning Board of
Appeals as tools to regulate land uses and site design. The Town has also incorporated the Intermunicipal Watershed Rules
and Regulations to regulate land uses in Zones I-IV, as mapped on Schenectady Aquifer Protection Zones Map, Plate #1.
The Town of Glenville’s zoning in the Mohawk River
Waterfront Revitalization Area promotes policies to preserve
Glenville’s farmland and natural resource areas and encourage
waterfront development in certain appropriate areas. Zoning
districts in Glenville are listed in Table 1. Districts highlighted in
bold fall within the Waterfront Revitalization Area Boundary.
The Riverfront Recreation/Commercial zoning district is a

Table 1. Existing Zoning Districts
RA

Rural Residential and Agricultural

SR

Suburban Residential

RM

Multi-Family Residential

PR

Professional Residential

CB

Community Business

GB

General Business

unique to Glenville. The intent of this district is to facilitate

RDT

Research, Development and Technology

development of water dependent or enhanced uses along the river.

LC

Land Conservation

The zoning focuses waterfront development on five areas with

PPL

Public Park Lands

existing water dependent uses or areas that abut existing

RRC

Riverfront Recreation/Commercial

developments and can be enhanced by additional waterfront

AZ

Airport Zoning

development. A Waterfront Planned Development District (WPD) is

PD

Planned Development

another zoning option in Glenville. The WPD District, which

TCO

Town Center Overlay

operates as a floating zone, is designed to provide flexible

WPD

Waterfront Planned Development District

residential and/or commercial development with predominantly water dependent or water enhanced uses. Areas that are
sensitive wetland environments or farmlands in the floodplain have been zoned Land Conservation to protect them from
development.
Commercial and business zoning along Route 5, Freemans Bridge Road, Maple Avenue and Alplaus Avenue has been
focused to concentrate new development or redevelopment in areas of existing non-residential uses; these regulations
generally encourage “clean” uses to avoid potential impacts to the ecosystem. Glenville’s zoning is described below for each
main area of town.
County Line to Rector Road
The existing zoning on the north side of the river is as follows: Land Conservation (LC) is the predominant zoning for
properties on the river including the State lands, as well as the Balbian and Slezak properties. Along Route 5 there is
a mix of districts including General Business, Rural Residential/Agricultural, and Professional/Residential. These
districts are generally reflective of the land uses on Route 5. The Mohawk Valley Airport and the bulk of the Condon
property are zoned as Riverfront Recreation/Commercial.
Rector Road to Village of Scotia
Route 5 from Rector Road to the Scotia-Glenville Industrial Park is primarily zoned as Community Business (CB).
The area between the CB zone and the river to the southeast is zoned as Rural Residential/Agricultural, Land
Conservation, and Riverfront Recreation/Commercial. This area includes Scotia Sand and Stone, the Town wellfield,
and Arrowhead RV Park and Marina. East of the Exit 26 Bridge and south of Route 5, the zoning in the Westwood
neighborhood is Suburban Residential. Maalwyck Park and Daly Island are zoned as Land Conservation. Two
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parcels west of Maalwyck Park (20 acres) and State Canal Corporation lands east of Lock 8 are zoned as Riverfront
Recreation/Commercial. There are two parcels west of Maalwyck Park and on Route 5 that are zoned as General
Business to reflect their present use; the four parcels north of Maalwyck Park on Route 5 are zoned as Community
Business. To the east of Maalwyck Park, the Lewis Farm (25 acres) is zoned Rural Residential/Agricultural. The
balance of the area between Route 5 and the river, and in the vicinity of Pleasantview Avenue and the Village of
Scotia is zoned Suburban Residential. The flats of Gifford’s Farm and the islands adjoining the south side of the
Village are zoned as Land Conservation.
Scotia Border to Freemans Bridge
In Glenville, the zoning of the existing residential subdivision between Sunnyside Road and the river and east to
Freemans Bridge is designated as Suburban Residential, except for the Polsinelli property, which is Multi-Family
Residential.

The

Piotrowski

property

between

Sunnyside

Road

and

Collins

Creek

is

zoned

Rural

Residential/Agricultural. This property is farmed and includes the site of an abandoned landfill. DEC-designated
wetlands and state land west of Freemans Bridge are zoned as LC. Other lands located between the river and the
wetland areas are zoned as Riverfront Recreation/Commercial. Lands along Freemans Bridge Road are zoned
General Business and Research/Development/Technology (R/D/T). This R/D/T zone continues along Maple Avenue
until the Conrail Interchange meets the D & H Railroad where it changes back to Suburban Residential. The land
between the river and the D & H Railroad is zoned as Land Conservation.
Railroad Bridge to Alplaus
Beginning at the D & H Railroad Bridge, the floodplain, state designated wetlands, and the island in the vicinity of the
Maritime Center are zoned as Land Conservation. The Maritime Center, Burnt Hills Rowing Club, and Mohawk Valley
Marine are zoned Riverfront Recreation/Commercial. A small ‘industrial park’ is located at the south end of Mohawk
Avenue on property owned by Kivort and is zoned Research/Development/Technology. The floodplain of the Alplaus
Creek is zoned Land Conservation, and encompasses the rear yards of residential properties located on Mohawk
Avenue. The remainder of Alplaus is generally zoned as Suburban Residential except for a small area of Community
Business on Alplaus Avenue. The south side of Maple Avenue is generally zoned Suburban Residential.
Preservation of Mohawk Riverfront (270-64.)
The Town has also incorporated a progressive section of zoning code to protect it Mohawk River shoreline. This zoning code
as follows:
General
The Town of Glenville Comprehensive Plan calls for additional access to and usage of the Mohawk River by the
public. It is recognized, however, that the Mohawk Riverfront is a sensitive natural resource worthy of preservation.
While certain types of development are permitted within some of the zoning districts that abut the Mohawk River, it is
important that vegetation along the riverfront be preserved to the extent practicable.
Vegetation and tree retention within 100 feet of the top of the riverbank
No more than 30% of this 100-foot-deep strip shall be clear cut on any one property.
In the remaining 70% length of this strip, the only cutting and clearing allowed is for the purpose of removing
dead trees and vegetation, or trees that may pose a threat to human health, or for the installation of foot
paths or bicycle paths, not to exceed 15 feet in width.
No clear cut shall be wider than 100 feet.
Clear cutting is not allowed on slopes that exceed 10%.
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TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
Comprehensive Plan
The Town adopted an update of its Comprehensive Plan in 2004. This plan was originally adopted in 1960 and was updated in
1971, 1983, and 1993. It includes references to the need to adopt the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area and
enhancement of existing parks along the river.
Wellhead Protection
The Wellhead Protection Zones 1 & 2 for the Niskayuna Wellfield located is located north of Lock 7 Road. Zone 1 is 115 acres
and extends approximate 6,000 feet west beginning approximately 500 feet east of the wellheads 600-900 foot wide along
Lock 7 Roadd and the river. Zone 2 is 345 acres beginning approximately 500 feet east of the wells and encompasses the
areas generally bounded by Lock 7 Road, Niska Isle, and Rosendale Road to a point approximately 250 feet east of Railroad
Station Park. The Town has adopted the Intermunicipal Watershed Board Rules and Regulations as Chapter 217-1 of the
Town Code. These regulations control the types of land uses that may locate in Zone I-IV to ensure protection of water quality.
Subdivision Regulations
Niskayuna’s Subdivision Regulations were originally adopted in 1963 and were substantially revised in 1973. These
regulations have been amended regularly since that time to address development and land use issues with in the Town.
Zoning
The Town Zoning Code was adopted in originally in 1828 and has
underwent major over changes in 1964, 1971 and has been amended
regularly since that time to address development and land use issues with
in the Town. It contains provision for Site Plan Review conducted by the
Planning Commission and Special Use permits (issued by the Town
Board). The zoning regulations control development through site plan
review conducted by the Planning Commission and Special Use permits
issued by the Town Board.

Table 2. Existing Zoning Districts
R-1

Low-Density Residential

R-2

Medium-Density Residential

R-3

High-Density Residential

C-N

Neighborhood Commercial

C-H

Highway Commercial

C-S

Shopping Center Commercial

I-R

Research and Development

Table 2 shows Niskyauna’s existing zoning districts. Districts

I-G

General Industrial

highlighted in bold are districts that fall within the Waterfront Revitalization

L-C

Land Conservation

Area boundary. Detailed descriptions of existing zoning and land uses are

R-P

Residential and Professional

included below.

RR-40

Rural Residential

O-T/LI

Office Technology/Light Industrial

PDD

Planned Development District

Aqueduct Road City Line to Balltown Road
The western portion of the Town is zone General Industrial (I-G)

in the area of the City of Schenectady's Wastewater Treatment Plant and Anthony Street. There is a 200-400 foot
wide Land Conservation district along the river bank to buffer this industrial zoning. Aqueduct Park is zoned as Land
Conservation as are two residential parcels, ECOS (Town owned) and the motor vehicle repair shop at Aqueduct and
Balltown Roads. The 37-acre parcel owned by Niskayuna Harbor is zoned PDD with R-2 underlying. The south side
of Aqueduct Road is generally medium density residential from the I-G zone 2,000 feet east where the I-G zone
resumes. On the north side of Aqueduct Road, the Town Recreation Center is zoned office technology/light industrial.
Parcels to the east are zoned I-G. The auto salvage yard owned by Williams and the immediate properties to the
west are zoned I-G. The I-G zone on Aqueduct Road between the PRD district and Balltown Road has 13 residential
nonconforming residential uses.
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Balltown Road to Blatnick Park
The Middle Street neighborhood is zoned Rural Residential, except for a portion of the 16.9-acre State-owned parcel
that is in the flood plain, which is zoned as Land Conservation. The major business parcels of SI Group, GE Global
Research, and KAPL are all zoned Research and Development Industrial.
Blatnick Park to Eastern County Line
Land Conservation zoning dominates the area from Blatnick Park to Railroad Station Park. This zone generally
extends 400-600 feet from the riverbank inland. The only notable exceptions are Lock 7 Road, which is developed
with approximately eight homes and is zoned Rural Residential. No further development is anticipated in this area
due to steep slopes, flood plain constraints, DEC-designated wetlands, wellhead protection zones, and minimum lot
area requirements. The uplands south of this area that have access to River Road are zoned Rural Residential. Niska
Isle is zoned Rural Residential, except for a Land Conservation Zone buffer that is 150 foot wide along the river’s
edge. The only other zoning district is the Medium Density Residential Zone at the west end of the town beginning at
the western edge of Railroad Station Park and extending east to the Town Line on River Road. This area is
developed with single family homes in general and no further development is anticipated.

TOWN OF ROTTERDAM
Existing Land Use Regulations
Comprehensive Plan
The Town of Rotterdam adopted a Comprehensive Plan in 2001 that recommends zoning changes from Retail Business and
General Business to Residential in the west end the Waterfront Revitalization Area up to zone areas within the wellhead
protection area for the Rotterdam Junction wellfield.
Wellhead Protection Rotterdam Junction
The Wellhead Protection Zone 1 and Wellhead Protection Zone 2, Primary Recharge Zone for the Rotterdam Junction Wells,
extend from the wells in an oblong shape approximately 3,100 feet wide northwest to southeast and 1,000 feet long northeast
to southwest. In this area there are many nonconforming uses such as automotive repair, restaurant, and a volunteer fire
department.
Town of Rotterdam and City of Schenectady Wells
The Wellhead Protection Zones 1 and Primary Recharge, Zone 2 for the Town and City wells on Rice Road extend from the
wells west to Lock 8, north to include island of the Oneidas, south to and including much of the Schermerhorn Hollow
Shopping Plaza and 1,400 ft east of Campbell Road. The Intermunicipal Watershed rules and regulations control the types of
land uses that may locate in the wellhead protection area to ensure protection of the groundwater quality in the area
surrounding wells that is considered most susceptible to contaminating the pumped water if spill or pollutants were to be
introduced to the groundwater.
Subdivision Regulations
The Town has subdivision regulations revised and adopted in 1970 and proposed to be updated in the recently adopted
Comprehensive Plan
Zoning
The Town has had zoning regulation since 1955; these regulations were updated with major revisions in 1988. The Town has
Site Plan and Special Use Permit rules and Regulations as part of this code. The Intermunicipal Watershed Board Rules and
Regulations and Flood Hazard Regulations are incorporated into the zoning code.
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Rotterdam’s zoning districts are shown in Table 3. Districts highlighted in bold are districts that fall within the Mohawk
River Waterfront boundary area. Special purpose districts (Amended 9/15/05 by L.L. No. 16-2005) include Land Conservation
Overlay District (LC), Planned Residential Development District
(PRD), Aquifer Overlay District (AO), Floodway Channel District (F-1),

Table 3. Existing Zoning Districts
A

Agricultural

and Flood Hazard District (FH). Detailed descriptions of existing zoning

RA

Residential Agricultural

and land uses are included below.

R-1

One-Family Residential District

R-2

Two-Family Residential District

R-3

Multiple-Family Residential District

Pattersonville
Zoning in this area contains an assortment of districts and
reflects the mix of uses found in Pattersonville and Rotterdam
Junction. Along Route 5S in Pattersonville the zoning is
General Business and Residential along Elm and Ferry
Streets, which reflects the existing land uses. Agricultural

B-1

Retail Business District

B-2

General Business District

C-1

Corporate Commerce District

I-1

Light Industrial District

I-2

Heavy Industrial District

zoning surrounds these zoning districts.
Rotterdam Junction
Commercial zoning is found further east, on either side of Route 5S in Rotterdam Junction beginning at Bridge Street
and ending at the SI Group Plant. The abutting side streets are generally zoned residential reflecting their existing
land use. There is another small Retail Business zone abutting the Route103 Bridge at Lock 9. Agricultural zoning is
the designation between the river and the dead end side streets between Bridge and Parkis Streets. On the south
side of the former Erie Canal at the end of Iroquois Street is a small Light Industrial zone where Rotterdam Septic
currently operates.
Industrial zoning is located in Lower Rotterdam Junction, north and south of side Route 5S. A segment of
commercial zoning is located on the south side of Route 5S, across from the SI Group site. This strip is surrounded
on all sides by Single Family Residential or Agricultural districts.
Lower Gregg Road to Exit 26 Bridge
This area is zoned Single Family Residential, which accurately reflects the land use on Lower Gregg Road. The north
side of Route 5S is zoned agricultural between the Lower Junction and Kiwanis Park. The south side of Route 5S is
zoned Agriculture and Retail Business. The present recommendation of the Comprehensive Plan is to expand the
Retail Business district to the east to the boundary of an existing Light Industrial District that is south of Route 5S on
the parcel owned by Baan, that abuts the Exit 26 Bridge Interchange for Route 5S. All land north of Route 5S and
east of the Plotterkill is zoned for General Business but has limited access because of the Exit 26 Bridge Interchange.
The Town’s Comprehensive Plan proposes to change the zoning of the State-owned land to Land Conservation with
the privately-owned land to remain commercial.
Lock 8
The existing zoning on the south side of Rice Road from Lock 8 to Campbell Road is zoned as Agriculture. The north
side is generally zoned Industrial.
I-890/Campbell Road to City Line
All land in this section is zoned as Heavy Industrial. Zoning of GE’s Main Plant is proposed to remain Industrial; the
remaining lands south of I-890 North of I-890 and SCC are proposed to be changed to Land Conservation.
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CITY OF SCHENECTADY
Existing Land Use Regulations
Comprehensive Plan
The City has had three generations of comprehensive plans beginning in 1924 when Harland Bartholomew, a noted planner
from St. Louis, drafted a preliminary report on Major Streets, Transit, Parks and Playgrounds. This initial report was followed
by a Comprehensive Plan that was developed for the City in 1971. In 1984, a Comprehensive Economic Plan was written by
Buckhurst Fish Hutton Katz and was adopted by the City. The City has developed a new comprehensive plan (Schenectady
2020), which is neighborhood based and was adopted on March 24, 2008.
Subdivision Regulations
The City has had modern subdivisions regulations since 1968. These regulations have been modified occasionally since then.
Zoning
The City has had a modern zoning code since 1928. It went through major revisions in 1955, 1984, and the City recently
revised and adopted the Zoning Code in 2008 as part of it Comprehensive Planning process. Table 4 summarizes the City’s
existing zoning districts. Districts highlighted in bold are districts that fall within the Mohawk River Waterfront Area boundary.
Detailed descriptions of existing zoning and land uses are included below.
Stockade
The majority of land located within the Stockade

Table 4. Existing Zoning Districts

neighborhood is zoned Stockade Historic Residential.

OS

Recreation and Open Space District

R-1

Single-Family Residential District

RH-1

Historic Residential District

R-2

Two-Family Residential District

RH-2

Stockade Historic Residential District

R-3

Multiple-Family Residential District

According to the City’s Zoning Ordinance, the Historic
Residential classification is intended to promote, maintain,
and

enhance

the

historic

Stockade

neighborhood.

Specialized standards and requirements are necessary to
protect the area’s distinctive residential quality and the

C-1

Neighborhood Retail Business District

architectural or historical significance its structures. Three

C-2

Mixed Use Commercial District

parcels of land within the Stockade are zoned as

C-3

Waterfront Mixed Use District

Recreational and Open Space District. These parcels are

C-4

Downtown Mixed Use District

the municipally-owned Riverside, Little Front Street Park,

C-5

Business District I

and the Union College Boat House, which is located on

I

the Mohawk River.

M-1

Institutional District
Light Manufacturing and Warehouse
District

Downtown
The majority of land located within the downtown portion

M-2

Heavy Manufacturing and Warehouse
District

of the waterfront area is zoned Downtown Mixed Use District. Permitted uses within this zoning district include office,
retail and some types of manufacturing and assembly.
East Front Street Neighborhood/North End
The East Front Street Neighborhood is zoned Waterfront Mixed Use along the Mohawk River and Erie Boulevard.
Zoning in the northern portion of the waterfront area is predominantly Industrial on Erie Boulevard, Maxon Road, and
Technology Drive, and Light Manufacturing for the Ferro parcel, which is 8 acres in area and has 1,900 feet of river
front. The area between VanVranken Avenue, Stevenson Street, and Anthony Street is zoned as Residential.
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VILLAGE OF SCOTIA
Existing Land Use Regulations
Comprehensive Planning
The Village Plan was adopted in 1931.
Subdivision Regulations
The Village’s subdivision regulations were incorporated into the Code of the Village of Scotia when it was adopted in 1993.
Zoning
The Village Zoning Code was adopted in 1969 and has been amended periodically to address new development and land use
issues, such as the regulation of adult entertainment. The zoning code includes Architectural Review under Sec. 250-58.2,
which applies to the Neighborhood Business District, Retail Commercial District, General Business District, the Waterfront
District and Site Plan Review under Sec 250.59.1-11 requires review for most new structures other than single family homes.
The existing zoning districts in the Village are shown in Table 5.
Districts highlighted in bold fall within Scotia’s Waterfront

Table 5. Existing Zoning Districts

Revitalization Area boundary. Special uses are generally allowed

SR-5

Single Residence District

in the business and industrial districts after review by the Board

MR

Multiple Residence District

of Trustees. Detailed descriptions of existing zoning and land

MSMR/POD

Mohawk School Multiple Residence/
Professional Office District

BR

Business Residence District

Scotia Zoning
Currently, Mohawk Avenue and the northern side of

NB

Neighborhood Business District

RC

Retail Commercial

Glen Avenue (from the Western Gateway Bridge to

GB

General Business

Ballston Avenue) are zoned as General Business. From

IN

Industrial District

Ballston Avenue to a point east of Vine Street is zoned

WF

Waterfront District

Retail Commercial. The Glen Sanders Mansion is

PAD

Planned Area Development District

located on the south side of Glen Avenue and is partially

PI

Predominantly Industrial District

uses are included below.

zoned as Retail Commercial with the river frontage and parking area is zoned Single Residential. Consideration
should be given to zoning the parcel as Retail Commercial.
A 4-block area south and west of the central business district is zoned Multiple Family Residence. The remainder
of the land within the Waterfront Revitalization Area is zoned Single Residence. The only Waterfront zoning district is
located on Schonowee Avenue, east of the Western Gateway Bridge. This zone is occupied by Jumpin' Jacks
Restaurant. Collins Park and Freedom Park are zoned as Single Residence as is the remainder of Schonowee
Avenue, the western side of Washington Avenue, and the Village-owned riverfront parcel at the former waste water
treatment plant. The east side of Washington Avenue is zoned as Business Residence and the remaining lands to the
east, including Piotrowski’s farmland and the Conrail Tracks to the eastern Village line, are zoned Industrial. Future
zoning in this area should be examined as part of the on-going study of land use in the area. The presence of Stateregulated wetlands and the potential for development of water-related or enhanced uses should be included in this
review.
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Figure 15. Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area Zoning (northwest section)

Page 34

Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Plan for Schenectady County

Figure 16. Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area Zoning (central section)
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Figure 17. Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area Zoning (southeast section).
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5. INFRASTRUCTURE
TOWN OF GLENVILLE
Transportation
West of the Village of Scotia
Route 5 provides access near the river in the west end of the Town, but the only direct public access to the river is at Lock 9.
Route 5 is a four-lane road and has a 55-mph speed limit from Rector Road to the county line. It becomes a divided highway
due to a change in grade west of Wolf Hollow Road. It has adequate capacity for existing traffic as well as any additional traffic
that could result from the implementation of projects that may be proposed as part of the Mohawk River Waterfront
Revitalization Plan. East of Rector Road, Route 5 (Mohawk Avenue) is the primary road that runs along the river. The speed
limits on this section of the road are 40-45 mph in the town and 30 mph in the Village of Scotia. Access to the river is primarily
from Maalwyck Park Road and Van Buren Lane, which provides access to Arrowhead Marina and RV Park.
Town Line at Sunnyside Road to Freemans Bridge
The Western Gateway Bridge, Mohawk Avenue, and Schonowee Avenue provide the major access points to the river in this
area. Car access to the river is isolated between Washington Avenue and Freemans Bridge; only the Mohawk Hudson BikeHike Trail on the north side connects these areas to the river. Sunnyside Road and Maple Avenue are the main roads that run
parallel to the river. Freemans Bridge Road provides the major north/south connection east of the Western Gateway Bridge.
The D & H Bridge crosses the river east of Freemans Bridge from the City of Schenectady into the Town of Glenville.
Freemans Bridge to Alplaus
Access to the river is limited in the area from Freemans Bridge and Maple Avenue to Alplaus Avenue. Maple Avenue runs
adjacent to the river and is separated from the river by the railroad tracks and associated sidings and the National Grid
property. The intersection of Maple Avenue and Alplaus Avenue can become congested during rush hour as traffic turns left
from Alplaus onto Maple Avenue and by traffic being slowed by the at-grade railroad crossing on Alplaus Avenue. Access to
the river via privately-owned property is available on Mohawk Avenue and Maritime Center Road. Mohawk Marina is a private
marina open to the public for a fee to dock or launch. The Capital Region Maritime Center and Mohawk Valley Rowing club are
non-profit organizations that have access to the river by easement across the property owned by Kivort.

Railroad
The location of the Conrail railroad tracks between Route 5 and the river are a major constraint to river access in the western
portion of Glenville. From the railroad overpass on Route 5 west of Lock 9 to the county line (2.3 miles), grade crossings or
bridges would be necessary to access the river.

Water
Private wells are the water source for the homes and businesses west of Rector Road. Public water is available east of Rector
Road. The Town of Glenville wellfield is located off of Van Buren Lane, south and west of Route 5 and the Exit 26 Bridge. The
wells are located in a very productive portion of the Great Flats Aquifer. The Town pumps an average of 2.1 million gallons per
day and provides water service via a 12 inch line on the south side of Route 5 beginning at Rector Road. This line supplies
homes and businesses along Route 5. The residential developments east and west of Maalwyck Park Road and south of
Route 5 have town water service as well. Public water runs the entire length of Maple Avenue. Alplaus is also served by public
water.
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Sanitary Sewer
There is no public sewer in the western portion of Glenville’s Waterfront Revitalization Area from the county line to the ScotiaGlenville Industrial Park. The Industrial Park is connected to Scotia’s sewers north of Route 5. The residential development
south of Route 5 and east of Bradbury Street is also connected to the Village’s sewer system.
The Town of Glenville recently installed a sanitary sewage pump station on land west of Freemans Bridge. Sewers have
been installed on Freemans Bridge Road and Maple Avenue. The objective of this installation was to provide public sewers to
Freemans Bridge Road, Route 50, the Woodhaven residential development, and the County Nursing Home. Homes along
Maple Avenue can hook into the sewer line using a grinder pump. Sanitary sewers serve Alplaus; the sewage is pumped to
the Maple Avenue sewer line.

Storm Water
The eastern portion of the Scotia-Glenville Industrial Park has storm sewers with an outfall just east of Lock 8.

Water Rescue
The Beukendaal Volunteer Fire District No. 5 has a 15-foot jet sonic boat (water jet propelled) that carries five personnel and is
used to provide on-the-water assistance. The fire department can access the river at Arrowhead Marina, east of Lock 8, and at
an emergency access launch below the Lock east of Lock 8. Another access point is being proposed west of Lock 9 on the
north shore adjoining the Lock.

Potential Threats and Hazardous Waste Sites
In the western end of Glenville, railroads and truck transportation on Route 5 could create hazards to surface and ground
water quality in the event of a derailment or accident. Some wells in the Westwood neighborhood have been contaminated
with TCE, which may have come from the Scotia-Glenville Industrial Park/Navy Depot. Further investigation by DEC is
currently underway to locate the source and determine if mitigating measures must be taken. The homes that were impacted
were disconnected from those wells and placed on Town water.
In terms of non-point source pollution threats, storm water runoff presents a potential impact to water quality due to the
proximity of Route 5 and the use of road salt in the winter. Other potential non-point sources are residential developments and
farmland, particularly if pesticides or fertilizers are used in a manner that result in runoff into the nearby streams or river.
Until recently there was one Inactive Hazardous Waste Site at the Lyons’ property (34 Freemans Bridge Road), which
was identified as a Class 2 Site. DEC determined this site to be an Inactive Hazardous Waste Site that posed a significant
threat to public health and the environment and therefore required action. This 12.5-acre site was occupied by a cooperage,
which is the likely source of PCB and solvent contamination. In 2008, DEC finished a $16 million clean up, which was funded
by the Superfund Program, of the site.

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
Transportation
City Line to Blatnick Park
The road network in this area provides limited access to the river. Aqueduct Road begins at the city line and parallels the river
for approximately 8,400 feet. The only access to the river is at Aqueduct Park just west of the Rexford Bridge. The intersection
of Balltown and Aqueduct Roads is one of the busiest rush hour intersections in the Town as it is a major commuter entrance
to the county from the north. The intersection of Aqueduct and Balltown Roads is scheduled for upgrades, under the State
Transportation Improvement Program, to improve its appearance, safety, and efficiency of operation. The only access to the
river from Balltown Road to Blatnick Park is informal access to the State land at the foot of Williams Street; otherwise river
access is limited by cliffs and privately-owned property. From Balltown Road, the Waterfront Revitalization Area follows the
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Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail, which runs to River Road through the GE Global Research property. River Road parallels the
river and provides access to Blatnick Park.
Blatnick Park to Eastern County Line
The Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail parallels River Road until it reaches Blatnick Park where it diverges, descends to the
river and continues 4.15 miles to the county line. River Road does not provide direct access to the river. Side streets off of this
road to the north lead to small subdivisions that sit on the bluff above the river, the Bike-Hike Trail, and Lock 7. River Road
tees at Rosendale Road and Rosendale Road runs parallel to the river to the county line. There it crosses the Lisha Kill and
runs through the wetlands and floodplain from Mohawk Avenue to the Railroad Station. Public access to the river from
Rosendale Road is provided at two points: Lock 7 Road and Lions Railroad Station Park. Rosendale Road to Mohawk Road is
susceptible to flooding whenever the river floods because the road elevation is less than 190 feet, when the mean navigation
level is 184 feet. The road is also susceptible to flooding where the Lisha Kill crosses under Rosendale Road.

Water
In an agreement with the City of Schenectady, Niskayuna’s water supply is provided via a 12-inch line from North Ravine on
Aqueduct Road near the city line to the Niskayuna Town Recreation Center. There is a gap of 1,000 feet along Aqueduct Road
with no public water. An 8 inch line, supplied by Town water that is fed from Balltown Road, serves the remainder of Aqueduct
Road to the Rexford Bridge. The water main on Balltown Road feeds the Middle Street neighborhood as well, although the
water line does not serve the six homes in the "Gulch". On River Road, the Town has a combination of 12 inch and 8 inch
lines. Water service is available to all properties on River Road. On Rosendale Road, public water is available from Rosendale
Road to Niska Isle and again beginning at the residential property immediately adjacent to the Railroad Station Park to the
Town Line to the east. Niska Isle does not have public water supply.

Sewer and Wastewater
There are no sanitary sewers in the Town of Niskayuna on Aqueduct Road from the city line to Balltown Road. The Middle
Street neighborhood has requested a feasibility study to explore the possibility of adding sanitary sewer. The Harbor at
Niskayuna, if developed, is likely to attempt to provide sanitary sewers that hook into the City of Schenectady Waste Water
Treatment Plant or establish a pump station at Balltown Road and Aqueduct Road. Public sanitary sewer is available on River
Road from Blatnick Park to Rosendale Road. There is no sanitary sewer available on Rosendale Road to the county line. All
homes in this area are served by septic systems.
SPEDES Permit
In Niskayuna, GE Global Research and KAPL have DEC-issued SPEDES permits for the discharge of treated wastewater.
The Town’s Wastewater Treatment Plant has a DEC-issued SPEDES permit for the discharge of treated waste water.

Water Rescue
The Niskayuna Fire District No. 2 has an air boat that can be used to provide water assistance. The department can access
the river at Lock 7, at the water department’s water pump station below the Lock 7, and at the Railroad Station Park launch.

Potential Threats and Hazardous Waste Sites
Within Niskayuna there is one Inactive Hazardous Waste Site, KAPL, which is identified as a Class 2a Site. This is described
by DEC as a "Temporary classification assigned to sites that have inadequate and/or insufficient data for inclusion in any of
the other classifications."
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TOWN OF ROTTERDAM
Transportation
Pattersonville/ Rotterdam Junction
Route 5S is the primary route that parallels the river from the county line to Lower Rotterdam Junction. The Route 103 bridge
provides the only north-south connection across the river. Two side streets in Pattersonville dead end near the edge of the
river. Ferry Street was the south side terminus for Hoffman’s Ferry, which operated in the 1800s. These dead ends are
separated from the river by privately-owned property. The side streets west of the bridge are separated from the river by
privately-owned residential lots. East of the bridge the streets dead end and are separated from the river by state-owned land.
Lower Rotterdam Junction to Schenectady County Community College
The road network is comprised of Route 5S that parallels the river west from Lower Rotterdam Junction to the Exit 26 Bridge.
I-890, parallels the river from the Exit 26 Bridge to Campbell Road and SCCC. I-890 has exits at Campbell Road that provide
access to Lock 8 via Rice Road. Access to the river from I-890 is limited to a service road with access to GE facilities only. The
next access point in the Town is from the Western Gateway Bridge where exits lead to Gateway Landing, the Bike-Hike trail,
and SCCC.
Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail
The Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail runs from the railroad overpass in Pattersonville to SCCC with only a small portion on
Route 5S that detours around railroad tracks and residences in Rotterdam Junction. Parking areas that have access to the trail
are limited to the Lock 8 parking area, Kiwanis Park, and a parking area across from the L & M Motel on Rice Road.

Railroad
In the Town of Rotterdam, the Conrail railroad runs along the Town’s southern border and crosses Route 5S at grade just west
of the center of Pattersonville. As the Guilford Railroad proceeds east, there is a siding that splits south of Rotterdam Junction
to serve SI Group and a bridge that crosses the river into the Town of Glenville. The main line of Conrail continues along the
southern border of the Waterfront Revitalization Area just north of the NYS Thruway.

Water
The wellfield in Rotterdam Junction is located between Parkis and Putnam Streets and provides water from the western county
line to the Baan Farm property just west of the Exit 26 Bridge. The Rotterdam Junction wellfield pumps approximately 400,000
gallons per day. The location of nonresidential uses and septic fields in the wellhead protection area are a potential threat to
this water source. In particular, the automotive repair shop adjoining the Rotterdam Junction Well Field is a concern because
of the presence of petroleum products and other automotive fluids.
The primary water source for the Town is the Rotterdam Well fields located on the north side of Rice Road abutting the
Mohawk River, approximately 3,000 feet west of Lock 8. This well pumps approximately 1.4 billion gallons per year and
supplies the town’s 28,000 residents. The City of Schenectady wellfields are located in close proximity to Rotterdam’s
wellfields south of Rice Road abutting I-890 and pump approximately 5 billion gallons of water per year to the 61,000 city
residents and a portion of Niskayuna.

Sanitary Sewer and Storm water
All properties from the county line to SI Group are on septic systems. SI Group has its own waste water treatment facility and
has been issued a SPDES permit. There is no sanitary sewer service in the area from Lower Rotterdam Junction to SCCC; all
homes and businesses are on septic systems. Those septic systems located in the Wellhead Protection Areas that are
identified as Zone I on the Natural Constraints Map are nonconforming uses under the Intermunicipal Watershed Rules and
Regulations and represent a potential source of contamination to the City of Schenectady and Town of Rotterdam wells. GE
Page 40

Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Plan for Schenectady County
has a wastewater treatment plant for non-contact cooling water and storm sewerage. Their sanitary sewerage is piped to the
City of Schenectady Waste Water Treatment Plant. SCCC is also connected to the City’s waste water treatment plant. Private
contractors collect and dispose of solid waste for all businesses and homeowners in the Town of Rotterdam.
Storm water catch basins are in place in Mariner Estates in Rotterdam Junction and the abutting development along
Alexander Drive. The location of the outfall is between Lots 11 and 12 on Ulrich Drive. Storm sewers are located in the area of
the I-890/Campbell Road interchange. Pipes collects storm water from this area and pass it through the berm north of the
Bike-Hike Trail and interchange in two locations, each of which has flap valves (approximately 5 feet in diameter) to prevent
back flow of flood waters from the abutting lowlands. This area is at an elevation of approximately 215 feet and it floods
regularly. Storm water at the GE Plant is collected and treated onsite by the wastewater treatment plant operated by GE
before it is released to the Mohawk River.
SPEDES Permit
In Rotterdam, the SI group has DEC-issued SPEDES permits for the discharge of treated wastewater.

Water Rescue
The Rotterdam Junction District No. 1 uses a 20-foot Riviera pontoon boat (40 horsepower) to provide on-the-water rescue
assistance in the Rotterdam Junction/Pattersonville area. The access point used to launch this boat is in Kiwanis Park. The
Schonowee Volunteer Fire Company District No. 7 currently uses an inflatable zodiac-type boat with a 25-horsepower motor
for water rescue assistance. This boat can access the river at the Kiwanis Town Park launch, Gateway Landing, and at a
private property in Pattersonville. These fire districts have expressed a need to establish a more formal launch west of Lock 9
to provide emergency water rescue services.

Potential Threats
Hazardous Waste Sites
SI Group’s Rotterdam Junction plant is identified by DEC as an Inactive Hazardous Waste Site Class 2, due to its sixty years
of industrial operation. A DEC consent order has been signed and remedial action is in process. Secondary containment
areas, slurry walls, and other protective measures have been constructed to prevent accidental releases into the river. SI
Group has its own continuously-operating wastewater treatment facility and staff on site. SI Group works closely with DEC
regarding its operations and DEC has issued a SPEDES permit for wastewater discharge at this location.
Truck and rail transport in the Lower Rotterdam Junction to SI Group Plant also represent potential hazards to surface
and ground water quality if an accident were to occur. SI Group operates a specialty chemical plant with bulk storage of
chemicals on site and in railroad car tankers parked on railroad sidings adjoining the plant and Route 5S. The railcar tanks,
however, require special equipment for opening and closing, therefore reducing the chance of any release due to vandalism.
In addition, SI Group has a highly-trained emergency response team that is well prepared to handle any type of spill or
emergency situation. The team, along with other SI Group staff, performs practice drills to ensure preparedness for any such
event. SI Group also works with a Community Advisory Panel to ensure that there is an openness of operation and feedback
from the community.
The GE Main Plant is another Class 2 Inactive Hazardous Waste Site. A DEC consent order was signed in 1995 and
remedial actions are in progress. Much activity has been conducted since 1995 including: the removal of 80 tons of PCB
contaminated sediments and 430,000 gallons of contaminated water from sewers near the "Hi-Yard" electrical station; a
mercury recovery project that netted 12 tons of mercury contaminated dirt and debris around Bldg. 269 and removal of 220
tons of PCB contaminated sludge from storm and sanitary sewers around the site as part of a project to close old unused
infrastructure. To date, more 430 old storage tanks, many of which were located below ground, have been removed.
Groundwater monitoring has shown that the existing underground contamination is not a threat to the Schenectady or
Rotterdam wellfields. Three closed onsite landfills totaling 121 acres are also involved in the continuing investigation to
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determine what types of contamination may be present and determine the appropriate remedial actions. The proposed
Remedial Action Plan has been through a public comment period that began in November of 2004. A Record of Decision that
will finalize remediation action is expected in the near future.
Non-Point Sources
Non-point source storm water runoff represents a potential impact to water quality due to the proximity of Route 5S and the
use of road salt in the winter. A 1998 study by Spectra Engineering identified a possible threat from use of deicing agents on
Route 5S. Other potential non point sources are construction sites, residential developments, and farmland, particularly if
pesticides or fertilizers are used in a manner that result in runoff to nearby streams or river.

CITY OF SCHENECTADY
Transportation
Erie Boulevard, Maxon Road, and VanVranken Avenue parallel the river. Access to the river is provided by side street
connections from these major thoroughfares. Access to the river in the Stockade is limited. Narrow side streets have cul de
sacs that are informally used for parking by residents and visitors to Riverside Park. At the east end of the Stockade, the East
Front Street Pool has parking for 50 cars. This lot also provides access to the parcel owned by Union College, which is home
to a boathouse. The docks at this location are limited to use by Union College to launch boats for the crew teams. The City
maintained an easement across this property at the time of sale to Union College. This easement will allow for a future trail
connection across the property.
The remainder of this area has very restricted river access due to private property and industrial development, except for
the Bike-Hike Trail as it passes under Freemans Bridge. The Western Gateway Bridge and Freemans Bridge are the major
vehicular crossing points for the City. Two railroad bridges cross the river in this area as well. The Conrail/Amtrak Bridge cuts
between the Stockade and East Front Street Neighborhood and crosses the river east of Freedom Park/ Collins Park into the
Village of Scotia. The D&H Bridge crosses the river east of Freemans Bridge into the Town of Glenville.

Water Supply
The City of Schenectady’s water system supply source is a clean and plentiful groundwater water aquifer called the
Schenectady or Great Flats Aquifer. The aquifer, which was first used by the City before 1900, consists of underground sand
and gravel deposits running through the Mohawk River Valley. The water from the aquifer is pumped into the system through a
series of wells located at the treatment plant on Rice Road in the Town of Rotterdam. The water produced by the wells is of
excellent quality prior to treatment; chlorination and fluoridation are the only treatments required. Water is pumped to and
stored in the Bevis Hill reservoir located on Balltown Road in the Town of Niskayuna at an elevation of 508 feet. This reservoir
has a capacity of 21 million gallons.
The City’s water system serves the entire population of the City of Schenectady and a small number of customers in the
Town of Rotterdam. The system also supplies treated water to the Town of Niskayuna for distribution through a portion of their
system. During 2001, the water system produced 4.9 billion gallons of water. The daily average of water produced from 19972001 was 12.7 million gallons. The peak water demand month is generally in August during the garden/lawn watering season.
The City is well served by the water distribution system. The system in the State Street/Erie Boulevard area is the oldest,
installed in the early 1900s, as is much of the Stockade. In recent years the City has begun to systematically replace the aging
waterlines and remove dead ends to improve reliability and quality of the water supply. The water supply system has
undergone recent rehab throughout the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area.

Sanitary Sewer and Wastewater
The City collects solid waste and transports it to a transfer station where it is hauled to landfills that are outside of the Capital
Region. The City’s Waste Water Treatment Plant is located at the foot of Anthony Street immediately adjacent to the Mohawk
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River. Metcalf and Eddy designed the plant in its current configuration. It was constructed in the early 1970s to upgrade and
expand the existing plant that was built in 1950. The wastewater treatment plant was designed to treat an average flow of up
to 18.5 million gallons per day (mgd) of domestic, commercial, and industrial waste. Average daily flows are 12.5-13.5 mgd
with some peaks as high as 26.2 mgd.
The plant has been continuously upgraded since the 1970s. The plant is operated by Veolia Water North America under
contract with the City and collects and treats wastewater from the City of Schenectady, Village of Scotia, and portions of the
Towns of Niskayuna, Glenville, and Rotterdam. The sewage is treated and discharged into the Mohawk River. The Mohawk
River is classified Class “A” by the NYSDEC and therefore the effluent discharge must meet stringent requirements before
being discharged.
The City has a very active pre-treatment program. Currently, there are seven significant industrial users (SIUs) that
discharge to the Sewer Use Ordinance (SUO), defined by the City of Schenectady Industrial Waste Discharge Permit. The City
has an excellent working relationship with all its SIUs.
Storm Water Outfalls
The City has four major storm sewer outfalls into the river. Two are located in the Binne Kill, a 60 inch outfall and an 18 inch
outfall. These drain much of the central portion of the City. A 16” storm drain that empties east of Freemans Bridge and a 6.5
foot arch that drains College Creek passing through the Nott Street Industrial Park serve the north side of the City and the
abutting areas in Niskayuna.
SPEDES Permits
DEC has issued SPEDES permits for the following locations in the City. GE permit is to discharge non-contact cooling water
and storm water that goes through their on site water treatment facility to the Mohawk River. Also a GE facility at the Nott
Street Industrial Park is identified and the City of Schenectady Wastewater Treatment Plant at Anthony Street.

Hazardous Waste Sites
There is one Inactive Hazardous Waste Site within the City, he GE Main Plant, which is identified as a Class 2 Site. A consent
order with DEC was signed in 1995 and remedial actions are in progress. The proposed Remedial Action Plan has been
through a public comment period that began in November of 2004 and a Record of Decision that will finalize remediation
action is expected in the near future.

VILLAGE OF SCOTIA
Transportation
The Western Gateway Bridge, Mohawk Avenue, and Schonowee Avenue provide the major access points to the Mohawk
River in this area. Vehicular access along the river is isolated between Washington Avenue and Freemans Bridge. Only the
Mohawk Hudson Hike-Bike Path along the north side of the river connects these areas near the river. Sunnyside Road runs
parallel to the river from Washington Avenue and connects Freemans Bridge Road in the Glenville to the Village of Scotia.
There is one railroad bridge that crosses the Mohawk River in this area. The Conrail/ Amtrak Bridge cuts between the
Stockade and East Front Street neighborhood in Schenectady and crosses the river east of Freedom Park/ Collins Park into
the Village of Scotia.

Water
The Village’s water wells are located on Vley Road north of the Conrail railroad tracks and west of Sacandaga Road. This
public water supply is available throughout the Waterfront Revitalization Area boundaries. The Village’s water pumping
capacity is 5.6 mgd. On average, the Village pumps 1.06 million gallons per day from its wells to properties within the village.
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Sanitary Sewerage and Storm water
The Village of Scotia provides sanitary sewerage service to all properties within the Mohawk Waterfront Revitalization Area.
Sewage is collected at the former wastewater treatment plant located at the corner of Schonowee Avenue and Washington
Avenue. From there, it is pumped to the City of Schenectady’s sewer system. The daily volume for the Village averages 1.35
mgd.
The Village has two storm water outfalls. The first is a 24 inch outfall that enters the Mohawk River at the Glen Sanders
Mansion. The second outfall enters Collins Creek at Washington Avenue.

Water Rescue
The Scotia Fire Department docks an outboard power boat at the Scotia Landing that is used to provide water assistance.

6. IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL LAND
TOWN OF GLENVILLE
In the Town of Glenville (west of Scotia), there are five large parcels (totaling 248 acres) that contain soils identified by the Soil
Conservation Service soil maps as prime soils for farming. These parcels are located within the 100-year floodplain and are
used primarily to grow corn. East of Scotia, the Piotrowski property comprises 271 acres of land that is identified as farmland.
These acres, however, have not been actively farmed in recent years.

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
The Burger family farm, located on Niska Isle, is approximately 68 acres. This area is identified on the soil classification map
as prime farming soils. No other areas within Niskayuna’s Waterfront Revitalization Boundary appear to be appropriate for
farming either because they are wetlands or have been developed as single family homes.

TOWN OF ROTTERDAM
There are seven parcels of land totaling 227 acres, of which 121 acres are listed in the Schenectady County Agricultural
District west of Rotterdam Junction.

CITY OF SCHENECTADY
The City does not have any agricultural lands.

VILLAGE OF SCOTIA
The Piotrowski lands (Section 39.39-1-1, 49 acres and 39.23-1-3.11, 36 acres with 20 acres in the Village) are identified as
farmland and are part of the County Agriculture District.

7. SAND AND GRAVEL MINING
TOWN OF GLENVILLE
Scotia Sand and Stone owns a nine-acre property that is identified as an active gravel mine. This property has approximately
1,500 feet of river frontage and is located west of the NYS Canal Corporation land located at Lock 9 and south of the railroad
tracks. The largest property mined in Glenville’s Waterfront Revitalization Area is the 110-acre parcel owned by Scotia Sand
and Stone that surrounds the Glenville wellfield.

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
No active mining sites have been identified in Niskayuna.
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TOWN OF ROTTERDAM
No active mining sites have been identified. The Bonded Concrete parcel (78 acres) is a former sand and gravel mine located
in Lower Rotterdam Junction. This mine is now owned by the Town of Rotterdam. State lands north of the Campbell Road
Interchange were previously used for sand and gravel mining. The Town of Rotterdam currently prohibits sand and gravel
mining in the Aquifer Overlay District, which encompasses most of this planning area.

CITY OF SCHENECTADY
There are no any sand and gravel mines in the City.

VILLAGE OF SCOTIA
No active mining sites have been identified in the Village.

8. TOPOGRAPHY/GEOLOGY
TOWN OF GLENVILLE
Topography
The west end of Rotterdam/Glenville is a narrow section of the valley (4,000-6,000 feet wide) that is framed by steep hills that
rise more than 1,000 feet above the Mohawk River in the Rotterdam Hills and more than 750 feet in the Glenville Hills. The
valley becomes significantly wider, increasing to 3-5 miles in width, east of Lock 8. This area is generally known as the Great
Flats and it is the heart of the aquifer. The western portions of the Flats are bounded by terraces that rise from the river to
Route 5 above Maalwyck Park and a second terrace upon which the Scotia-Glenville Industrial Park is located.
East of Scotia, the topography from Sunnyside Road to the river slopes gently to the floodplain that surrounds the
wetlands along Collins Creek and below the Heritage Arms Apartments. The north side of the river east of Freemans Bridge, is
relatively flat with steep riverbanks that confine the floodplain until the lands used by Mohawk Marina and the floodplain
associated with the Alplaus Creek. East of the creek, the riverbank is steep again and restricts the floodplain to a narrow area.

Geology
The geology is more complex at the western end of Glenville due to Hoffman’s Fault. On the west side, the bedrock is thrust
upward approximately 1,000 feet relative to the east side of the fault, exposing Little Falls Dolomite. The steep slopes east of
the fault are characterized by exposed bedrock. The Glenville Hills are made up of the shale and siltstone associated with the
Schenectady Formation. On the flats of the valley, the subsurface geology consists of unconsolidated glacial and fluvial
deposits of sand and gravels. According to the soil survey prepared by the Soil Conservation Service, the soils within the floor
of the Mohawk Valley are generally considered prime for farming, especially the level land within the floodplain. Depth to
bedrock in this area is generally 100-200 feet.
Pre and post-glacial drainage evidence indicates that the Mohawk River cut three different paths through the county
during separate drainage events. The first event drained to the south through Rotterdam, the second drained to the north
through Alplaus and Ballston Lake, and the third drained through Rexford through the cliffs and along the present path of the
Mohawk River. Post-glacial Lake Albany deposits of coarse sands and gravels are underlain by glacial deposits throughout
this area from Rector Road to the Village line. This area is the core of the Great Flats Aquifer, as evidenced by the presence of
the wellfields for the City of Schenectady and the Towns of Rotterdam and Glenville. The unconsolidated fluvial and glacial
deposits have depths of up to 300 feet. The aquifer is capable of supplying in excess of 45 million gallons of water per day.
The Glenville wells are located northwest of the Schenectady and Rotterdam’s wellfields. The aquifer supplying water to these
wells is hydraulically connected to the Mohawk River as was documented by well pumping tests conducted in 1958. The
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supply is plentiful as evidenced by a several day pump-down test, which lowered the depth of water in the well by only .6
feet.

1

East of Scotia, the valley floor is underlain by the shale of the Schenectady Formation. The depth to bedrock varies from
10-150 feet. The sediments that were deposited on the bedrock in this area are mixed stratified deposits of fine-grained sand
with some gravels and glacial till. The northern border is defined by the bluffs that begin north of the Harding Channel (a
former route of the Mohawk River), which runs north of Vley Road along the Conrail Tracks to Sunnyside Road and then
parallels Sunnyside Road and Maple Avenue to Alplaus.
An interesting geological feature was formed in this area when Lake Albany’s elevation was 300-350 feet above its
present level and drained to the north going up the present day Alplaus Creek. The path known as the Ballston Channel
drained to the north through Ballston Lake and Round Lake to the Hudson Channel. During the last glacial period, the present
path of the Mohawk River was blocked by bedrock and when the level lowered to 300 feet, channel overtopping and erosion
began to cut the present river channel.

2

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
Topography
Topography in Niskayuna from the city line to the Rexford Bridge is characterized as a relatively flat terrace between the
riverbank and the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail that parallels Aqueduct Road. Steep slopes rise from the trail to Aqueduct
Road and continue south. The river valley narrows substantially at the Rexford Bridge and is characterized by cliffs along the
river to Blatnick Park. From Blatnick Park to the eastern county line, the river valley is very narrow, with an average width of
2,000 feet, and is confined by cliffs of the Schenectady Formation. The Schenectady Formation transitions into the Utica Shale
Formation at Blatnick Park and runs south to the county line. The valley widens significantly below Lock 9 to the county line
where the Vischer’s Ferry flats begin; the width of the valley is over one mile. The flats below Lock 9 are characterized by farm
land and wetland.

Geology
The Town of Niskayuna is generally underlain by the Schenectady Formation with shale exposures in the area of Aqueduct
and Balltown Road and the cliffs to the east on Middle Street. The Snake Hill Formation, a folded and thrust faulted shale that
outcrops in areas to the south, is east of KAPL. The bedrock throughout most of the area is generally covered by till, silt, and
sand. The till is exposed in the upland areas surrounding the Schenectady-Niskayuna Aquifer System.
As mentioned, pre and post-glacial drainage evidence indicates the Mohawk River cutting three different paths through
the county during separate drainage events. Sand, silt and clay carried by glacial meltwater were deposited in a large
temporary glacial lake, now termed Lake Albany, which covered much of the mid-Hudson valley, including the SchenectadyNiskayuna area. These fine sediments are found in the surrounding valley or interlayered in some places with the coarse
aquifer gravels. The aquifer gravels are found primarily within the center of the channel near the Schenectady wellfield and
comprise most of the channel near the Niskayuna wellfield. Most of the glacially-derived deposits are now covered by sand
and silt that form the modern floodplain.
The coarse sandy gravel unit of the aquifer averages about 50 feet in thickness at the Niskayuna wellfield. The aquifer is
bounded on the southwest and northeast by relatively impermeable till and bedrock of the valley wall. The aquifer continues for
approximately 3miles to the east into the Towns of Clifton Park and Colonie.
1

3

Winslow, Groundwater Resources of Eastern Schenectady County, 1965
LaFleur and Wall, Post Glacial Paleo Channel Development in the Hudson Mohawk Low Lands, New York, 1994
3
Schenectady -- Niskayuna Aquifer System Support Document ,Schenectady, Saratoga, and Albany Counties, New York December
1984- http://www.epa.gov/region02/water/aquifer/
2
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TOWN OF ROTTERDAM
Topography
The west end of Rotterdam/Glenville is a narrow valley section (4,000-6,000 feet wide) framed by steep hills rising to a heights
of 1,300 feet above sea level in the Rotterdam Hills and 1,000 feet above sea level in the Glenville Hills from a valley floor
elevation at the river edge of approximately 224 to 239 feet above sea level. The valley becomes significantly wider east of
Lock 8 increasing to 3-5 miles. This area is generally known as the Great Flats and is the heart of the aquifer. The western
portion of the flats is bounded by the bluffs of Schermerhorn Road. The eastern portion of the flats where the GE Main Plant is
located is bordered by the Bellevue bluffs.

Geology
Pattersonville to Rotterdam Junction
The area east of Pattersonville is on the up thrust of the Hoffman fault and exhibits four geologic rock formations: Tribes Hill
Formation, Trenton Limestone, Utica Shale, and the Schenectady Formation. The remainder of the Rotterdam Uplands, south
of Pattersonville and Rotterdam Junction, are principally comprised of shale and siltstone of the Schenectady Formation.
On the flats of the valley west of the Exit 26 Bridge, the surface geology consists of Scotia Channel Deposits, which are
made up of unconsolidated glacial and fluvial deposits of sand and gravels. East of the Exit 26 Bridge, the surface geology
consists of alluvium from more recent flood events. Soils within the floodplain or the Mohawk Valley flats are generally
considered prime for farming according to the soil survey prepared by the Soil Conservation Service.
The depth to bedrock on the south side of the river ranges from 35-70 feet at the western end of Rotterdam to 200+ feet
in the area of Lower Rotterdam Junction and 100-150 feet in the area of the GE Main Plant. The bedrock in the western end of
the Town is overlain by glacial till and then a combination of gravels, sands, silts and clay from various deposits from post
glacial lakes and streams that range from 100-250 feet in depth.
Lock 8 to SCCC
This area is the center of the Great Flats Aquifer (as evidenced by the wellfields for the City of Schenectady and the Towns of
Rotterdam and Glenville). The aquifer is capable of supplying in excess of 45 million gallons per day at the well sites. On
average, approximately 21-22 million gallons per day are pumped by the City and Town wells. The gravel layers that form the
aquifer were deposited by the glacial melt water river flowing into glacial Lake Albany. These unconsolidated fluvial and glacial
deposits have depths of up to 150-200 feet. The subsurface geology and groundwater flow between the river and City and
Town wells have been documented and studied as part of the activities of the Intermunicipal Watershed Board. In addition, the
DEC program to document subsurface geology and establish a remedial program for the GE Main Plant compiled numerous
well logs from many aquifer studies and wells within the main plant.
The coarse sandy gravel unit of the aquifer averages about 35 feet in thickness at the Schenectady wellfield. It grades
laterally into sand and thins rather abruptly to the south, east, and west of the Schenectady wellfield. The average thickness of
the aquifer between Lock 8 and the Rotterdam wellfield is estimated at approximately 100 feet. The aquifer is bounded on the
west by the relatively impermeable till and bedrock of the valley wall. On the south, the aquifer thins rather abruptly and grades
into a deposit of silty sand, which ranges in thickness from 30-50 feet. The permeability is significantly less than that of the
underlying sandy gravel.

CITY OF SCHENECTADY
Topography
The widest portion of the valley in Schenectady is the Great Flats Aquifer, which is approximately 3 miles wide and 5 miles
long. This area is generally bounded on the south by the bluffs of Bellevue, Mont Pleasant, and Hamilton Hill, and to a lesser
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extent on the east the bluffs along Nott Terrace, Union College and VanVranken Avenue. The topography in the City is
characterized by flood plain flats in the area of SCCC and Erie Boulevard southwest of State Street and the Nott Street
Industrial Park (formerly Alco Locomotives). The bulk of the Stockade is above the flood plain as is the land east of Erie
Boulevard. These areas gently rise in elevation proceeding southeast to the aforementioned bluffs that ring this area.

Geology
The surface of the valley floor within the City is comprised of flood plain deposits. These are underlain by varying thickness of
deposits of post glacial stream and lacustrine deposits of Lake Albany and the subsequent erosion features created when it
drained. These deposits are characterized by sands and gravels near the Mohawk River, and silts and clays further south and
west of the existing riverbed. Beneath these deposits are glacial till that lie on the bedrock. The bedrock beneath the valley
floor and the bluffs in north Schenectady are comprised of the Schenectady Formation.

VILLAGE OF SCOTIA
Topography
The topography of the Village is characterized by three terraces. The first is the present Mohawk River flood plain, comprised
of Freedom and Collins Parks and the bulk of Piotrowski’s land between Washington Avenue, Sunnyside Road, and the
Mohawk River. There are also two terraces north of the flood plain. The first is the Scotia Channel Deposits and it lies between
the flood plain and Mohawk Avenue. The second is Scotia Terrace, which is comprised of Scotia Sands and lies north of
Mohawk Avenue and northwest of Collins Park and Sunnyside Road. The Scotia Terrace extends to the Conrail railroad
tracks. The slopes north of the Conrail railroad tracks descend to the Harding Channel (a former route of the Mohawk River).
This channel returns to the present day riverbed along Collins Creek.

Geology
The bedrock underlying the Mohawk Valley in the Scotia area is the Schenectady Formation. These fine sediments are found
in the surrounding valley or are interlayered in some places with the coarse aquifer gravels. Most of the glacially derived
deposits are now covered by sand and silt that form the modern floodplain.
Scotia’s surface geology is made up of three deposits. The first is the Flood Plain Deposits in the flats from Jumpin’
Jacks east to the Village boundary. This includes Freedom Park and Collins Park north to Sunnyside Road along the river,
which is underlain by gravels and silts of post glacial depositions. The Scotia Channel Deposits are made up of sands and
gravels reworked from the Scotia Gravel, which are south of Mohawk Avenue. The Scotia Sand Deposits are located north of
Mohawk Avenue, which tends to be gravels to the north where the Village wells are located and sands southeast of this area
underlain by post glacial silt deposits that lie on bedrock.

4

9. ENVIRONMENTALLY-SENSITIVE AREAS
TOWN OF GLENVILLE
Wetlands
There are three DEC-designated wetlands in the area west of the Village of Scotia including: S-113, a 53.8-acre, Class 2
wetland located on the peninsula east of Pleasantview Avenue; S-113 UPL, a 23.9-acre wetland surrounded by wetland S113; and P-11, a 24.2-acre Class 2 wetland north of Route 5 and west of Waters Road. Wetland S-113 UPL is periodically
farmed for corn.

4

Spectra Env. Grp. Inc. Great Flats Aquifer Evaluation Feb, 2001
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There are four State-regulated wetlands in the area east of the Village of Scotia: S-114 is a 65.9-acre, Class 1 wetland
located in and around Collins Lake and on the Piotrowski and Polsinelli properties; S-112 is a 17+ acre wetland on both
National Grid and railroad property; S-107 is a 26-acre, Class 2 wetland on the lands of National Grid and Kivort. Just a bit
north and east of wetland S-107 is S-108, a 12.4-acre, Class 2 wetland, located north of Alplaus Avenue, along the western
bank of the Alplaus Kill.

Floodplain
The steep banks of the river in the western portion of the Town generally confine the 100-year floodplain. Two exceptions
include the 91-acre parcel owned by Slezak and Balbian, where 75% of the property is in the floodplain and the 65-acre
Mohawk Valley Airport property, of which 90% is located within the floodplain. The 100-year floodplain is the most extensive in
the area of the Glenville wellfield and the flats including Maalwyck Park, extending inland 1,500 feet from the riverbank. The
floodplain in the remaining areas of the Westwood neighborhood and the residential development east of Bradbury Street is
confined by the steep riverbank.
The 100-year floodplain east of the Village of Scotia, from Pleasantview Avenue to Western Gateway Bridge, is
extensive. It impacts all of the river islands in this section, the Dunham’s Bay lands, and the Gifford farm fields west of the
Western Gateway Bridge. East of the bridge, the 100-year floodplain extends between 2,100 feet and 2,900 feet north,
encompassing all of Collins Park, Washington Avenue, and Schonowee Avenue, as well as Piotrowski’s field between
Washington Avenue and the railroad overpass. To the east, the floodplain parallels Collins Creek and impacts the Polsinelli
property where garden apartments and a senior apartment building are located.
East of the D & H Railroad Bridge, the floodplain extends north to the railroad tracks approximately 1,000 feet from the
riverbank and 2,500 feet east of the railroad bridge. The floodplain east of this section most extensively impacts the low-lying
areas of the Mohawk Marina and the properties abutting the Alplaus Creek, extending approximately 500 feet inland from the
riverbank.

Wellhead Protection
The Wellhead Protection Zones 1 & 2 (delineated on the Natural Constraints Map, Figures 3-5) for the Glenville wellfield
located are located off VanBuren Lane, south and west of Route 5, and extend from the river in an oblong shape that is
approximately 4,200 feet wide west to east and 5,200 feet long north to south. The Intermunicipal Watershed Board Rules and
Regulations control the types of land uses that may locate in this area to ensure protection of water quality.

Steep Slopes
Steep slopes along the railroad tracks and Route 5 run for 4,000 feet east from the Schenectady/Montgomery county line. The
steep slopes adjoin the river again just east of Waters Road and continue past Lock 9. The final steep embankment is located
at the Scotia Sand and Stone lot abutting the Town of Glenville wellfield. Steep slopes are prominent along the river going
southeast from the Exit 26 Bridge and continue along the riverside of the Westwood neighborhood to the eastern edge of
Scotia-Glenville Industrial Park. Steep slopes along the riverbank are also prominent from Bradbury Street to Pleasantview
Avenue, a distance of approximately 3,500 feet.

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
Wetlands
Wetlands dominate the landscape between Niska Isle and the county line. The Lisha Kill empties into the Mohawk River east
of Lock 7 Road and a wetland surrounds it from the bridge on Rosendale Road to the Niska Isle Bridge. Northwest of the boat
launch at Lock 7 and adjoining the Bike-Hike Path is wetland N-101, a 23.4-acre, Class 1 wetland immediately adjoining Lock
7. N-102 is a Class 1 wetland (121.7 acres) and it is the largest state designated wetland adjoining the Mohawk River within
the Town. The western edge includes property east of Lock 7 Road north and south of the Bike-Hike Trail east of the Railroad
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Station (Note, 27.8 acres is located south of Rosendale Road). N-4 is also a Class 1 wetland and consists of 23.5 acres east
of the Railroad Station Park abutting the north and south side of the bike path. The final wetland at the eastern end of the
County is N-17 a Class 1 wetland of 26.6 acres located on the island at the eastern boundary of the county.

Flood Plain
The flood plain in the western end of Town, from the city line to Blatnick Park, is relatively narrow due to the steep riverbanks
and cliffs that constrict the flow of the river. The only residential area impacted by the flood plain is the flats below the Middle
Street area, known as "the Gulch", which has about six homes. The flood plain is approximately 219 feet at the river adjoining
the Bike-Hike Trail below Blatnick Park and the former landfill and it is approximately 200 feet at the eastern county Line. The
width of the flood plain varies from 100 feet inland from the river bank in west of Lock 7 along the bike path to 4,000 feet from
the bank at Niska Isle to the south side of Rosendale Road where the Lisha Kill crosses it. The flood plain narrows again at the
Lions Park Railroad Station to a width of 250 feet from the river edge near Niskayuna Road.

Wellhead Protection
The Wellhead Protection Zones 1 & 2 (delineated on the Natural Constraints Map, Figures 3-5) for the Niskayuna Well field
located is located north of Lock 7 Road. Zone 1 is 115 acres and extends 6,000 feet west beginning approximately 500 feet
east of the wellheads 600-900 foot wide along Lock 7 Road and the river. Zone 2 is 345 acres beginning approximately 500
feet east of the wells and encompasses the areas generally bounded by Lock 7 Road Niska Isle and Rosendale Road to
approximately 250 feet east of Train Station Park. The Intermunicipal Watershed Board Rules and Regulations control the
types of land uses that may locate in this area to ensure the protection of water quality.

Steep Slopes
Steep slopes and riverbanks dominate the Niskayuna section from the river edge at the city line to the Rexford Bridge. The top
of the bank is generally 15-20 feet above the water’s edge. The bedrock cliffs beyond the bridge dominate the shore line until
KAPL where steep hills from Blatnick Park, the landfill, and the Schenectady Museum Preserve lead to the Bike-Hike Trail,
Lock 7 Road, and the Lisha Kill. Niska Isle and the wetlands along the Lisha Kill provide lush floodplains for farming by Burger
and wetlands on the north and south side of Rosendale Road. Steep slopes rise from the area of Mohawk Road, the WTRY
radio station and points east to Route 7, which passes within 1,700 feet of the river at Niskayuna and Rosendale Roads.

TOWN OF ROTTERDAM
Wetlands
Within Rotterdam’s Waterfront Area, there are four DEC-designated wetland areas, all located south of Route 5S. P-12 is
designated Class 2 and is 9.8 acres located south of Route 5S and west of the railroad bridge, between Pattersonville and
Rotterdam Junction. P-13 is Class 1 and is 32.8 acres located in the abandoned bed of the former Erie Canal beginning just
east of the aforementioned railroad bridge. RJ-1 is designated Class 1 and is 25.1 acres located in the abandoned bed of the
former Erie Canal. S-115 is Class 1 and is 4.7 acres. It is located at the west end of the GE Plant and south of Rotterdam
Square Mall and is part of the 105 acre wetland into which the Poentic Kill flows. There are federal wetlands regulated by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in the area between the Rice Road exit ramp of I-890 and the Mohawk River. This area has
also been identified as a locally important wildlife habitat by DEC Senior Wildlife Biologist Karl Parker.

Flood Plain
In Rotterdam Junction, the 100-year flood plain is located at 258 feet above sea level at the western county line and 251 feet
above Lock 9, 247 feet below Lock 9, and 242.5 feet at the railroad over pass adjoining the SI Group Plant. The 100-year flood
plain is extensive to the east of Pattersonville in that a finger extends across Route 5S into the wetlands (former path of Erie
Canal) that are south of Rotterdam Junction, approximately 3,300 feet from the river bank. The relatively steep banks along
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the river generally confine the flood plain for the remainder of this area to the east. Two exceptions are the low lying areas at
the State-owned lands west of Riverview Drive and the Woestina Little League field and the area north of the Rotterdam
Junction wellfield. From the Exit 26 Bridge to Rice Road, the flood plain is generally constricted by the steep riverbanks on the
south side until the flats just west of the Exit 26 Bridge. The flood plain covers the farm field of Baan in this area and the BikeHike trail area east of the interchange. The flood plain narrows along I-890 to the east and then expands into the flats adjacent
to the Campbell Road exit off of I-890 and the fields adjoining Rice Road. The 100-year flood plain is generally confined by the
steep riverbank and I-890 between Exit 2 Rice Road to SCCC where it expand to include all of the playing fields and parking
area that adjoins SCCC.

Wellhead Protection
The Intermunicipal Watershed rules and regulations control the types of land uses that may locate in the wellhead protection
area to ensure protection of the groundwater quality in the area surrounding wells, which is considered most susceptible to
contaminating the pumped water if spill or pollutants were to be introduced to the groundwater. The Wellhead Protection Zone
1 and Primary Recharge Zone 2 for the Rotterdam Junction Wells extend from the wells in an oblong shape approximately
3,100 feet wide (northwest to southeast) and 1,000 feet long (northeast to southwest). In this area there are many
nonconforming uses such as automotive repair, restaurant, and volunteer fire department. The Wellhead Protection Zones 1
and Primary Recharge Zone 2 for the City and Town wells on Rice Road extend from the wells west to Lock 8, north to include
island of the Oneidas, south to and including much of the Schermerhorn Hollow Shopping plaza, and 1,400 ft east of Campbell
Road in line parallel to Campbell.

Steep Slopes
The Soil Conservation Service has mapped slopes with greater than 15% grade, which are identified on the Natural
Constraints map (Figure 3-5). In the area between the western county boundary and the Exit 26 Bridge steep slopes generally
lie to the south of the former Erie Canal and the NYS Thruway outside of the Waterfront Revitalization Area, except for a slope
that begins in Rotterdam Junction east of Woestina Street in an area that was mined for sand and gravel and continues along
the riverbank through the Mabee Farm to the SI Group Plant. This steep slope represents a barrier to access from the river to
the Mabee Farm and Native American Center. Steep slopes are also evident south of I-890 between the Exit 26 Bridge and
Schermerhorn Road where the Great Flats area widens as these steep slopes turn south.

CITY OF SCHENECTADY
Wetlands
There are no State-designated wetlands in the City’s Waterfront Area.

Flood Plain
To the east, the floodplain impacts the Stockade and East Front Street neighborhoods extending inland 500-700 feet from the
river; this floodplain impacts approximately 100 residential parcels. The bulk of the Nott Street Industrial Park is also located
within the 100-year flood plain. Buildings near the riverbank are equipped with alarms to warn of rising water to allow safe
shutdown of operations. From Freemans Bridge to the city line, the flood plain is contained by the steep riverbank.

Steep Slopes
The most prominent steep slope from the river’s edge to the top of bank (15-20 foot grade change) runs from the Conrail
railroad bridge east to the City Line. It makes access to the river difficult without significant cuts in the bank to allow a gentle
slope for users to access to the water.
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VILLAGE OF SCOTIA
Wetlands
In Scotia, DEC-designated wetland S-114 is comprised of five interconnected wetland areas: S-114 is a total of 111 acres, a
portion of which is located in the Town of Glenville; S-114 is a Class 1 wetland and includes Collins Lake, Collins Creek, and a
portion of Piotrowski’s land east of Washington Avenue and south of Sunnyside Road. This wetland was recently expanded to
add approximately 1 acre of wetland as part of a mitigation action required by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers relating to the
construction of the Wal-Mart Store in the Town of Glenville.

Flood Plain
The 100-year flood plain in the Scotia Waterfront Area is extensive. East of the Western Gateway Bridge, the 100-year flood
plain extends between 2,100-2,900 feet north and encompasses all of Collins Park, Washington Avenue to Sunnyside Road
and Schonowee Avenue, and Piotrowski's field between Washington Avenue and the Railroad Overpass. To the east, the
flood plain runs parallel to Collins Creek. West of the bridge, the flood plain is confined by the steep banks along Riverside
Avenue to the Flint House.

Steep Slopes
There are no significant steep slopes along the Mohawk River east of the Western Gateway Bridge. However, the continuing
erosion of the riverbank along Schonowee Avenue is creating steeper and undercut banks in this area. West of the Western
Gateway Bridge, the backwater area of the river is bounded by steep banks along the rear yards from Riverside Avenue to the
Flint House.

10. SCENIC RESOURCES
The Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area has an abundance of scenic resources. Important views of the river and the
surrounding communities and the region’s historic assets are found throughout the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization
Area. Several of the notable scenic views are highlighted below:

TOWN OF GLENVILLE
The views from the steep slopes of the Glenville Hills to the river and valley can be enjoyed from Johnson, Waters, Wolf
Hollow and Touareuna Roads, as can the views from the valley floor and river to the hills of Glenville. The views from the
Mohawk Marina to Aqueduct Park and the views from the river to the undisturbed shoreline from the Maritime Center west to
the railroad bridge are also worth noting. The view from the cliffs along River Road in the Town of Clifton Park into
Schenectady County is another important visual resource.

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
The Aqueduct Park Overlook provides approximately six parking spaces and a walkway onto the former Erie Canal Aqueduct.
This area overlooks the cliffs along William Street and the Schenectady Yacht Club on the north side of the river. Blatnick Park
and the former Town Landfill provide a spectacular view of the river looking towards Lock 7 and the power station. The views
from Lock 7 Park above and below the Lock are also worth noting. Lions Railroad Station provides a great vantage point to
view a wide expanse along the river. The Bike-Hike Trail has views of the wetlands, the river and farm fields as well as the
descent from Blatnick Park are worthy of noting.

TOWN OF ROTTERDAM
The views from the valley to the surrounding hills are for the most part undisturbed. The steep slopes of the Rotterdam
Uplands that face the Mohawk Valley exhibit limited development. The view from the uplands to the west are of a relatively
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undeveloped valley, while to the east the hamlets of Pattersonville and Rotterdam Junction and the SI Group plant in
Rotterdam Junction is clearly visible. The view to the Glenville hills is also relatively undisturbed. It is sparsely developed with
homes ascending the hills along Johnson Road, Washout Road, and Rector Road. Views from the City of Schenectady
looking west into the Mohawk Valley are framed by the Rotterdam and Glenville Hills; these views are exceptional especially
during the fall foliage season.

CITY OF SCHENECTADY
There are significant scenic views from the bluffs at the east edge of Downtown and North Schenectady to the Rotterdam and
Glenville Hills that frame the Mohawk Valley looking west.

VILLAGE OF SCOTIA
The views from Freedom Park and the Glen Sanders Mansion to the Mohawk River and its islands are beautiful and worth
noting. These islands exhibit mature-growth trees and provide a diverse bird and wildlife habitat. Bald eagles have been seen
on these islands during the winter months.

11. EXISTING WATER RESOURCES
MOHAWK RIVER
The Mohawk River is a 140-mile long river in central New York State. It is the largest tributary of the Hudson River, which it
meets it in the Capital Region, a few miles north of the city of Albany, New York (Figure 17). The river is named for the
Mohawk Nation of the Iroquois Confederacy. The Mohawk River is a major waterway in north-central New York and is
classified as a Class A, a fresh surface water source under DEC water quality regulations. Class A indicates that the Mohawk
River is suitable for drinking or food processing with approved treatment. It is also appropriate for recreation uses and is an
appropriate fish environment for breeding and survival. Within the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area, the Mohawk
River is general used for recreational boating, water skiing, canoeing, fishing, rowing shells, and personal water craft.

TRIBUTARIES
In addition to the Mohawk River, there are two
principal

streams

in

Schenectady

County:

the

Schoharie Creek (Class C), which drains into the
Mohawk River, and the Normans’ Kill, which drains
into the Hudson River. Many other tributaries of the
Mohawk River run through the Mohawk River
Waterfront Revitalization Area. These tributaries are
classified as either DEC Class B, which indicates that
they are suitable for recreation and an appropriate
environment for fish breeding and survival, or DEC
Class C, which indicates suitability for recreation and
fish breeding and survival.
The

Town

of

Glenville

includes

the

Chaughtanoonda Creek (Class C), Verf Kill (Class
C), Collins Creek (Class C), Kromme Kill (Class C),

Figure 18. Mohawk River basin.

Washout Creek (Class C) and the Alplaus Kill (Class B). Collins Creek also runs through the Village of Scotia. The Sandsea
Kill (Class C), Poentic Kill (Class B), Plotter Kill (Class C), and Moccasin Kill (Class c) run through the Town of Rotterdam. The
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Sandsea Kill begins in the northern upland part of Princetown and flows northeasterly into the Mohawk River. An intermittent
waterway, the Sandsea Kill is shallow and dries during the summer. The Poentic Kill is one of the better known streams in
Rotterdam. It begins in the southwestern Rotterdam Uplands between Putnam and Mariaville Roads and flows north into the
Mohawk River. The Plotter Kill is the centerpiece of the Plotter Kill Nature Preserve, a County-owned 632-acre tract for active
and passive recreation. The Plotter Kill drops 900 feet in a northeast direction along its 3.5-mile descent from Rynex Corners
to the Mohawk River. Along its course are three spectacular waterfalls: Upper Falls, Lower Falls and Rynex Creek Falls. The
Moccasin Kill is part of the Moccasin Kill Sanctuary, an 80-acre parcel owned by the Nature Conservancy. The stream flows in
east into the Mohawk River. The Town of Niskayuna includes the Lisha Kill (DEC Class B), which is a trout stream. A U.S.
Geological Survey conducted a non-point source pollution study during 1994-96. The study found that during the growing
season elevated levels of pesticides commonly used in urban or residential settings were detected in the Lisha Kill. This article
was published in the December 1999 issue of Clearwaters and is available from the County Planning Department.

12. FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITATS
The Mohawk River is a noted fishery in the eastern United States and is home to a variety of species including: chain pickerel,
largemouth and smallmouth bass, tiger muskies, northern pike, walleye, bullhead, carp, eels, perch, rock bass, crappie,
sunfish, blueback herring, carp, sucker, white bass, and white perch. A communication from Senior Wildlife Biologist Karl
5

Parker at the NYS DEC identifies the following areas within the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area as areas that,
while not identified as DEC Significant Habitats, are locally important.
Collins Creek (Glenville, Scotia)—Collins Creek has high-quality wooded wetlands that are important for the Collins
Lake and the nearby wetlands. The Mohawk River’s wildlife habitat and the importance of Collins Creek and Collins
Lake for migratory birds is demonstrated in Dr. Carl George’s studies.
Mohawk River Islands (Glenville, Rotterdam, Scotia)—The islands in the Mohawk River provide a habitat for
numerous bird species. A pair of red-tailed hawks has been observed nesting on the transmission tower on an island
west of the Western Gateway Bridge in Scotia. Bald eagles and wild turkeys have also been sited in this area. The
Oneida and Cayuga Islands in Rotterdam also provide a habitat for red tail hawks. Peregrine falcons have been
sighted and Mr. Parker believes they will soon start to nest on bridges in the area as they have done in the Albany
area. The Eastern Gateway Canal Corridor study (1994) indicates that these Mohawk River islands represent an
important wildlife habitat and should be preserved in their natural state. The islands are popular with birders, anglers,
and other recreational users as well.
Alplaus Kill (Glenville)—The area surrounding the mouth of the Alplaus Kill is an important habitat area, in part
because of the presence of wetlands S-107, S-108, S-105, and BH-6. The latter three wetlands are directly
associated with the Alplaus Kill. The Alplaus Kill south of Alplaus Avenue is popular with canoers and anglers. The
close association of the Alplaus Kill, the Mohawk River, and adjoining wetlands make this area important to wildlife.
Rotterdam Wetlands (Rotterdam)—Part of the former Erie Canal is now classified as wetlands in Pattersonville and
Rotterdam Junction (RJ-1,P-12, P-13); this area constitutes some of the most important wildlife habitats in the
Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area. These wetlands form a transition area from the wooded upland habitats
to the river valley wetland habitats; a transition that is important to birds and other wildlife. The wetlands that abut the
Rice Road/Campbell Road exit and I-890 are also identified as an important wildlife habitat. This area is comprised of
17 acres of County-owned land and 32 acres of State-owned land. The Poentic Kill wetlands and the Great Flats
nature preserve west of GE form a large wetland environment that provides a wildlife habitat in the midst of a heavily-

5

NYS DEC Letter 3/30/01 Karl Parker
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developed, mixed-use environment. A 10.74-acre wetland conservation easement is being conveyed to the Town of
Rotterdam to protect this wetland area from future development.
Binne Kill (Rotterdam, Schenectady)—The mouth of the Binne Kill is often open throughout the winter months and
provides a year-round habitat for waterfowl. This area also attracts other water dependent birds; for example, Bald
Eagles that have been sited in this area.
Lock 7, Lisha Kill, and Mohawk River Wetlands (Niskayuna)–This area extends from the Schenectady/Albany
County border east to the vicinity of Lock 7 and includes three state wetlands (N-4, N-17, and N-102) and the Lisha
Kill at its lower section. Although outside Niskayuna’s political boundary, this section of the river also contains the
significant wetlands associated with Vischer’s Ferry, on the north side of the river. This area is extremely important to
waterfowl and other wetland-dependent wildlife. Bald eagles use this section of the river during the winter. In addition
to the public lands associated with the Mohawk River itself and the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail, the Nature
Conservancy owns property along the Lisha Kill in this vicinity, and the Schenectady Museum Preserve is just west
near Lock 7. The wooded slopes and bluffs along these areas provide important habitat to other wildlife. In particular,
many migratory birds find temporary feeding and resting sites in this area of diverse habitat.
The former Schenectady Museum Preserve, which was recently purchased by New York State, is 93 acres of
forest and brush scrub lands that is reverting to deciduous forest. This property was originally donated to the Museum
by the American Museum of Electricity in 1978 is open to the public for hiking. It is located on the uplands south of
the Bike-Hike Trail and the Lock 7 recreational area. An entrance with a small parking area is located on Whitmyer
Drive adjoining the Niskayuna Waste Water Treatment Plan. Other points of entry are on River Road and the BikeHike Trail east and west of Lock 7. Many bird species (Robin, Chickadee, White Throated Sparrow Cedar Waxwing,
Cardinal) and mammals (Whitetail Deer, Red and Gray Fox, Opossum, Raccoon Striped Skunk and Woodchuck)
have been observed in the preserve.

13. EXISTING WATER USE, PUBLIC ACCESS AND RECREATIONAL
RESOURCES
Within the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area, the Mohawk River is generally used for recreational boating, water
skiing, canoeing, fishing, rowing shells, and personal water craft. A boater survey was conducted in August of 2000 at the
three trailer boat launches in Schenectady County. The purpose of this survey was to help characterize the nature of the
boaters’ use of the river and the boat launches. A complete copy of this study is incorporated in Appendix A.
At the DEC fishing access site on Freemans Bridge Road in Glenville, more than half of the respondents noted that they
launch onto the Mohawk River more than twice a month. Eighty-six percent indicated that they only use free boat launches.
The primary purpose of visiting for more than half of the boaters was pleasure boating, with fishing accounting for 25% of the
activity. The balance was a mix of kayaking, canoeing, sailing, and personal watercraft use. When questioned about the
adequacy of the Freemans Bridge facility, over half indicated a need to improve the parking area, accommodate trailer
parking, and increase the dock size. In 2008, NYSDEC rebuilt the Freemans Bridge launch and expanded its parking, which
addressed most of the users’ concerns. Regarding the State Police presence on the river, 48% of respondents indicated they
had seen the State Police Patrol boat on the river this year. Of the twelve respondents who gave an opinion regarding the
impact of the police presence, all believed it was positive, and that it promoted safer boating and less alcohol consumption on
the water.
At the Kiwanis Park Launch, more than half of the respondents reported using the launch more than twice a month.
Ninety-five percent indicated that they only use free boat launches. The primary purpose for more than half the boaters was
pleasure boating; and fishing accounted for 30 % of the activity. The balance was a mix of kayaking, canoeing, and personal
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watercraft use. When questioned about the adequacy of the facility, over half indicated a need to improve the parking area and
driveway circulation, remove the outhouse, and increase the dock size. Regarding State Police presence on the river, 26 % of
respondents indicated they had seen the State Police Patrol boat on the river this year. Of the 12 respondents who gave an
opinion regarding the impact of their presence 6 believed it was positive, and promotes safer boating.
At the Lock 7 boat launch located On Canal Corporation Land at Lock 7 Seventy-five percent of the respondents use the
launch more than twice a month. Seventy-five percent indicated that they only use free boat launches. The primary purpose of
their visit for over sixty percent of the boaters was pleasure boating, and fishing accounted for 25 % of the activity. The
balance was a mix of kayaking, canoeing, waterskiing, and personal watercraft use. When questioned about the adequacy of
the facility over half indicated a need to improve the parking area to better accommodate trailer parking, and increase the dock
size, improved restroom facilities and lighting of the launch area Regarding State Police presence on the river, 56 % of
respondents indicated they had seen the State Police Patrol boat on the river this year. Of the 18 respondents who gave an
opinion regarding the impact of their presence 15 believed it was positive, and promotes safer boating.
The key public access and recreational opportunities located throughout the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization
Area are described below.

MOHAWK HUDSON BIKE-HIKE TRAIL/CANALWAY TRAIL (GLENVILLE, NISKAYUNA,
ROTTERDAM, SCOTIA)
The Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail (Figure 19) is a 35mile, multi-use trail that connects Albany and Schenectady
Counties. The trail is also part of the state-wide Canalway
Trail that follows the Erie Canal from Buffalo to Albany. The
Mohawk

Hudson

Bike-Hike

Trail

provides

a

unique

recreational resource as it is a long off-road paved bicycle
path, which is unavailable in most parts of the country. This
trail is one of the longest paved rail-trails in the United
States. All non-motorized recreational uses, such as
walking/running, bicycling, and in-line skating, are permitted.
Built during the late 1970s and early 1980s, the trail
was constructed directly upon the old Erie Canal towpath

Figure 19. Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail.

and former railroad grades of the area's first transportation
routes. In Schenectady County alone, the trail is about 25 miles long and is
completely continuous except for a short gap in Rotterdam Junction and a 1.25 mile gap in the City of Schenectady where the
trail traverses local streets through the Stockade Historic District.
The trail begins in the hamlet of Pattersonville and travels east to the Erastus Corning Riverfront Preserve in downtown
Albany. Approximately 9 miles of the trail runs through the Rotterdam beginning at SCCC and extending to the railroad
overpass west of Rotterdam Junction. From its intersection with Route 5S east to SCCC, the trail is located along the river and
offers scenic views of the river, the former Erie Canal, and farmland and fields around the Exit 26 bridge. The trail utilizes the
former Erie Canal towpath and an aqueduct from the Exit 26 Bridge to the Lower Rotterdam Junction. In Rotterdam, access to
the trail with trailside parking are available at the Kiwanis Boat Launch, Lock 8, and a gravel parking area opposite the L &M
Motel on Rice Road just west of the Campbell Road interchange at I-890. The trail is separated from local traffic in two
sections in this area. The County has obtained a grant to improve the trail connection and separate it from vehicular traffic to
be constructed from the western corner of Washington Avenue and State Street to the trail entrance abutting the SCCC
athletic fields.
Page 56

Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Plan for Schenectady County
The trail is approximately 9 miles in Niskayuna and runs on a former railroad right of way set back from the river. It runs
parallel to Aqueduct Road from Anthony Street near Aqueduct Park and Williams Auto and crosses Balltown Road on an old
railroad overpass. Maintaining this overpass is a priority as a part of the design of Balltown Road and Rexford Bridge
improvements. The trail then passes a small park with a few trailside picnic tables and ascends a steep slope to bypass GE
Global Research and KAPL. The trail parallels River Road and is separated from the travel lanes by a generous width of green
space. The trail crosses only one public road between Blatnick Park and the county line to the east. It parallels River Road
until it reaches Blatnick Park where it diverges and descends to the river, passes by Lock 7 Park crosses Lock 7 Road and
continues past Lions Railroad Station Park to the county line where it connects with the Colonie section of the trail.
This trail in the Village of Scotia runs from Washington Avenue to Freemans Bridge Road and has access points on the
east and west side of Freemans Bridge, with passage underneath the bridge to separate bicyclists and motorists. There is a
park and ride lot at this location on the south side of Route 5 and west of the Exit 26 Bridge in Glenville. The lot provides
parking for 50 vehicles and a Bike-Hike Trail connection from the parking lot over the bridge (via a trail separated from traffic
by a concrete guardrail) to the Rotterdam section of the trail on the south side of the river.
Although the path does not abut the river in the western portion it does provide important access to the river at other
points. A segment of the trail that crosses the Guilford Railroad tracks at Scrafford Lane has been blocked by the railroad. The
Town and County governments working with Guilford Rail, State DOT and local residents have developed a design solution to
that will tunnel under the tracks restoring the trail.
Funding has been set aside for the final trail segment to be constructed from it current terminus west to the Montgomery
County Line. Future directional signage could direct trail users to the nearby, Native American Cultural Center, and the Historic
Mabee Farm Historic Center.

ERIE CANAL LOCKS 7, 8, AND 9
Locks 7, 8, and 9 of the Erie Canal are located within the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area. These locks and these
sections of the river are generally used for boating and fishing (from boat and shore) including canoes/kayaks and personal
watercraft. Lock activity at each of the locks is summarized in the table below.
Lock and Activity

1997

1998

1999
Lock 7
4,385
78
45

Pleasure Boat
Tour Boat
Hire Boat
State Watercraft
Commercial
Total Lock 7

4,498
71*

4,631
64*

4,569

4,695

Pleasure Boat
Tour Boat
Hire Boat
State
Commercial
Total Lock 8

3,558
76*

3,386
197

3,634

3,462

3576
Lock 9

Pleasure Boat
Tour Boat
Hire Boat
State
Commercial
Total Lock 9

3,198
71*

3,169
214*

3,269

3,412

2,864
33*
32
na
409
3,337

70
4,578
Lock 8
3,396
180

* Includes Tour, Hire, State, Commercial traffic
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2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

3,412
38
31
261
43
3,785

3,781
50
18
137
121
4,107

3,602
24
8
147
47
3,828

3,670
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

3,270
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

2,707
37
26
196
44
3,010

3,449
39
16
121
111
3,736

3,031
21
6
114
44
3,216

2,955
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

2,810
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

2317
19
23
137
391
2,887

2,834
37
13
62
290
3,236

2,928
24
5
104
38
3,099

2,535
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

2,526
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
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The Arrowhead Marina and RV Park is located in this area and provides fuel, pump out, boat launch, and 64 dock spaces.
Rowing sculls from the Burnt Hill Rowing Club are also often seen along the Mohawk River. The Rowing Club is home to the
Burnt Hills/Ballston Lake, Scotia-Glenville, and Shenendehowa High School teams and members of the rowing club. Rowing
sculls often row east to Lock 7 and west to Lock 8 from the area of the Union College Boathouse. Schenectady High School
has a rowing club that launches from a dock at Authentidate on Technology Drive.
General boating and fishing are the most common activities conducted on the Rotterdam section of the river east of Lock
9. Use of the river by powerboats between Lock 8 and 9 is more common because of the presence of launches at Kiwanis
Park and Arrowhead Marina. Bass fishing clubs use the Kiwanis Boat Launch in the summer as a launch for fishing
tournaments. The surface area of the river between Lock 8 and 9 is 337 acres almost one half square mile.

Lock 7 (Niskayuna)
Lock 7 experiences the most traffic of the three locks and in fact it is the most active lock between Waterford and Syracuse.
The Lock 7 Park boat launch is maintained by the Town of Niskayuna. The Town puts the dock in and out, maintains the
parking lot and launch ramp, and mows the grass around the launch. The boat launch at this site is very popular as indicated
by the boater survey. The picnic area has approximately 17 tables, 12 grills, and seasonal porta-johns. Many people fish from
the wall above and below the lock. This area is maintained by Green Thumb Environmental Beautification Inc. under contract
with the Canal Corporation. This site has three parking areas, one adjoining the boat launch signed for vehicles with trailers.
This area has capacity for approximately 10 vehicles and trailers. The other lots can accommodate approximately 40 vehicles.
At a public informational meeting, area residents indicated that the facilities at Lock 7 were adequate and that the
facilities should be maintained with no significant upgrades. They believe that adding restrooms would add to congestion and
overuse of this recreational area.

Lock 8 (Rotterdam)
Lock 8 is a popular gathering place for picnicking, boat
watching, biking, and fishing (Figure 20). This area provides
a parking area and the recently renovated bulkheads provide
one of the few areas in Schenectady County that can be
used to tie up boats. The Grand Caribe, an eighty passenger
tour boat, often stops here overnight during its two week
cruise from Rhode Island to Quebec City. Rowing sculls
often row west to Lock 8 from Aqueduct Rowing Club
(Niskayuna High School and Mohawk Rowing Center),
Union College, Mohawk Valley Rowing Center Rowing Club
(Burnt Hills and Shenendehowa High School Teams and
members of the rowing club), Scotia High School, and

Figure 20. Lock 8, Erie Canal

Schenectady High School.

Lock 9 (Glenville)
The Lock 9 State Canal Park provides picnic areas, a large wooded area, and a docking facility for approximately 6 boats on
the west side of the lock. There are no private docks on the north shore and only car-top launch access is available at Lock 9.
Because there are few powerboats on this section of the river, the river west of Lock 9 is popular with the Northern New York
Paddlers, a group that canoers and kayakers. There is no trailer boat launch between Locks 9 and 10 (6.2 miles of which
approximately 2.5 miles is in Schenectady County). Fishing from the shore and car-top boat launching are possible at this
location. A parking area for approximately 20 cars and a large grass picnic area are located below the lock. Informal trails east
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of the parking area lead to the river’s edge. These are used for shoreline fishing and canoe/kayak launching. The launching of
canoes and car-top boats could be improved if these trails were smoothed and widened to provide more even footing.
Lock 9 on the Rotterdam side does not provide public access to the river. A Canal Corporation owned parcel of 64 acres
and 5,500 feet of river frontage abuts Lock 9 to the east and is undeveloped. The contractor that performed repairs to the
Route 103 Bridge that runs across the lock used portions of this property as a source of materials for the cofferdams needed
to perform the lock rehabilitation. This clearing has been seeded and graded along the river edge and presents an opportunity
for future recreational use. This land is west of the area designated for dredging spoils on this parcel of State Land further
south and east of this state owned parcel is the Native American Cultural Center, located on a County-owned parcel adjacent
to the Mabee Farm. These historic and cultural sites abut the river and State Canal Corporation land and are an opportunity to
establish dock access from the river.

ARROWHEAD MARINA (GLENVILLE)
The Arrowhead Marina and RV Park is a privately-owned campground with 60 recreational vehicle sites, 5 tent sites, 64 dock
berths, and a public boat launch that is often used by local bass fishing tournaments. This location also sells fuel dockside for
boats on the river. Wastewater pumpout service is available on Mondays and Fridays.
Between Locks 8 and 9 there are approximately ten private docks on the north shore. Between Lock 8 and the Western
Gateway Bridge most shoreline development is private through use and occupancy permits. There are approximately ten
docks in this area.

MAALWYCK PARK/LOCK 8 (GLENVILLE)
Maalwyck Park is 58 acres in size and has 1,600 feet of river frontage. Sixteen acres of the park contains 5 soccer fields,
which are used for league and tournament play. There is parking for 80 vehicles and the park has fishing access above and
below the lock, which is managed by the Town. The park has earmarked 23 acres for additional athletic fields.

DEC FISHING ACCESS SITE (GLENVILLE)
The DEC Fishing Access Site at Freemans Bridge is a public launch located on State-owned land. DEC is responsible for
operating and maintaining this popular launch. DEC has a long-term agreement with the Town of Glenville to manage daily
operation of the site, including providing portable restrooms, trash pickup service, patrolling the launch, and general
maintenance. DEC is responsible for the installing and removing the dock and removing silt that accumulates on the launch
lane and parking area each spring.

WATER’S EDGE MARINA (GLENVILLE)
The Water’s Edge Marina is located on Freemans Bridge Road directly on the Mohawk River and adjacent to the DEC Fishing
Access Site. The Water’s Edge Marine is a full-service marina with ship sales, a marine repair shop, hoist, docks, ship’s store,
and a boat launch. These services are available to the public on a fee basis.

WATER’S EDGE LIGHTHOUSE RESTAURANT (GLENVILLE)
The Waters Edge Lighthouse is a popular restaurant, banquet facility, and inn located on the Mohawk River at Freemans
Bridge Road. This building was formerly known as the River House, Little Richard's Tavern, and for 105 years before that, it
was a farmhouse privately owned by the Seeley Family. Today, the restaurant serves lunch and dinner daily and hosts many
private functions and banquets. The restaurant also has dock space for rent and for use by restaurant/inn patrons.

MOHAWK MARINE (GLENVILLE)
The Mohawk Marine is a full-service marina with a marine repair shop, hoist, docks, ship’s store, and a boat launch. These
services are available to the public on a fee basis.
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CAPITAL REGION MARITIME CENTER/BURNT HILLS ROWING CLUB (GLENVILLE)
The Capital Region Maritime Center/Burnt Hills Rowing Club has a boat launch available for the use of their organizations and
it is not open to the public. The Maritime Center is a non-profit organization that provides a community educational/training
facility. It is primarily utilized by BOCES to provide at-risk youth with instruction of boat building skills. This organization builds
1-2 wooden skiffs and dories each year. The Burnt Hills Rowing Club is a non-profit organization that promotes the sport of
crew. This facility also serves as home base for the Burnt Hills/Ballston Lake and Shenendehowa High School crew teams.

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA COMMUNITY CENTER (NISKAYUNA)
This 56-acre site was formerly owned by Union College and is known as the Girling Center. The Girling Center facilities
include the Town’s recreational offices, a Town pool, picnic area with pavilion, playing fields (under construction) for Pop
Warner Football, baseball and T-ball, and general purpose rooms in the administration building, which are available to
Niskayuna community groups and residents on a rental basis for meetings, dances, birthday parties, receptions etc.

AQUEDUCT PARK (NISKAYUNA)
Aqueduct Park is operated by Niskayuna under a use and occupancy permit (C1-3443) from the NYS Canal Corporation. This
recreational area has a boathouse used by the Aqueduct Rowing Club and Niskayuna High School (note: the high school is
interested in obtaining their own location.) This area has a small parking area and dock for launching car-top watercraft. The
Town recently spent a $35,000 (through a grant from the Canal Corporation) to improve this recreational area with additional
walking paths and parking (completed fall 2001), historical interpretive signage, overlooks, and shoreline fishing areas.

BLATNICK PARK/DRIVING RANGE (NISKAYUNA)
Blatnick Park is a 11.54-acre park that provides active recreation opportunities including: little league baseball fields, picnic
pavilion, a pond, tennis courts, volleyball court, skateboard park, a playground and a nearby golf driving range, which opened
in 1997. There is also a winter ice skating on a pond on Rosendale Road east of Ferry Street on Canal Corporation Land
under a use and occupancy permit obtained by the Town.
Fishing is a popular activity in this area. People fish from the bulkhead above and below the lock and in the winter many
people ice fish on the bay between the boat launch and the Lock 7 bulkhead. On the water west of the lock general boating,
personal watercraft, crew shells, canoes are popular uses on the water. Lock 7 is often used as a launching area by canoe
groups during the week but avoided on weekends when many trailered boats use this area.

LIONS RAILROAD STATION PARK (NISKAYUNA)
Lions Railroad Station Park is a very popular park for Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail users. The parking area provides
approximately 70 parking spaces and the current facilities are limited to the seasonal placement of a porta john, 10 picnic
tables, 1 grill, and 6 benches along the trail that overlooks the river. The old Railroad Station is not open but has a deck that is
often used by people watching the river or relaxing after using the trail.
There is a car-top launch at this location that is used more often in the early boating season before water chestnuts clog
the area adjoining the launch. Access to the launch requires portage from the parking area across the Bike-Hike Trail to the
launch ramp. The access to the car-top boat launch crosses the trail east of the station. It has no dock to ease the launching of
canoes or other car-top watercraft. The water area adjoining the launch is choked by water chestnut growth beginning in mid
July; this inhibits car-top boat access. The Town received a grant from New York State OPRHP and built a comfort station to
replace the porta johns in the park.

KIWANIS PARK AND BOAT LAUNCH (ROTTERDAM)
The Kiwanis Park and Boat Launch (Figure 21) is an existing 3-acre Town Park (on land owned by the NYS Canal
Corporation). The Kiwanis Boat Launch is located on Canal Corporation land just west of the intersection of Route 5S and the
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Exit 26 bridge. The Town of Rottedam obtained a use and
occupancy permit from the Canal Corporation that allows this
recreational area. It is a day-use passive park that contains a
pavilion, picnic tables, dock, and provides trailer-launch boaters
with free access to the river. Kiwanis Launch is a popular starting
point for many boaters. It has an upper parking area (paved in
the summer of 2000) with room to park about 20 vehicles.
This area is often used by cyclists to access the Bike-Hike
trail that bisects this parcel. The unpaved lower parking lot is
accessed by one-way driveways in and out and has room to park
about 15 vehicles with trailers and 10 cars. This launch is very
popular in the summer for locally-sponsored bass tournaments.

Figure 21. Kiwanis Park and Boat Launch

The Town established a new water district to extend a water
main into this area; this main provides seasonally-available potable water. The Northern New York Paddlers use the Kiwanis
Launch on Monday evenings to provide instructional classes for the recreational use of canoes and kayaks (May to
September). There are usually between 15 and 30 participants in these classes.
The Town of Rotterdam is currently in the process of conducting improvements to the Kiwanis Park with assistance from
an Environmental Protection Fund Grant, awarded in 2005-06, from the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation. These improvements include rehabilitation of the launch ramp, dock, driveways, and parking areas. It also
proposes providing potable water from a new Town water line and the construction of handicapped accessible facilities.

GATEWAY LANDING (ROTTERDAM)
Gateway Landing Rotary Park is located on the access road to SCCC east of the Western Gateway Bridge and west of the
Binne Kill. This facility is County-owned and maintained by Schenectady Rotary. The facility provides a handicappedaccessible deck, pavilion, and a ramp to a dock on the river large enough to moor two or three boats. The primary activities
here are fishing, picnicking, and launching car-top boats.

RIVERSIDE PARK AND LITTLE FRONT STREET PARK (SCHENECTADY)
The city owns five river front parcels of property (one via the easement across the Union College Boathouse property).
Riverside Park , the two recently purchased properties at the end of Ingersol Avenue and the Little Front Street Park have a
total of 7.5 acres. While these parks provide the best access and view of the Mohawk, further development is constrained by
the narrow streets that lead to them and the character of the residential community that surrounds them. Redevelopment
efforts should focus on improving the aesthetics, pedestrian access, and links to other waterfront developments.
In the City is a one-acre parcel in the East Front Street neighborhood that is landlocked. It adjoins the National Grid
parcel to the south and west and a privately-owned parcel to the east. This parcel has 525 feet of river frontage. This location
could be used to establish a dock with boater services, and a riverside trail connected to the existing parks and the Bike-Hike
Trail at Freemans Bridge. The constraint of using this property for riverfront activity is that existing industrial buildings are
occupied by small commercial and manufacturing businesses located in this gated and secure facility. An abandoned rail spur
still exists along the edge of the shoreline in the Industrial Park. This location represents an opportunity for public use. Access
to the riverbank would require cooperation from the Schenectady Industrial Corporation and two private property owners to
connect a trail from Freemans Bridge to Riverside Park through the City-owned one-acre parcel that has 525 feet of riverfront.
Schenectady County owns the former site of the Van Curler Hotel at the mouth of the Binne Kill, which is at the SCCC.
Only a small portion of the site is within the city limits. Much of the campus is in the Town of Rotterdam and has excellent
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access to the river. A 12-mile section of the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail feeds into the SCCC campus from Rotterdam to
the west. Bike traffic is guided along City streets to this bicycle and pedestrian only section.
The Bike-Hike Trail connects via city streets from the College to North Jay Street where its off-road character begins
again. It continues to the City boundary in Niskayuna, a distance of approximately 9,000 feet. In this section the trail crosses
four city roads at grade. Nott Street and Maxon Road are very busy crossings. The City and the Capital District Transportation
Committee recently completed a study of bike trail design and provided location alternatives for connecting the two off-road
sections. This study contains recommendations for short-term and long-term bike trail routings. Schenectady County has
obtained a grant to improve the trail connection and construct separations of the trail from vehicular traffic from the western
corner of Washington Avenue and State Street to the bike path entrance abutting the College’s athletic fields.
Riverside Park (Figure 22) provides a passive river
experience (except for the occasional fisherman angling
from the shore) for those interested in walking along or
sitting on benches that line the path. The park has a
small playground for children and 4 nearby tennis courts.
Visitor parking is located at the end of Washington
Avenue, North Ferry Street, North Street, and Ingersoll
Avenue. Neighborhood residents primarily use Riverside
Park, but it is popular with city residents as well,
especially during flood events and when ice jambs
breakup on the river.
The Union College Boat House is two lots east of
Riverside Park, on land purchased from the City that was
originally part of Little Front Street Park. The boathouse

Figure 22. Riverside Park.

is used for maintaining and storing crew shells. The
College has a boat ramp and dock for launching of the shells. The dock is not open to the public.
Little Front Street Park abuts the Union parcel and provides two pools, one for adults and one for small children.
Approximately 50 parking spaces are available at this site. The City has obtained a grant to acquire the properties that
separate the Union College property and Riverside Park to establish a continuous pedestrian connection.
A bike trail passes under Freemans Bridge and provides access to the river edge and is sometimes used for fishing. The
bike trail could be extended along the river front east and west of this area if easements are obtained or property is acquired.

SCHENECTADY COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE (SCHENECTADY)
SCCC has property that is used for athletic fields and that abuts but does not actively relate to the river. These fields are
primarily used for track and field and baseball. The Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike trail is located between the fields and river.
This land near the bike trail and the access road has been used in the past as a temporary landing for cruise boats such as the
Dutch Apple. This area is also used as the display and start of the Girl Scouts Annual Riverwalk in early October.

WESTERN GATEWAY BRIDGE AREA, FREEDOM PARK, AND COLLINS PARK (SCOTIA)
The area between the Western Gateway Bridge and the Conrail Bridge at the eastern end of the Village of Scotia is a key
recreational area. This area is home to Freedom Park, Collins Park, and the popular Jumpin’ Jack’s Restaurant. Collins Park
provides a variety of recreational opportunities including baseball and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts, a roller
hockey rink, and a beach and swimming area on Collins Lake. Freedom Park offers an outdoor stage that is used for more
than 30 performances each summer season. Freedom Park also offers numerous picnic tables and grills for picnicking.
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Historic informational displays with photos, maps and narratives about the river history and the development of the community
were installed during the Village’s bicentennial year.
Scotia Landing has a use and occupancy permit from the NYS Canal Corporation that authorizes the Village dock, which
serves as a summer location for the Village Fire Deptment rescue boat and a docking marina for personal watercraft. The
Scotia Landing also provides tie up space for 2-4 watercraft to stop and visit Freedom and Collins Park. An informal private
boat ramp exists on the Piotrowski Property just west of the railroad bridge. This ramp is utilized by a private water ski school
during the boating season.
The weekly water ski shows conducted by the US Ski Team are unique water event that occurs along the Scotia
shoreline during the summer. These shows are the Ski Team’s daily practice sessions and are based at Jumpin’ Jacks. This
Ski Team attracts many spectators and thrills the crowd with its ski jumping, trick skiing, and pyramids. A water ski school also
operates from private property near the railroad overpass at the east end of the Village. The Scotia/Glenville High School Crew
Team also launches and stores their shells on Village property at the Corner of Washington and Schonowee Avenues.
The Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail has one off-road segment that runs through the Village of Scotia. This portion of the
trail begins at Washington Avenue and continues east 1.2 miles into the Town of Glenville to Freemans Bridge Road. Efforts
should be made to connect this trail to the Western Gateway Bridge.

IMPEDIMENTS TO ACCESS
Town of Glenville
Access to the riverfront land in the Town of Glenville is limited by privately owned land and steep slopes along the river. Even
with this limited access, however, Glenville has several parks and public areas that provide adequate access points for
recreational and river usage.

Town of Niskayuna
The cliffs east of Balltown Road and privately-owned land restrict access to the river until Lock 7. West of the Rexford Bridge,
access is restricted by a lack of a road network near the river west of Aqueduct Park.

Town of Rotterdam
Much of the land in the Town of Rotterdam west of Lock 9 is privately owned. All of the State-owned parcels west of Lock 9
are isolated from public roads by privately-owned land that prevent access. Private land in Pattersonville between the end of
Ferry Street and the river provided informal access to the river until the summer of 2000 when it was fenced off by the current
property owner. It had been used by residents in the area since the days of the operation of Hoffman’s Ferry based on the
Glenville side of the river. On the east side of Town from Campbell Road to SCCC, the presence of I-890 effectively limits
access to the shore of the river for people that are in motor vehicles. The trail does provide some visual access in this area
and some informal fishing access points have been established.

City of Schenectady
The following roads and properties represent obstacles to providing additional access to the riverfront at this time: I-890, Nott
Street Industrial Park, Technology Park, privately-owned parcels with river frontage next to Riverside Park, and City of
Schenectady Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Village of Scotia
The Village of Scotia controls a large portion of the riverfront in the area of the Western Gateway Bridge. This section is used
the Village’s primary point for river access. Steep slopes and vegetation and debris west of the Western Gateway Bridge
restrict access to the backwater channels of the river.
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14. HISTORIC RESOURCES
Virtually the entire Mohawk Valley, including all of the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area, has been identified by the
NYS Historic Preservation Office as an archeologically-sensitive area. This classification is due to the Native American
presence in the Mohawk Valley during pre-Columbian times. Given this, almost all relatively undisturbed sites in the Mohawk
River WRA have the potential to be considered significant archeological artifacts. The important historic and cultural sites in
the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Area are listed below.

Historic Site

Description

Town of Glenville
Bent Site
(located off Van Buren Lane)

The Bent Site is an excavated archeological site that has yielded many artifacts dating from
10,000 to 3,000 years ago. The floodplain in this area may yield further artifacts in the future and
any excavation in the floodplain should be archeologically assessed prior to ground disturbance.

Historic Buildings/
Sites/Historic Markers
(various locations)

Josias Swart Homestead (deed 1713) Swart Tavern, built circa 1730, was used as a tavern until
the 1840s; its outbuildings were then used for a broom corn factory (1846-1884). It is located at
the corner of Route 5 and Johnson Road.
Hoffman’s Ferry, Route 5 and Wolf Hollow Road. In 1790, Harmanus Vedder began operation of
the ferry until when it was purchased by J. Hoffman in 1835.
Vedder Tavern, 6157 Amsterdam Road, Route 5, is believed to be the second oldest house in
the Valley, circa 1676.
Rectors School, 3441 Amsterdam Road (former Clark and Brown Furniture Store) was most
likely built in the mid-1800s.
The Barhydt House, 4625 Amsterdam Road. The rear portion was built in 1757, with the front
two-story addition being built in 1825. This was the site of the Turnpike Tavern and one of the
largest broom corn farms of the 1800s.
McMichael Cramer Farm, 839 Amsterdam Road, was built in 1803 by John Boyd.
Maalwyck House (the Toll House), 511 Amsterdam Road, was built in 1712 and was the second
house built on this site. The first was built in 1669 near the riverbank and later abandoned. The
Toll family operated a broom corn farm and factory on 386 acres. The farm stayed in the Toll
family until 1898.

The Seeley Estate
(Freemans Bridge Road)

The Seeley Estate, now known as the Water’s Edge Lighthouse Restaurant, is on the National
Register. It was built in 1820 and was the site of a broom corn factory during the 1800s.

Hamlet of Alplaus

There are a number of buildings in or near the hamlet of Alplaus that may be worthy of historic
recognition.

Town of Niskayuna
Erie Canal

East of the Rexford Bridge portions of the former Erie Canal Aqueduct abutments, built in 1822,
remain intact where the canal crossed the River. West of the bridge are the remains of the Canal
Towpath, located in Aqueduct Park. The buildings in the area west of Rexford Bridge, where the
Boat House and Aqueduct House on Aqueduct Road are located, are part of historic development
that dates back to the 1770s and are historically significant.

Sch’dy Troy Railroad

The Bike-Hike Trail is located on the bed of the Sch’dy Troy Railroad and utilizes a historic
railroad bridge before it crosses Balltown Road. The railroad path then proceeded east along the
river to Niskayuna Village where the train station stands today and it is part of Lions Train Station
Park. It is, located at the eastern end of the Town on Rosendale Rd. and is a local landmark along
the Bike-Hike Trail. The station has a deck that overlooks the river.
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Historic Site

Description

Niskayuna Hamlet

Niskayuna Hamlet (Village) settled circa 1678-1750 is the area located along the river between
the eastern Town line and Lock 7 Road.

VanVranken Settlement

The “VanVranken Settlement” was developed in the early 1700s and is located along Lock 7
Road. Six homes here are associated with the VanVranken family, who owned a small saw mill at
this site and were active in the church, farming and government.

Schenectady Museum
Preserve

Schenectady Museum Preserve (now owned by New York State) was originally owned by the
Niskayuna Shakers, who owned much of the land in this area.6
Town of Rotterdam

Historic Inventory
(*** Additional information,
including photographs and site
descriptions, is available in the
Historic Resources Inventory of
Rotterdam on file in the
Schenectady County Planning
Department Library.)

Dwelling, 1884 Ferry Street
The Green House, ca. 1850 Ferry Street
Tow Path Stone Arch Bridge, 1842 east of Elm St. Erie tow path Bridge
Doc Green's House, 1850 Rt. 5S Pattersonville
Schuyler House (John Bradt House), 1881 Route 5S Rotterdam Junction
The Lordi House (Veeder or Vedder House), ca.1750 Rt. 5S Rotterdam Junction
Zielinski Farm (Vedder House), 1837 Rt. 5S Rotterdam Junction
Erie Canal Lock #25, 1842 Iroquois St. Rotterdam Junction
Scrafford House, 1887 211 Main St Rotterdam Junction
Bradt, ca. 1830 NACC Rt. 5S
The Jan Mabie House, 1670 Mabee Farm 5S
Dwelling, ca. 1860 5S corner of Karl St.
The Swart-Bradt House, ca. 1860 Rt. 5S at the Mohawk Hudson Bike Trail Crossing (Burned
8/92)
Erie Canal Tow Path Arch Bridge, ca. 1842 Rt. 5S East of Kiwanis Park
The Van Slyck House, 1823 Rt. 5S Baans Farm
Erie Canal Lock #23, 1842 Rice Rd.
Tenant House, ca. 1900 Corner Rice and Schermerhorn Rd.
Erie Canal bed and walls on GE property south of I-890
City of Schenectady

Historic Overview

Schenectady was officially created on June 27, 1661, when Arent Van Curler, acting on behalf of
himself and others, obtained a deed from the Chiefs of the Mohawk Country for land along the
Mohawk River. A detailed retelling of the town’s early evolution can be found in the City of
Schenectady Historic Resource Survey, March 1993, Volumes 1 and 2. This survey recounts the
passage of time from Schenectady’s founding as one of the oldest cities in the United States with
an economy based on the same harvest and fur industries pursued by the Mohawk Indians to its
evolution into a strategic location dubbed the “Gateway to the West.” The second half of the 18th
century brought to Schenectady and its waterfront growth of an active manufacturing center of
small cargo vessels. The harbor area continued to thrive as a busy manufacturing and trade
center until the great fire of 1819. A great number of historic sites and buildings are located on, or
in close proximity to the riverfront area because the City’s development resulted from the
importance of the Mohawk River as a transportation corridor. As stated in the Management Plan
of the Schenectady Heritage Area System on (page 14) “Thus the Riverfront, Stockade, State
Street commercial district, Mill Lane area, Erie Canal and General Electric plant form a straight
line of significant historic sites that chronologically trace the industrial and demographic
development of Schenectady and New York State.”

Schenectady’s Historic
Districts
(Various locations)

The Stockade is a wedge shaped piece of land bounded by the Mohawk River, the railroad
tracks, Union Street and the Binne Kill. It has developed over a period of 300 years and its
structures run the gamut of architectural styles. It includes modest dwellings and mansions, stores
and churches, old factories and clubs, public buildings and the YMCA and YWCA. Since 1962, the
Stockade Historic District Zoning Ordinance has helped to preserve the area for the future.

6

1985, Fields of Corn, D. K. Richardson
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Historic Site

Description

Schenectady Heritage Area’s theme is Labor & Industry that has its Visitor Center housed at the
Schenectady Museum. From a 17th-century stockade frontier village on the Mohawk River,
Schenectady evolved into "The Electric City", home to General Electric & the American
Locomotive Co. History resounds in the colonial Stockade District, G.E. Realty Plot, Union
College, and the city's many ethnic neighborhoods.

Village of Scotia
Washington Avenue Bridge
(aka the Burr Bridge)

The Washington Avenue Bridge was designed by Theodore Burr, the son of Aaron Burr. It was
completed in 1809. The bridge was replaced by an iron suspension bridge in the 1870s. The
original bridge was torn down and its timbers were used to build local barns and make match
sticks.

Glen Sanders Mansion
(1 Glen Avenue)

The Glen Sanders Mansion is named after two families. Alexander Glen was the first to settle on
the northern side of the river in 1658. This property was initially used use as a trading post. The
building was relocated to higher ground out of the flood plain and expanded at various times from
late 1600s to early 1700s. Deborah Glen married John Sanders in 1739 and they became sole
owners of the estate in 1765. After that time, the mansion became known as the Glen Sanders
Mansion.

Abraham Glen House
(Corner of Mohawk and Collins
Street)

The Abraham Glen House was built in 1730. With its steep gables and interior wood beams, the
Abraham Glen House is a good example of early Dutch colonial architecture. The building now
serves as the Scotia Branch of the County Library.

Flint House
(Located at the end of South
Reynolds Street)

The Village of Scotia owns a 4.5 acre parcel on which the Flint House (aka the Reese
Homestead) is located. The Flint House was built in 1735 on a property at the center of what was
known as Reeseville, the focal point of a booming broomcorn farming community. The land known
as the Hook was originally occupied by Claas Andriese De Gaff in the late 1600s. Later, 6 acres of
Flint Parcel was owned by Marselis Gysbert in 1714. In 1826, this property and much of the
surrounding area and islands (total of 250 acres) were farmed by Fredrick Reese for broomcorn.
This led to the development of Reeseville and the associated broomcorn industry. It is possible
that the Flint House was built by Abraham Glen as its hearth is identical to hearth in the Abraham
Glen House (the Village Library).

Maalwyck School (230
Mohawk Avenue)

Schooling commenced in Scotia and Reeseville in 1782. The Maalwyck School building most
likely dates back to 1787. It is believed that classes were taught on the second floor of this now
aluminum-sided building.

The Camp (Between S.
Ballston Avenue, Glen Avenue,
South Toll Street and Mohawk
River)

The Camp served a camp ground for up to 10,000 men during the French and Indian Wars, the
Revolutionary War, and the War of 1812.
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SECTION III. PROPOSED LAND & WATER USES
AND PROPOSED PROJECTS
Section III provides general guidance and planning considerations for the development opportunities that are available in each
municipality along the river. Each community has opportunities to develop its riverfront. Natural constraints, such as steep
slopes, wetlands, aquifer protection zones, exist in many areas along the river. These constraints will focus the attention on
areas that have existing development, infrastructure and services that could be enhanced or expanded.
The identified issues and proposed projects discussed in this section are the result of many meetings with both local
officials and residents. As a result, these projects consider and are sensitive to existing land uses, natural constraints, and the
need for aquifer protection near municipal wellheads. The bulk of the proposed projects are intended to enhance, improve, or
expand existing recreational and business uses. Another major component that is common to all communities is the need to
promote historic tourism. The general policy that will guide development in these five riverfront communities is to:
Focus on riverfront redevelopment in areas of population concentration
Improve existing riverfront parks and enhance/establish boat launches
Promote historic sites
Develop the Blueway Trail to promote Schenectady’s riverside attractions and businesses
Enhance/add to the existing Mohawk River Bike-Hike Trail

KEY ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES
The Schenectady County riverfront communities have a significant number of existing recreational uses along the Mohawk
River. Most of theses facilities are in need of upgrade or improvement in order to meet the needs of residents and tourists.
Examples of the type of improvements that could be done to make Schenectady’s recreational facilities more accessible,
functional and attractive include the recent addition of restrooms at Niskayuna’s Train Station Park; or the potential expansion
of parking and walking paths at Aqueduct Park; or the improvement of the promenade at Riverside Park. Popular public boat
launches must also be rehabilitated to keep them safe and allow for efficient operation. The provision of amenities at the Locks
7, 8, and 9 Parks, including drinking water, comfort stations, and signage to guide users to local businesses, would help
encourage greater use of these facilities and trails and increase patronage of the nearby businesses.
Although the waterfront areas within the County are not characterized by traditional waterfront development, such as
warehouse/bulkheads, there are several water-dependent and water-enhanced businesses located along the river. In 2008, a
county-wide Blueway Trail was developed to promote our local businesses to river users and land side users alike. The
Blueway Trail project is anticipated to yield economic benefits for all communities. Existing marinas, campgrounds,
restaurants, and services available nearby also warrant continued support. Also, improving the existing central business
districts in each community with better a pedestrian connection to the river and vice versa can contribute to longterm economic
growth and stability.
Increasing the popularity of heritage tourism throughout the County can be accomplished through coordinated efforts of
the following organizations: Chamber of Commerce, Mohawk Valley Heritage Area, Revolutionary Trail, Scenic Byway, New
York State Canal Corporation, local attractions and local governments. These organizations are vital in the promotion of
various historic properties and historic sites along the river.
There is great interest in expanding access to bicycle and pedestrian trails and to add trail spurs to connect to nearby
recreational facilities. Another effort will be to connect the north side of the river with enhanced bike trail connections to the
south side via existing bridges. The objective is to make all trails more accessible to residents without relying on a vehicle to
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get to a trail access point. Improving existing trail amenities at major access points can be achieved by adding services such
as drinking water, restrooms, and informational signage with directions to nearby businesses.
The four key objectives that were identified for each of the community along the Mohawk River Waterfront Area include:
1. Improve Public Access and Recreational Uses Along the Mohawk River
2. Promote Historic sites and historic tourism
3. Identify Suitable Areas Along the River for Recreation and Economic Development
4. Preserve and Protect Water Resources, Wildlife Habitats, and Agricultural Land
The specific issues and associated opportunities for each participating community are discussed below.

OBJECTIVE #1: IMPROVE PUBLIC ACCESS AND RECREATIONAL USES ALONG THE
MOHAWK RIVER
Town of Glenville
There are three points of public access to the Mohawk River in Glenville: Lock 9 Park, Maalwyck Park, and the Freemans
Bridge Fishing Access Site. Enhancing these existing facilities to better serve the public and improve river access is essential
to enhance the waterfront area within the Town. Adding connections via the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail will link existing
recreation resources to existing residential development areas. Long-term recreational opportunities are anticipated in the area
between the eastern Village boundary and Freemans Bridge Road and at the Exit 26 Bridge entrance to the Town. It should be
noted that the Freemans Bridge Road Fishing Access Site was reconstructed and expanded in 2008.
Opportunity
Proposed enhancements to improve the public access to and recreational uses of the Mohawk River within Glenville include:
Enhance Maalwyck Park
Enhancements to the park include the planned addition of five soccer fields, two little league fields, two softball fields,
playground, one large pavilion and four small pavilions, a car-top boat launch, parking for 275 cars, picnic areas,
water and sewer service, a building with restrooms, pedestrian paths (stone dust) throughout the park and along the
river, and fishing access.
Improve, enhance, and expand Freemans Bridge Boat Launch
The enhancement of the Freemans Bridge Boat launch was completed in 2008. This work included: curbing, paving,
and ramp repair/upgrade; installing additional parking and potential boat access; connecting the launch to the
adjacent Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail; and enhancing the enclosures for the site’s portable restrooms.
Improve Lock 8
Lock 8 could be improved by adding a pedestrian/bike connection between the lock and Maalwyck Park to the bike
path on the south side and to the dense residential neighborhood west of the Village of Scotia.
Extend the Bike-Hike Trail
A mid-term improvement will extend the Bike-Hike Trail west of the Village of Scotia to Maalwyck Park. A second
long-term enhancement will extend the Bike-Hike Trail to Exit 26 Bridge via route parallel to Route 5. The Mohawk
Hudson Bike-Hike Trail will also be extended east of Freemans Bridge along the riverfront to Alplaus.
Enhance Lock 9 Park
Improvements to the Lock 9 Park can include formalizing the car-top boat launch access to river on the east side of
the lock; installing informational kiosks; and enhancing the enclosures for portable restrooms.
Improve the land east of Village of Scotia to Freemans Bridge and the vicinity of the Exit 26 Bridge
Potential new recreational uses for this area include development as a potential passive recreation area (i.e., river
overlooks, picnic areas, fishing access, etc.).
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Town of Niskayuna
The Town of Niskayuna has two significant riverfront recreational opportunities, both of which are located on Canal
Corporation land and are very popular destinations for boaters. Aqueduct Park is popular for car-top watercraft and crew and
Lock 7 for power boating. Picnicking and fishing are popular activities at both sites. The Lions Railroad Station Park is also
popular and is used primarily by the Bike-Hike Trail users and some car-top boaters. Niskayuna’s objective is to maintain the
current use patterns of these riverfront access points and allow them to operate efficiently by managing the existing facilities to
accommodate users without creating undue impacts on surrounding properties, the recreational facilities, or the River.
Opportunity
Reuse of the former Town landfill and the surrounding area is an important recreational opportunity for Niskayuna. The scenic
views to and from the Mohawk River are a resource to be preserved. Potential uses that have been mentioned are as follows:
a golf course, nature/ hiking walking trails, overlooks, and picnic areas. One issue that must be initially addressed will be to
determine if there are any safety hazards in using this area due to methane gas emanating from the landfill. If this is a limiting
factor then the potential to connect areas not used for landfill with trails to the Schenectady Museum Preserve should be
considered.
Boat launches in the Town are very active as noted previously. The launches must be rehabilitated to provide safe and
efficient access to the river. The potential to establish new launches is limited by a lack of suitable locations on the river and a
lack of resident support to establish new launches. The area between Lock 6 and 7 is worthy for exploration as a potential
location for a public boat launch in Saratoga, Albany or Schenectady County to relieve boater demand at Lock 7 and provide
boater access on the north or south shoreline between Locks 6 and 7 where none exists, except for the State Boat Launch at
Waterford and the Town of Colonie launch that is open to Residents in their Town Park.

Town of Rotterdam
A key priority for Rotterdam will be to optimize the use of existing recreational areas by enhancing the existing sites with
improved access, parking, and restrooms. Adding recreational access and opportunities in locations near existing
development concentrations is another objective.
Opportunities
The Rotterdam Junction and Pattersonville area west of Lock 9 currently does not have any public access to the river.
Rotterdam is seeking to identify and secure access for emergency services and enhance recreational uses for this area. One
opportunity is the potential to create a public park/recreation area on Canal Corporation land east of the Lock 9 Route 103
Bridge (8 acres that are outside the Canal Corporations designated dredge spoil area). This property is within walking distance
of Rotterdam Junction and has seen development of upscale single family residential community and condominium complex in
the immediate vicinity. Another opportunity is to enhance existing recreational areas such as the proposed Kiwanis Park
improvement of the existing boat launch, restroom facilities, and parking area rehabilitation. Other recreational facilities that
could be improved are Lock 8 and Gateway Landing. Possible improvements include, but are not limited to, installing
restrooms, potable water, and information kiosks.
Schenectady County is currently working to extend the Bike-Hike Trail in Pattersonville. The trail would extend from the
railroad overpass on Route 5S to the Schenectady County Line in Pattersonville. This development would also include
enhancements to the existing trail (e.g., establish overlooks, shoreline fishing access, enhancement from Washington Avenue
to the SCCC entrance).
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City of Schenectady
Identifying the appropriate intensity of recreational use along the river has been a sensitive issue in the area of the residential
Stockade neighborhood. Riverside Park provides a walking trail from which neighborhood residents view the river. The most
active use relating to the river is the occasional fisherman. The park has limited access and parking, which inhibits any
significant expansion of use other than to improve it as a scenic overlook and to improve pedestrian and bicyclist access and
connection to adjoining areas.
The Binne Kill, due to its present silted condition and proximity to residential uses of the Stockade, has been discounted
as an area viable for any expanded water dependent use other than for canoe and kayak access. Public access to the river
could be increased by adding to the Bike-Hike Trail system along the river from the eastern City boundary to Freemans Bridge.
This will connect the trail system to the Scotia-Glenville portion of the Bike-Hike Trail and would connect existing recreational
uses. As suggested by the recently completed City of Schenectady Urban Bike Route Master Plan (2001), establishing a
riverside Bike-Hike Trail from Freemans Bridge to Riverside Park could provide a most impressive trail on the river and would
run the length of the City riverfront. It would require easements from the property owners between Freemans Bridge and
Riverside Park.
In addition to identifying appropriate recreational uses in the City, a key issue will be to improve access to the City’s
downtown area from the river. Aside from its historic structures, the Stockade has been gentrified in part because of its
connection to Riverside Park. The East Front Street Neighborhood has not participated in gentrification because of an
absence of any park amenities and the proximity to heavy industry and Erie Boulevard.
Providing linkage from the river through East Front Street to the Stockade and a pedestrian-friendly Erie Boulevard would
assist with the revitalization of both the commercial and residential characteristics of the neighborhood. Developing a park
setting with boat connections can enhance perception of the neighborhood and spur investment. Coupled with modified zoning
that allows for small retail and accommodations the East Front Street Neighborhood, this could transform the area into a
quaint riverside connection and help attract waterborne tourists to the Downtown and downtown residents to the River.
Opportunities
Expand access to river with the connection of Riverside Park to East Front Street Park and development of a River
Walk and improve the amenities associated with Riverside Park
Locate an alternative bike-hike trail along the riverfront to enhance visual and physical access to the river from
Anthony Street to Freemans Bridge. Establish overlooks and parking/access points along the way. A long-term goal
would be to connect this trail segment along the river from this point to Riverside Park.
Enhance the existing Bike-Hike Trail from Washington Avenue to the entrance at the Community College.
Explore the potential to develop a boathouse and dock for Schenectady High School Crew.
Study feasibility and potential to establish a dock to provide overnight boating services that would provide access to
Downtown Schenectady and Scotia.
Develop City-owned land in East Front Street Neighborhood for boat access and commercial operations. The City
has recently changed the zoning to allow water-dependent tourism-based uses.

Village of Scotia
At present, the only access to the river is the docks at Scotia Landing in Freedom Park on Schonowee Avenue and a private
dock at Glen Sanders Mansion, which has limited access due to shallow water. The number and size of water craft that can be
accommodated at these locations is limited by depth of water and amount of dock space. Addressing these issues by
expanding docks and boating services could lead to potential conflicts if no wake zones were created that interfered with the
popular water ski shows that are put on by the US Ski Team.
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The Village has a great recreational resource in their facilities at Collins and Freedom Park. Improving and enhancing
these resources are always a priority to better serve residents. The entertainment programs provided in the summer at
Freedom Park is a great community asset. Issues that are present include balancing alternative-mode, slower-moving
transportation users with the needs of the nearby high volume vehicle corridors (Washington Avenue Bridge and Route 5) that
must move traffic through an awkwardly configured intersection. In addition, the river frontage along Shonowee Avenue is
open and provides no clear path for pedestrians or a separation of public and private space. The current layout leads to visual
clutter in the approach streets and a lack of readily accessible parking, particularly in a sufficient number to satisfy the
demands of special events.
Opportunity
Downstream from the abutment of the former Burr Bridge is a 5-acre Village Parcel of which about one acre was used as a
wastewater treatment plant of the former wastewater treatment plant. The parcel has about 1,300 feet of riverfront. The future
use of this parcel and abutting parcels owned by the Piotrowski’s presents an opportunity for development of waterfront uses.
This land is the only vacant area within the village that may be developed. The Village and the City of Schenectady have
recently completed a feasibility study funded by the Department of State exploring the development of docking facilities to
serve traveling boaters and the potential to develop the abutting areas in their respective jurisdictions. The recommendations
in this study are under review.
Other potential development opportunities include:
Collins Park/ Freedom Park—Working to improve these facilities in a cost effective manner is an issue that faces
the Village every budget season. Addressing needs for parking, restrooms, lighting, pedestrian path along
Schonowee Avenue are top priorities.
Collins Creek/Lake Nature Walk—Collins Creek and Collins Park are part of a New York State designated wetland.
Utilizing this natural environment as a recreational and educational tool is an opportunity to be explored by the
Village. There are wooded and classic wetland environments along the Lake and stream that could be used as
educational and recreational areas.
Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail—The Bike-Hike Trail on the South side of the river is well developed with class
one trails extending 19 miles almost without interruption from the eastern county line to the western county line.
Improving the bridge crossings and extending the bike hike trail on the north side of the river will provide greater
access for residents and eliminate the need to drive to a trail access point on the south side of the river, as well as
providing new recreational trails and create a loop on the north and south side of the River. There is an interest on
the part of the Village of Scotia and the Town of Glenville to improve the existing bike hike trail located between
Washington Avenue and Freemans Bridge Rd., and the bridge crossings at the Western Gateway, Freemans Bridge,
and Rexford Bridge. Also there is interest to extend the route to the west along Village/Town streets to the historic
Flint House and Maalwyck Park and develop a trail to connect with the existing trail at the Exit 26 Bridge, and to the
east from Freemans Bridge to Alplaus along the Mohawk River.

OBJECTIVE #2: PROMOTE HISTORIC SITES AND HISTORIC TOURISM
The Mohawk Valley is endowed with significant historic, archeological, and cultural resources that have great potential to
generate heritage tourism with the county. The County has as its core within the City of Schenectady Heritage Corridor.
Schenectady County is also the eastern end of the Mohawk Valley Heritage Area. Historic sites in this area date back to the
early occupation of this area by natives around 2000 B.C. at the Bent Site in Glenville. The use of the Mohawk Valley by the
Iroquois Confederacy significantly impacted this area’s social and economic development and the development of the regional
governmental structure. Settlement of the Mohawk Valley from the 1660s-1720s by Dutch traders and farmers set the stage
for westward expansion in the 1800s. The Mabee Farm is purportedly the oldest structure in the Mohawk Valley (1680).
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Evolution of the agricultural industry into the broom corn industry played an important role in the synergy between agriculture
and development of early manufacturing advances prior to the industrial revolution.
The County, local governments, and historic organizations must focus efforts on how to utilize our historic sites,
buildings, Erie Canal remnants, railroads, and the historic Stockade district to capitalize the heritage tourism potential in this
area. Leveraging waterfront assets and providing access to and from the river can play an important role in promoting this
tourism effort.

Town of Glenville
There are a number of locations within the Town of Glenville that can contribute to the promotion of heritage tourism. Although
there are many historic homes and sites, such as Maalwyck, the McMichael Cramer Farm, the Barhydt home, Swart Tavern
and Vedder Tavern located on Route 5 along the river, none are publicly owned. However, these are important resources
illustrate the colonial history in the Mohawk Valley, even if only viewed from the highway. Other areas of interest are the
numerous archeological sites within the Town. One particularly prominent example is the Bent Site, which has been excavated
and documented. These sites are generally located along the flats of the river and if they could be excavated in a secure and
educational manner, they could be used as a tourism attraction.
Providing connections among these sites for multiple forms of transportation would offer opportunities to expose travelers
and local residents to the history of this area. Providing standardized signage and interpretive displays to effectively illustrate
the history of this area would enhance these sites for visitors. Coordinating and promoting events, festivals, and activities can
yield many countywide benefits. Specific opportunities include:
Maalywck Farm, McMichael Cramer Farm, Barhydt Home, Swart Tavern, Vedder Tavern and the site of Hoffman’s
Ferry are a few of the sites that could make up a driving tour showing examples of historic architecture.
Locate historic interpretive kiosks at the Freemans Bridge Fishing Access Site, Lock 8 and Lock 9.

Town of Niskayuna
Scenic byways are proposed to pass by the Erie Canal Aqueduct where historic interpretive signage is a means of telling our
history to visitors and residents alike. Along the river in Niskayuna, there are sites such as the Erie Canal Aqueduct, remnants
of the Erie Canal, bridges and path of the Schenectady and Troy Railroad, and examples of early colonial settlement of
Niskayuna Village, and the Railroad Station. These attractions are connected by the existing Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail
and existing road network. Historic interpretation kiosks in select locations may be appropriate.
Opportunity
The Bike-Hike Trail on the South side of the river is well developed with Class one trails that extend 19 miles almost without
interruption from the eastern county line to the western county line, nine miles of which are in the Town of Niskayuna.
Maintaining the integrity of the existing trail to minimize crossings of busy roads and improving its connections to recreational
areas and planning connections to proposed trails should be the focus.
An issue of routing the trail along the river through the KAPL and GE Global Research Center properties has not
been possible for many years due to security issues. If the security issue was to change or routes that were
amenable to the property owners could be designed then in the path along the river is still a worthy objective. Still
there are other enhancements that can improve accessibility to the existing trail and nearby recreation attractions.
Improving the access to the trail is an issue for the Town in that it would like to add connections to the Town
Recreation Center (former Girling Center) to Aqueduct Road via a former railroad right of way) that would connect
near the historic railroad bridge Balltown Rd. overpass.
Another connection that must be considered is the on-road connection across the Rexford Bridge to connect with the
proposed Clifton Park and Glenville Trail extensions on the north side of the river. Maintaining the existing Bike-Hike
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Trail bridge crossing over Balltown Road and developing connections (northbound and southbound) across the river
should be addressed during the design of the new Rexford Bridge and Balltown Road improvements.
Connection of the Bike-Hike Trail to the Town soccer fields located off River Road could be easily accomplished.

Town of Rotterdam
Within Rotterdam there are a number of locations that can contribute to promoting heritage tourism. The Mabee Farm and the
Native American Cultural Center located on Route 5S east of Rotterdam Junction represent a unique opportunity in presenting
two views of our colonial history in the settlement of the Mohawk Valley. They have great visibility from the road and will be
accessible from the river with the planned 2007 construction of a dock facility on adjoining NYS Canal Corporation Lands.
Another opportunity is to showcase the remnants of the former Erie Canal. Some examples include the aqueduct over
the Plotterkill, canal bed that is next to Route 5S, and the Historic Lock 23 Restoration. Yet another untold story is the rich
history of the railroad in Rotterdam Junction. Connecting these attractions by car, bike and walks will provide opportunities to
expose many travelers and local residents. Unified signage and interpretive displays should be encouraged to effectively tell
the history along the River at key locations in the Town.

City of Schenectady
Schenectady has a number of locations that can contribute to the promotion of heritage tourism including: the Stockade, the
former Alco Locomotive Plant, Union College, the Schenectady Heritage Area, Erie Canal remnants structures, and the
Schenectady County Historical Society facilities. Connecting these attractions by car, bike and walking tours will provide
opportunities of exposure to travelers and local citizens. Unified signage and interpretive displays can be used effectively to tell
the story along the River and at key locations in the City.

Village of Scotia
There are a number of locations in Scotia that can contribute to heritage tourism. The strategic location of Scotia/Glenville
resulted in the establishment of “the Camp“ as a staging areas for troops and supplies during the French and Indian War, the
Revolutionary Wars, and the War of 1812. The history of the Glen Sanders Mansion, Flint House, and the Abraham Glen
House are prime examples of the type of heritage attractions the Village offers. From public input it is apparent that there is a
strong interest to initiate events such as a Founder’s festival to promote our heritage. Connecting these attractions by car, bike
and walks will provide opportunities of exposure to many travelers and our own citizens. Unified signage and interpretive
displays can be used effectively to tell the story along the River and at key location in the Village. There will be a need to
balance the close proximity to historic and natural resources with constrained access to these sites. It will also be important to
maintain the historical, tourist-attracting village setting while minimizing the sometimes confusing vehicular routes through the
Village.

OBJECTIVE #3: IDENTIFY SUITABLE AREAS ALONG THE RIVER FOR RECREATIONAL
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Town of Glenville
As a result of the 2001 comprehensive rezoning adopted by the Town, the areas list below have been identified as best suited
for waterfront-related use. Guiding and promoting the development of new uses that will enhance the riverfront is the goal, as
well as redeveloping underutilized existing sites, such as the area west of Mohawk Marina. Optimizing the synergy between
the river and the development proposed in these areas is the key to successful revitalization of the Glenville riverfront.
Opportunities
Convert the Mohawk Valley Airport to riverfront recreation use, as well as state land east and west of Washout Creek
that partially lies between the Airport property and the river.
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Land west of the Mohawk Marina and Capital Region Maritime Center
Freemans Bridge Road Master Plan
Land on the west side of Freemans Bridge presents an opportunity for development of a waterfront dependent use
Enhance and/or rehabilitate existing water dependent and enhanced uses on the east side of Freemans Bridge
(Water’s Edge Marina and Lighthouse Restaurant and the adjacent Cady Company)
Establish a Blueway Trail to guide people on the water to businesses, recreational and tourism activities that are
accessible from the River (completed in 2008).

Town of Niskayuna
Development opportunities for Niskayuna exist generally west of Balltown Road along Aqueduct Road. In this area there are a
number of large tracts of land that are vacant. About half of the vacant land is zoned general industrial and the rest is zoned
planned unit development. Access to many of these parcels is limited by steep slopes north and south of Aqueduct Road;
those parcels located in close proximity to the City of Schenectady wastewater treatment plant are impacted by occasional
odor impacts. During the public informational meetings, the residents of the Aqueduct Road area indicated that they believe
the area would be best served by limiting development between Aqueduct Road and the River.
The only pending development is the PUD Harbor at Niskayuna, which is planned to have approximately 180 dwelling
units. The development originally had plans for a riverside restaurant and an area for a boat launch, but no plans have been
submitted to the Town. If this development moves forward, the issue of establishing public access to the river is an opportunity
to examine the need for public access of the Niskayuna High Schools crew‘s desire for a boathouse and launch location.
Vacant areas east of Balltown Road are generally part of GE Global Research, KAPL, Town Park/Landfill, or wetland
farm areas. Potential for new development is limited in this area due to existing business uses.

Town of Rotterdam
Focusing economic development in the areas designated by the adopted Comprehensive Plan will encourage efficient land
use within the developed hamlets of Pattersonville, Rotterdam Junction and the area west of the Exit 26 Bridge.
Opportunity
Encourage economic development in areas of existing commercial uses in Pattersonville and Rotterdam Junction.
The area west of the Exit 26 Bridge presents opportunities for economic development given its excellent highway
access and recent public water service expansion on Rout 5S to a point adjacent to the west side of the Exit 26
Bridge. In particular the Baan’s Farm south of Route 5S outside the flood plain is a potential development site. The
portion of this farm north of Route 5 is located in predominately in the flood plain and a water dependent use would
be more appropriate.

City of Schenectady
Issue: Downtown Redevelopment
The high traffic routes of Erie Boulevard and State Street bisect Schenectady’s downtown. Their intersection forms the 100%
(most active) corner of the City. Unfortunately, this activity is not reflected in the occupancy rates of existing buildings and land
in the area. Buildings remain largely underutilized and parking lots use prime commercial locations within the western portion
of downtown. Vacancies exist both on the ground level for commercial uses and upper levels for office and residential uses.
Devising programs for redevelopment of public spaces and creating incentives to encourage businesses to reoccupy
existing buildings is the principal strategy for redevelopment of this area. Focusing of efforts to promote existing economic
development efforts such as the Empire Zone, Local Development Corporation activities, and Metroplex funding could yield
significant improvements in the vitality of this area. A number of strategies are being implemented at this time ranging from
development of a façade program, private housing for SCCC students, and renovation of the Amtrak station. The recent
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formation of the Downtown Schenectady Improvement Corporation, or BID, provides an outreach opportunity for business
promotion and marketing.
Opportunities
The Downtown Master Plan identified three areas with redevelopment potential within the Mohawk River Waterfront
Revitalization Area Boundaries.
Erie Boulevard Corridor: Calm traffic, introduce trees and widen sidewalks to improve pedestrian connections.
Reorienting towards non-vehicular uses will better connect City with Waterfront and improve aesthetics to invite
development for underutilized sites along Erie Boulevard. Use the historic remnants of the Erie Canal to help
establish the urban design character.
Station District: Inter-modal Center (both sides of Erie Blvd. from State Street to Green Street). Provide an
appropriate edge for the Historic Stockade District. Calm traffic on Erie Boulevard. Build a new inter-modal facility for
train and bus service and incorporate an office building or hotel at the 100% corner of Erie and State. Turn railroad
bridges into gateways as opposed to barriers.
Lower State Street: (Erie Boulevard to Western Gateway Bridge) Maintain/improve existing building facades.
Encourage commercial activity that will support the Stockade District. Encourage development of housing for
Community College students.
Issue: East Front Street Revitalization
The East Front Street Neighborhood has not benefited in the gentrification that has been enjoyed by the Stockade
Neighborhood. Residents of this area, anxious to improve the neighborhood’s character, welcome more active connections to
the river in order to help drive an economic rebirth in the area. The City has completed a market and feasibility study to explore
the potential of locating transient boat tie-ups and a commercial tour-boat base, with appropriate parking to accommodate
these uses. The neighborhood has expressed interest in exploring creative zoning techniques to encourage compatible mixed
uses. Both neighborhoods have expressed interest in relocating the bike/hike trail along the river.
Opportunities
The recent rezoning to Waterfront Zoning increases the flexibility to allow mixed uses (i.e., compatible businesses for
neighborhood/river tourism, B&Bs, heritage tourism.
City-owned property should be marketed for redevelopment in a manner that provides maximum benefit for
neighborhood.
Former ALCO site (Nott Street Industrial Park) presents opportunities to aid in Riverfront access to the City-owned
riverfront parcel.

Village of Scotia
The Village is making important strides in its efforts to upgrade both the street/pedestrian environment through proposed traffic
calming, and landscaping improvements at the intersection of Mohawk, Schonowee, and Glen Avenues. Village green
improvements have been installed near Village Hall to create a sitting area and screen a parking area. The Village has
developed building/sign design guidelines and financial assistance programs to encourage reinvestment in existing buildings
and infill development that will revitalize and promote the village scale and vitality. The formation of the Business Improvement
District will focus efforts to revitalize the Village shopping area as well.
Opportunity
Enhancing the visual and physical connections between the CBD and the waterfront will benefit all users and will strengthen
the vitality of the Village. The Village has secured Small Cities CDBG funding and made application to the Schenectady
Metroplex and to NYS DOT under the TEA-21 program to begin the following projects. The plan is to add traffic calming
islands and landscaping at Route 5 and Schonowee/Glen Avenues to reduce the conflicts between pedestrian, bicyclist and
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motorists, and improve the intersection’s sidewalk connections, as well as connections to the parks along the river. The Village
has adopted design standards and streetscape themes that can be applied in the future to projects proposed in the waterfront
revitalization along Schonowee Avenue to further unify the Village’s character.

OBJECTIVE #4: PRESERVE AND PROTECT WATER RESOURCES, WILDLIFE HABITATS,
AND AGRICULTURAL LAND
Town of Glenville
The 2001 rezoning adopted by the Town acknowledged the importance of water resources, wetlands, river islands, and the
agricultural lands along or near the river. These areas have been zoned Land Conservation to preserve the undeveloped or
agricultural nature of these parcels. Additional efforts to preserve certain undeveloped and environmentally-sensitive riverfront
properties for permanent preservation are needed and will likely be addressed in the Town’s pending Open Space Plan.
Opportunities
Agricultural lands south of the CSX Railroad and west of Lock 9, consisting of approximately 90 acres.
The Wellhead Protection Area around the Glenville Well field.
Daly’s Island, Isles of Mohawks, Senecas and Onondagas and the island just off shore from the Capital Region
Maritime Center.
Agricultural land and floodplain, approximately 70 acres, south and east of Pleasantview Avenue.
State of New York designated wetlands between the hamlet of Alplaus and the Capital Region Maritime Center, along
the Kromme Kill and Collins Creek, and south and east of Pleasantview Avenue.

Town of Niskayuna
The value of preserving agricultural lands is an activity that can yield two benefits; the preservation of the local agricultural
economy, and the preservation of open space. The area between Lock 7 and Town line to the east contains the Burger Farm
located on Niska Isle, the largest farm in the Town of Niskayuna.
Opportunity
The future preservation of these fertile floodplain farm lands should be a priority, given their location adjacent to the largest
State wetland in the Town and its importance as a local wildlife habitat. Development of local regulations or incentives to keep
these farming activities should be considered.

Town of Rotterdam
The Wellhead Protection Zones in Rotterdam Junction and at Rice Road must be protected. This Sole Source Aquifer is a
water resource that is an invaluable asset that cannot be replaced it if were to become contaminated. Protecting the aquifer
from adverse impact of land use developed nearby is of great importance. Protecting the wells from any potential source of
contamination should continue to be a priority
Opportunity
Zoning in the areas of the wells in these two locations is not consistent with the Intermunicipal Watershed Board Rules and
Regulations. Changing the zoning in the areas defined as Zone I Wellhead Protection Area is an action that can reinforce and
support the Schenectady Intermunicipal Watershed Board activities to regulate land use. The recently adopted
Comprehensive Plan recommends up zoning of the Wellhead Protection Areas. Also there is an automotive repair shop
directly adjoining the wells at Rotterdam Junction and actions to acquire and relocate this use to protect the wellfield may be
warranted.
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Issue: Preserve Agricultural Land Uses in Pattersonville and Rotterdam Junction, the scenic vistas of Rotterdam Hills,
and wildlife habitats along the river.
Within the western portion of the Waterfront Revitalization Area west of Lower Rotterdam Junction there are a number of
parcels of farm land that are actively used for farming. Examining ways to encouraging preservation of agricultural uses
beyond the existing zoning need to be explored before development pressures threaten these fertile soils and removes this
open space resource.
Opportunity
Encourage existing agricultural uses Pattersonville and Rotterdam Junction to continue by participation in Schenectady County
Agriculture District, and continued Agricultural Zoning. Continued preservation of scenic qualities of the undeveloped
Rotterdam Hills, and the rural landscape west Campbell Rd. Preservation of the wildlife habitats of the undeveloped lands
between I-890 and the River as well as the wetland environments regulated by the US Army Corp of Engineers, and NYS
DEC.

Village of Scotia
In Scotia, the Mohawk River shore in jeopardy due to the natural erosive forces, particularly during spring melt period. Large
pieces of broken ice scour the river bank and remove large amounts of soil, negatively impacting the Scotia Waterfront.
Erosion of the riverbank has been noted for a number of years by the village and residents especially during winter and spring
flooding events. Scouring of the bank by ice and swift currents have reduced the width of the riverbank from Jumpin Jack’s to
the Burr Bridge abutment at Washington Avenue Underground utilities are now in danger. Access to the rear of Freedom
Parks Stage is in jeopardy as well. Development of a stabilization strategy that will preserve access to the river at Scotia
Landing and create a riverbank that does not create a bathtub wave effect is important to the continued use of the area by the
US Ski Team based at Jumpin Jack’s.
Opportunity
Combine efforts to construct bank stabilization with a project to improve boater docking facilities, pedestrian paths and access
to Freedom Park.
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
TOWN OF GLENVILLE
The Town of Glenville Zoning Ordinance already includes a Riverfront Recreation/Commercial district. Enacted in 2001, the
purpose of this zoning designation is to enhance the recreational uses along the Mohawk River while simultaneously
protecting the riparian environment as much as possible. In addition, the Town recently strengthened its environmental
protections along the river; as of March 2004, the same vegetation protections apply to all riverfront properties.
Given this, the Town of Glenville will pursue several individual projects as part of the Mohawk River Waterfront
Revitalization Plan. Most of these projects will promote or expand existing riverfront businesses and recreational opportunities.
In addition, as part of the plan, several planning efforts are underway or slated to further promote compatible land uses along
the Mohawk River.

1.

Develop Plan for Freemans Bridge Road/Mohawk Riverfront Area (Freemans Bridge
Road/Dutch Meadows Master Plan)
In 2004, the Town of Glenville adopted a master plan for the Freemans Bridge Road/Dutch Meadows corridor. This
plan includes recommendations to rehabilitate the commercial/industrial area along Freemans Bridge Road. The plan
also promotes riverfront development in the RRC zoning district. In addition, the plan calls for the development of
design standards for public and private development in the corridor. This effort also calls for the strengthening of
connections between riverfront and business districts via sidewalks and multi-use paths. Most of the improvements
will be made through individual development efforts.

2.

Maalwyck Park Master Plan of Development
Town of Glenville is pursuing further development of the Park. A recent master plan calls for the extension of water
and sewer services to the park, a car top boat launch, comfort station, ball fields, roller sports park, walking paths,
and expanded parking. It is anticipated that the water and sewer installation and expanded parking will occur in 2009.
In order to promote Maalwyck Park, the Town of Glenville will improve signage along Route 5 and remove brush at
the intersection of Maalwyck Park Road and Route 5 to improve sight distance for cars exiting the park. The overall
cost of improvements to the park is anticipated to be $650,000.

3.

Improve and Expand Mohawk Hudson Bike/Hike Trail
The portions of the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail located in Glenville are in need of improvement. In addition to
resurfacing the trail and improving drainage, the Town is seeking to add amenities, including picnic areas and a park
and ride lot along the Freemans Bridge Road terminus. Selected vegetation will be removed to allow for views of the
river from the trail as well. This portion of the project is expected to cost approximately $75,000.
In addition, the trail will be extended to provide greater continuity through Glenville and enhance the user
experience. This extension will continue east from the trail terminus at Freemans Bridge Road to the hamlet of
Alplaus, as stated in the Freemans Bridge Road Master Plan. The trail will then continue north along Bruce Drive and
connect with the town-owned Alplaus Kill Natural Area on Glenridge Road. West of the Village of Scotia, the trail will
extend to the Exit 26 Bridge through Maalwyck Park. In addition, the trail will connect to the City of Schenectady
portion of the trail via Freemans Bridge. The new portions of the trail are anticipated to cost $650,000.

4.

Beautify the Exit 26 Gateway
Sand and gravel mining have scarred the site located on either side of the Exit 26 bridge. The Town of Glenville will
reclaim this area with green space, possibly including an overlook/picnic area.
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5.

Improve Lock 9 Park
There are several improvements slated for Lock 9, which will enhance user experience. The canoe/kayak launch on
the east side of Lock 9 will be formalized and improved. In addition, the Town of Glenville is seeking to improve the
car-top launch facility in the Lock 9 State Canal Park located west of the Lock, including construction of a road from
the Park entrance/parking lot to the launch. This project will cost approximately $20,000.

6.

Rehabilitate Freemans Bridge Boat Launch
In 2008, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation completely rebuilt the Freemans Bridge
Road Boat Launch. Improvements included a new boat ramp, expanded, landscaped parking, shore stabilization,
installation of a landscaped port-a-john, erection of a kiosk with maps and brochures, and an asphalt connection to
the Mohawk Hudson Bike/Hike Trail.

7.

Promote Historic Tourism/Festivals/Events
As part of this plan, the Town of Glenville will promote historic-based tourism with open houses, improved signs, selfguided tour maps, kiosks, etc. Glenville, along with several other municipalities in Schenectady and Montgomery
Counties, participated in the annual Canalfest, which began in 2007. Canalfest is a weekend celebration of waterfront
recreation, commerce and heritage. In addition, a countywide effort is resulted in development of the Blueway Trail,
which promotes tourism and riverfront businesses. A Blueway Trail was developed in 2008 and is used to promote
the Blueway Trail along the Mohawk River

8.

Expand Utilities
Glenville will complete improvements to its wellfield, including a new production well and new transmission line to
Lolik Lane. There is no cost associated with this project.

9.

Preserve Open Space Lands
The Town of Glenville adopted an Open Space Plan in 2008. The Plan targets certain undeveloped agricultural and
environmentally-sensitive riverfront properties for permanent preservation. In addition, the plan promotes viewshed
protection of the Glenville hills. The Open Space Plan was prepared by Town Planning staff.

10.

Riverfront Recreation Commercial (RRC) (N/A)
The Town of Glenville currently has three existing water dependent uses in areas zoned RRC: the Mohawk Valley
Marina, Water’s Edge Marina, and Arrowhead Marina and RV Park. In addition, River Stone Manor banquet facility
property has installed a dock to enhance water access to the facility. As part of the Mohawk River Waterfront
Revitalization Plan, these areas will be promoted and marketed for further development. The remaining area zoned
RRC is the Mohawk Valley Airport and the State and private lands to the east. Glenville will work with the property
owners and the State Canal Corporation to determine how these properties could be used to benefit from their
waterfront location. There are no costs associated with these projects.

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
Within the Town of Niskayuna there is limited waterfront land available or suitable for the establishment of new water
dependent uses. Existing parks, wetlands, the Bike-Hike Trail, Canal Corporation lands, and the large industrial research uses
(GE Global Research and KAPL) control much of the existing riverfront. The Canal Corporation lands east of the City of
Schenectady Wastewater Treatment Plant are reserved for dredge spoils. The Niskayuna Police Department also uses this
land as a firing range. These lands do not appear to be appropriate for any recreational use due to the proximity of the City of
Schenectady wastewater treatment plant, and the use for public safety training. Residential development with waterfront
access can be located west of Balltown Road and east of the above-mentioned industrial area, north of Aqueduct Road. A
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thirty-seven acre parcel is zoned for Planned Unit Development. Another long-term development opportunity may arise if the
auto salvage yard located east of the planned unit development is sold or goes out of business. Adjoining the City of
Schenectady Wastewater Treatment Plant (where odors are frequent), light manufacturing, or research-development uses
between the river and the Bike-Hike Trail may be appropriate.
The proposed land and water uses in the Town are primarily to enhance existing recreational facilities and the
connections to the Bike-Hike Trail. Preservation of existing agricultural land east of Lock 7 has been identified as a priority by
town residents. The primary development opportunity is described below.

11.

Improve Aqueduct Park
Clear brush and establish overlooks
Install historic interpretive signage
Add Picnic Tables to overlook areas
Extend trail from National Grid right of way north to connect to the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail.
Add public restrooms to Town-owned Building (formerly occupied by ECOS) and use one room for display of
Historic Photos and interpretive information about this area.
Continue to encourage operation of the Boat House whose sale/rental of canoes/ kayaks and other boating
equipment is a use complimentary to the Park and its water access.

12.

Improve Lions Railroad Station Park
Design and construct interpretive signage.
Identify strategy for future use Train Station Building. Stabilize /repair building (i.e. eaves, roof) in
compliance with historic preservation standards.
Rehabilitate car-top launch, (waterchestnut problem inhibits use July-September)

13.

Develop Plan for Future Use of Town Landfill
Develop plan for the future use of former Town Landfill and adjoining town land (total of 100 acres). Study of
methane gas conditions must be conducted prior to use of landfill area for recreational or any other use.
Potential uses: hiking / walking trails, picnic areas, nature and birding areas, scenic overlooks, golf course,
dog park.

14.

Renovate Lock 7 Park
Rehabilitate existing launch, install docks on both sides of launch, and install concrete slabs with v groove to
provide better traction for towing vehicles.
Provide uniform enclosures for seasonal portable bathroom facilities.
Rehabilitate lower parking area with stone or paving, improve delineation/grading, and improve circulation
for trailers being moved to and from boat launch area to this area.
Work with the Canal Corporation to provide handicapped access trail/path to lower lock area, and aid in the
designation of handicapped parking to provide access to the upper area of the Lock.

15.

Promote Historic Tourism
Cooperate in the coordination of festivals/events that are river related countywide.
In general provide interpretive signage at historic sites within the parks listed below regarding Erie Canal,
railroad transportation and local history. Railroad Station Park, Erie Canal Aqueduct.

16.

Assist Niskayuna High School Crew Boat House Identify a New Boathouse Location
Assist in the identification of a location for Niskayuna High School to build a crew boat house.
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17.

Preserve Open Space Lands
Develop program to ensure preservation of farm land between Lock 7 and Town Line to the east.

18.

Develop Bike-Hike Trail Connections
From the present crossing of the bike path on Aqueduct Road add a spur on the former railroad bed to Town
Recreational Center (approximately one mile in length).
Install a spur to connect the Town Soccer fields to Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail (approximately 1000 ft.).
Extend Aqueduct Park riverside trail from current end point to the Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation right
of way past Niskayuna Harbor, and connect it to Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail
Plan a trail to connect from the existing Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail Bridge over Balltown Road.

TOWN OF ROTTERDAM
The Town of Rotterdam waterfront area is somewhat unique as it is not characterized by traditional waterfront development.
The Historic Erie Canal, Rotterdam Junction, Mabee Farm, and the Native American Cultural Center offers tremendous
opportunities to promote Heritage Tourism events. As a result the Town of Rotterdam proposed land and water uses are
focused on efforts to enhance existing parks, promoting historic tourism, as well as the protection of the sole source aquifer
and municipal wells that supply the City of Schenectady, Town of Rotterdam, and the Hamlet of Rotterdam Junction. The
proposed waterfront development projects in Rotterdam include:

19.

Renovate Kiwanis Rotterdam Park/ Boat Launch
EPF application has been made to rehabilitate the boat launch, provide better dock space, provide drinking
water, a permanent structure to house porta johns, handicapped access fishing, and improvement of the
parking area to better serve the public at this popular launch and picnic area.

20.

Protect the Aquifer and Wellhead
As recommended by the Comprehensive Plan adopt change zoning of island and wellhead recharge areas
from Industrial to Land Conservation, to promote further preservation of wellhead protection areas and the
Islands in the Mohawk River.
Apply for grant funding to acquire motor vehicle repair shop abutting the Rotterdam Junction wells located in
the wellhead protection zone.

21.

Enhance Gateway Landing
Gateway Landing offers a beautiful deck and dock providing great views of the river and the historic
Stockade. Planned improvements to the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail adjacent to this site will make this
area an attractive rest stop. The addition of barbecue grills, picnic tables, benches drinking water and
restroom facilities will increase the utility of this recreation area.

22.

Promote Historic Tourism
Participated in a countywide effort to develop a Mohawk River Blueway Trail to promote businesses and
tourism.
Continue Historic Lock 23 renovation in a manner consistent with Intermunicipal Watershed Board Rules
and Regulations.
Encourage coordination and development of events, displays, and attractions at the NACC, and Mabee
Farm. Assist with development of George E. Franchere Education Center at the Mabee Farm Historic Site,
kiosks for interpretive/tourism promotion, visitor amenities and improved pedestrian connection from the
river to these sites are examples of appropriate projects.
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Develop interpretive signage along the Bike-Hike Trail especially at access points for relating history of the
Erie Canal, railroad, colonial history etc.
Coordinate and develop Heritage Tourism in a countywide effort.

23.

Encourage Economic Development
Encourage economic development of water dependent or enhanced use north of Route 5S between Kiwanis
Park and Exit 26 Bridge, change the zoning to Riverfront Recreation/Commercial to the extent permitted by
flood plain regulations.

24.

Improve Recreational Opportunities
Conduct a feasibility study to explore the future use of former Bonded Concrete Parcel now owned by the
Town.
Establish a boat dock on State Canal Corp Land to provide access to the Native American Cultural Center,
and the Mabee Farm.
Establish a marked trail to designate the Long Path hiking trail to connect it from the Plotterkill Preserve to
Route 5S to Route 103 Bridge to cross river.
Enhancement of Lock 8 park facilities, restroom facilities, adding historic/ informational kiosks.
Establish a new park for picnicking and hand carried canoe Kayak launch with hiking trails in Rotterdam
Junction east of Lock 9 on State Canal Corporation land outside of their area reserved for dredging spoils.
Extend the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike 1.4 miles from railroad overpass in Pattersonville west to county line.
This project is currently funded by a Clean Air Clean Water Bond Act Grant and will be matched with County
funds.
Develop public boat access west of Lock 9.
Develop shoreline-fishing access along Bike-Hike Trail.

25.

Preserve Open Space Land
Develop program to provide incentives that will result in preservation of farmland. (policy issue to discuss with TB)
Develop program for the protection of the scenic vistas west of Campbell Rd. Develop a viewshed ordinance to
protect view shed along the Mohawk River and Rotterdam Hills by prohibiting clear cutting of trees and vegetation.

CITY OF SCHENECTADY
Within the City of Schenectady, the majority of land uses will remain consistent with existing development. Emphasis on
riverfront uses will be to improve the existing Riverside Park and to extend the existing walking path to reach into the East
Front Street neighborhood and beyond to Freemans Bridge if it is possible to obtain the needed land or easements.
Revitalization of the East Front Street neighborhood is commencing as the result of a NYS EPF grant to examine potential for
waterfront development in Scotia and this neighborhood. A development team has proposed renovating existing houses and
creating eight new higher density, owner occupied units, coupled with riverfront access for the balance of the neighborhood.
Change in land use should occur in the 60-acre ALCO Industrial Park to revitalize this blighted and underutilized property with
a mix of housing and commercial uses that take advantage of its riverfront access as well as some industrial uses that will
remain.
The City’s continued effort to revitalize downtown is being pursued on many fronts. Building façade renovation is being
encouraged through matching grants administered by DSIC and funded by the Schenectady Metroplex Development
Authority. Incentives to have new businesses reoccupy existing buildings on the first floor and offices or residential dwellings
on the upper floors has been funded by a $200,000 New York State Main Street Grant. Proposed projects in the City of
Schenectady include:
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26.

Riverside Park Renovation
Connect Riverside Park to Front Street Park/Union Boathouse and to the potential riverside development in
East Front Street neighborhood. Property acquisition has recently been completed by the city to enable this
connection.
Extend the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail from Riverside Technology Park along Maxon Road to
Freemans Bridge.

27.

Promote Historic Tourism
Coordinate historic tourism efforts with the Stockade Association, Mabee Farm (Schenectady County
Historical Society), Flint House (Village of Scotia) etc.
Use trolley or shuttle service to move people from the river to historic sites with tours that emphasize Erie
Canal History through highlighting remaining canal features.

28.

Revitalize the East Front Street Neighborhood
Using the now completed market and feasibility study and implement a revitalization strategy for the
neighborhood using the riverfront as a catalyst. Establish a dock facility with marine services that connects
via the riverwalk to the Stockade and downtown. Promote Schenectady as an overnight harbor alternative to
Amsterdam and Waterford.
Recently modified zoning encourages mixed-use development and B&Bs in the East Front Street
neighborhood.

29.

Revitalize Downtown
Redesign and narrow Erie Boulevard to make it more pedestrian friendly; add boulevard landscaping and
incorporate a pedestrian/bike path “Erie Towpath”.
Rebuild Amtrak Station Inter-modal Center as proposed at the corner of State and Erie Boulevard.
Reinvest in lower State Street/Erie Boulevard and SCCC area, façade programs, small business incentives.
Examine area for potential expansion of SCCC.
Utilize DSIC, Chamber of Schenectady County, and Metroplex Development Authority to foster and
implement redevelopment strategies, along with State funding programs.
Reintroduce housing on upper levels of existing stock and new construction.

30.

Assist the Schenectady High School Crew to Identify a New Boathouse Location
Assist the Schenectady High School Crew Team to find a location for a new boathouse.

VILLAGE OF SCOTIA
Enhancements are proposed for the popular Collins and Freedom Parks. A new thrust in Historic Tourism will depend on
further development of the Flint House and other historic Village sites along with regional development of historic destination
points. There are new development opportunities utilizing a Village-owned 5-acre riverfront site and adjacent private holdings
bounded by the railroad tracks, Collins Park, and the river. These holdings include the large Piotrowski parcel, which adjoins
the riverfront. Efforts should be made to link these areas with the nearby Central Business District (CBD) and the existing park
activities. An existing bikeway spur will be incorporated in the Blueway Trail with improved access to the Western Gateway
Bridge, the CBD, the Flint House, and points west along the river. All efforts would be linked to the ongoing, master plandriven, revitalization of the CBD.
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A development feasibility and market study was completed in March 2009 document the physical and economic
feasibility of developing water dependent or enhanced uses.(i.e., dock, marina, housing, retail, commercial, crew boat house)
on the Village-owned and adjoining private holdings. This study also documented the physical and manmade limitations on the
development or redevelopment of land in this area, including wetlands, flood plain areas, and electrical transmission line
easements.
The majority of land uses within the Village of Scotia will remain consistent with existing development patterns. Proposed
waterfront development projects include:

31.

Restore the River Walk and River Bank

The highest priority project is the restoration of the river bank. The reclamation project will restore riverbank that has been
eroded away, particularly by early spring ice flows on the Mohawk River. The huge slabs of ice have scoured away large
quantities of the Scotia riverfront. The Waterfront project that piggy-backs in an ideal way with this project is the section of the
River Walk, located on top of the newly restored bank, from Washington Ave, to Jumpin’ Jack’s. This project has received
funding through the Federal Emergency Management Agency and bank stabilization will begin in September 2009.

32.

Improve the Boulevard Entry

The next priority should address the circulation on and around Kiwanis Way. This project would involve extending Livingston
Avenue to Kiwanis Way and the construction of a boulevard from a point approximately 190 linear feet north of Schonowee
Avenue to the point where Kiwanis Way meets the baseball field. This circulation improvement will allow the Village to control
the flow of traffic within the park more efficiently at the times of high use special events. Following these events, exiting traffic
would be directed to leave via Livingston Avenue and Washington Avenue northbound. This would also be an appropriate
project to try one of the alternative funding approaches to offset an existing Village expense.

33.

Improve Freedom and Collins Parks

Collins Park is 54-acre site hosting traditional park activities. Rehabilitation of existing facilities (basketball courts, tennis
courts, ball fields, and picnic facilities) is a priority, along with the addition of a handicapped-capped accessible trail and fishing
pier, a community pavilion/picnic area, public restrooms, and a raised boardwalk nature trail over the wetlands habitat at the
Collins Creek outlet of the lake. Improved signs, self guided tour maps, and kiosks will also improve this area and support the
connection to the Village’s Central Business District and riverfront.
Freedom Park, which is directly adjacent to Collins Park, is the site of more than 30 free, large-scale entertainment
events each summer with crowds totaling more than 50,000 each year. Restrooms to serve the general public are not
available at the venue; construction of public restrooms is a priority at this park. On-going improvements to the stage lighting
and sound systems to accommodate a wider variety of shows should also be accelerated.
The Village must also address the expansion and reorganization of existing parking within Collins Park and Freedom
Park. Specifically, this project would include a new parking lot at the southern end of the Village parcel at the eastern end of
Collins Park to primarily serve the Meadow, but also to serve the greater park area. Reorganized parking areas include the
small parking area at the roller hockey rink; the dirt parking surrounding the baseball field and at the beach/boat launch area;
and expanded parking at the library.
The Village should seek a partnership with the Scotia-Glenville Central Schools for provision of visitor parking on school
grounds during special events when existing parking facilities close to the waterfront are insufficient. Bus or jitney service from
remote parking lots to the waterfront should be included in this partnership.
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34.

Implement Projects along the Eastern Waterfront

Projects east of Washington Avenue include overflow parking (envisioned as a grass area to be used for the large events on
Pietrowski property), trailhead parking east of the sewage pump station, and improvement to the Mohawk-Hudson Trail,
including drainage improvements at the railroad underpass.

35.

Improve the Collins Park Promenade

The promenade from Collins Street to Rotary Way is also a priority. Combined with the promenade already in place on the
south side of Collins Park (which needs less improvement) and sidewalk improvements between Collins Street and North
Ballston Avenue planned by the Downtown Business Improvement District, this project represents a signature parkland
element that will link Collins and Freedom Parks with the central business district. A broad, textured walkway, combined with
trees lining both sides of the walkway, informational kiosks and decorative/interpretative signage, transition to the existing walk
on the south edge of Collins Park, cross walks across Schonowee Avenue and Jumpin’ Jack’s frontage establish a safe,
pleasing pedestrian/bicycle link to the Scotia central business district.

36.

Improve the Northeast Corner of Collins Park

Walkways are proposed in northeast corner of Collins Park. These trails would be more in the character of nature trails and
would be intended to provide a hiking opportunity within Collins Park, as well as a link to Quinlin Park, further north on
Washington Avenue, at the east end of Collins Lake, and a link to the future nature trails on the Pietrowski property.

37.

Improve the Northwest Corner of Collins Park

The final project is the remaining footpaths in the Northwest corner of Collins Park. These trails, envisioned as more walking
trails than nature trails, would have multi-seasonal versatility, and provide opportunity to interpret and appreciate a wetland
area along the shoreline of Collins Lake.

38.

Implement Longer-Term Parks Improvement Projects

Other projects for longer term implementation include informational kiosks; westward dock expansion at Scotia Landing;
enhancement of the car-top boat launch; a World Trade Center memorial; land and waterside camping areas; enhancement of
the tree-lined walk on the north side of Shonowee Avenue by adding benches, trash receptacles, etc.; and a pavilion with
restrooms at The Meadows.
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Figure 24. Proposed waterfront projects within the Mohawk River Waterfront Area.
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SECTION IV: IMPLEMENTATION
Section VI details the methods and tools that are recommended to implement the projects discussed previously in the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Plan. It is
recommended that a Waterfront Advisory Committee be established in each participating community to champion the implementation of the plan. This can be a standalone
committee or might utilize the Planning Board as the committee. Establish a Waterfront Advisory Committee in each Community to champion the implementation of the
plan. This can be a standalone committee or you can use the Planning Board as the committee. Activities of the Committee can be:
a.

Advise municipal leaders and boards and legislators on priorities, work assignments, timetables and budget requirements.

b.

Seek funding for projects identified in the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Plan

c.

Coordinate with local boards, Planning, Zoning, Historic, nonprofits and community groups to implement the plan.

d.

Monitor progress of actions to implement the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Plan.

e.

Implement public education/ interpretation projects

Municipalities may find that there are other techniques or organizational structures that may be more effective as the implementation process evolves over time. Some of
the techniques, such as the zoning changes that will prevent the development of uses that are incompatible with the riverfront, should be enacted as soon as possible. At
the same time, other techniques will not be implemented until some initial progress is made on directing riverfront revitalization in compliance with the land use guidance
identified in the plan. For all projects described, a more detailed work plan will be developed to successfully implement the project. This will include obtaining all permits,
leases and all other approvals required from the NYS Canal Corporation and other relevant regulatory agencies.

IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE AND POTENTIAL FUNDING
Project

Timeline

Potential Funding Sources

Town of Glenville
1.

Freemans Bridge Road/Mohawk Riverfront area
(Freemans Bridge Road/Dutch Meadows Master Plan)

Complete

2.

Develop Maalwyck Master Plan

Short Term

State & federal funding sources (i.e., NYS Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation, NYS Division of Coastal Resources, EPF
Waterfront Revitalization, Member Item Initiatives)
Same as above.

3.

Improve and expand the Mohawk Hudson Bike-Hike Trail

Long Term

Same as above.

4.

Beautify Exit 26 Gateway

Complete

5.

Improve Lock 9

Long Term

6.

Rehabilitate Freemans Bridge Boat Launch

Complete

7.

Promote Historic Tourism/Festivals/Events

On going
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Project

Timeline

Potential Funding Sources

8.
9.

Expand Utilities
Preserve Open Space Lands

Complete
On going

Same as above.
Same as above.

10.

Riverfront Recreation Commercial

On going

Same as above.

Town of Niskayuna
11.

Improve Aqueduct Park

On going

Same as above.

12.

Improve Lions Railroad Park

Long Term

Same as above.

13.

Develop Plan For Future Use Of Town Landfill

Long Term

Same as above.

14.

Renovate Lock 7 Park

Long Term

Same as above.

15.

Promote Historic Tourism

On going

Same as above.

16.

Assist Niskayuna Crew Team Identify New Boat House Location

Long Term

Same as above.

17.

Preserve Open Space Lands

On going

Same as above.

18.

Develop Bike-Hike Trail Connections

Long Term

Same as above.

Renovate Kiwanis Rotterdam Park/Boat Launch

Complete

Same as above.

20.

Protect the Aquifer and Wellhead

On going

Same as above.

21.

Enhance Gateway Landing

Long Term

Same as above.

22.

Promote Historic Tourism

On going

Same as above.

23.

Encourage Economic Development

On going

Same as above.

24.

Improve Recreation Opportunities

On going

Same as above.

25.

Preserve Open Space Land

On going

Same as above.

Town of Rotterdam
19.

City of Schenectady
26.

Renovate Riverside Park

Short Term

Same as above.

27.

Promote Historic Tourism

On going

Same as above.

28.

Revitalize East Front Street Neighborhood

Short Term

Same as above.

29.

Revitalize Downtown

On going

Same as above.

30.

Assist Schenectady Crew Team Find New Boathouse Location

Long Term

Same as above.

In process

Funding secured (FEMA grant)

Village of Scotia
31.

Restore the Riverwalk and River Bank
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Project

Timeline

Potential Funding Sources

32.

Improve the Boulevard Entry

Long Term

Same as above.

33.

Improve Freedom and Collins Parks, Including Parking

Short Term

Funding secured (FEMA grant)

34.

Implement Projects Along The Eastern Waterfront

Mid Term

Same as above.

35.

Improve the Collins Park Promenade

Mid Term

Same as above.

36.

Improve the Northeast Corner of Collins Park

Short Term

Same as above.

37.

Improve the Northwest Corner of Collins Park

Short Term

Same as above.

38.

Implement Longer-Term Parks Improvement Projects

Long Term

Same as above.
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PROPOSED LOCAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS
The Intermunicipal Watershed Board has examined existing regulations to identify potential updates that may increase the
effective enforcement of the regulations, to better monitor of land uses, and to establish a penalty section that will be more of a
deterrent to property owner or renters’ practices that could potentially pollute the aquifer. The following section details the
proposed changes to existing laws and regulations that should be made to implement this plan and improve the Mohawk River
Waterfront Revitalization Area.

TOWN OF GLENVILLE
The Town of Glenville’s zoning in its waterfront area promotes overall policies to preserve farmland and natural resource areas
and encourage waterfront development in certain areas. A zoning district unique to Glenville is the Riverfront
Recreation/Commercial district. The intent of this district is to facilitate development of water dependent or enhanced uses
along the river. The zoning focuses waterfront development in five areas where existing water dependent uses or areas
abutting existing developments can be enhanced by additional waterfront development.
A Waterfront Planned Development District (WPD) is another zoning option in Glenville. The WPD District, operating as a
floating zone, is designed to provide flexible residential and8or commercial development with predominantly water dependent
or water enhanced uses.
Areas that are sensitive wetland environments or farmlands in the floodplain have been zoned Land Conservation to
protect them from development.
Commercial and business zoning along Route 5, Freemans Bridge Road, Maple Avenue and Alplaus Avenue has been
focused to concentrate new development or redevelopment in areas of existing non-residential uses and the regulations
generally encourage “clean” uses to avoid potential impacts to the ecosystem.

TOWN OF NISKAYUNA
Potential changes in zoning should be considered in the future for the car salvage operation on Aqueduct Road that abuts
Aqueduct Park if this land use were to go out of business or an opportunity to acquire it or redevelop it into a water dependent
or enhanced use. Given it location adjoining parkland and the river a water dependent or enhanced use could be a long term
asset to the community if the auto salvage yard were to go out of business.
Farm Land or Open Space preservation should be considered to preserve Niska Isle and the current agricultural uses in
this area along Rosendale Road. Other land use controls recommended would be to establish regulations to limit the amount
of river bank that can be disturbed to provide access to the river, and establish a minimum depth from the top of bank within
which native vegetation shall not be cut or disturbed to preserve bank stability and avoid erosion and sedimentation of the river
bank.

TOWN OF ROTTERDAM
The proposed zone changes between Campbell Road, Rice Road, Lock 8, and I-890 to Land Conservation is consistent with
the Intermunicipal Watershed policy to protect the wellheads of the Schenectady and Rotterdam water supply. The Town has
also indicated that it will entertain additional zoning recommendations that may result from the formulation of the waterfront
revitalization program.
The Town of Rotterdam recently adopted a Comprehensive Plan that recommends zoning changes in the west end the
Waterfront Revitalization Area to up zone areas within the wellhead protection area for the Rotterdam Junction wellfield from
Retail Business and General Business to residential. The plan also recommends changing the zoning of Route 5S property
owned by Schenectady County and the Schenectady County Historical Society from General Business to Agricultural. The
Town should examine the permitted use and special uses to be sure that the existing uses of the Mabee Farm and the County
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property can be accommodated within this zoning district or modify the permitted uses to permit their continued use if
appropriate. South of the Schenectady International plant zone changes are proposed as follows: Rezone the retail business
district on Route 5S in Lower Rotterdam Junction to reflect the existing residential land use, and change the Industrial zoning
for the former Bonded Concrete gravel mine and the auto junkyard located, next to the Bike hike trail and the former Erie
Canal to Land Conservation. The plan proposes to change the zoning of the Island of the Cayugas, and all land east of the
Exit 26 Bridge and north of I-890 to Land Conservation. This is appropriate given the constraints being bounded by the river
and I-890. The comprehensive plan is proposing to change the zoning of the land west of the Interchange-State owned land to
Land Conservation and the privately owned land would remain B-2, but the Town should consider a zoning change from B-2
General Business to Waterfront Business District to encourage water dependent or enhanced business use given the flood
plain constraints.
The proposed zone changes between Campbell Road, Rice Road, Lock 8, and I-890 from I-2 Heavy Industrial to Land
Conservation is consistent with the Intermunicipal Watershed policy to protect the wellheads of the Schenectady and
Rotterdam water supply.

CITY OF SCHENECTADY
The rezoned East Front Street neighborhood Waterfront District would allow mixed use residential and small-scale
commercial/retail uses to attract people to use and enjoy the waterfont. Zoning for the Nott Street Industrial Park was rezoned
from an Industrial District to allow for mixed use development and more intense and larger scale water dependent or water
enhanced uses. Some of the eastern end of the Park, away from the river may be changed back M-2 because of the difficulty
associated with relocating existing manufacturing uses. Because of its previous industrial use the streets and infrastructure
have an inherent capacity for higher intensity uses.

VILLAGE OF SCOTIA
The east side of Washington Avenue is zoned Business Residence, and the remaining lands to the east, Piotrowski farmland,
the Conrail Tracks to the eastern Village line is zoned Industrial. The 2004 market and feasibility study recommended this area
to be rezoned from Business Residence and Industrial to a waterfront overlay zone or a waterfront zoning district that would
foster sound waterfront development in the area. The presence of State regulated wetlands and potential for development of
water related or enhanced uses should be included in this review.
In addition, creating a Parks and Open Space zoning district would more accurately reflect the recreational areas of
Freedom Park, Collins Park and Quinlan Park that are currently zoned single residence.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
In May 2000, a 42-member Riverfront Advisory Committee was formed. This committee comprised representatives from state,
regional and local organizations, municipal officials, river neighborhood representatives, local environmental groups, the
Chamber of Commerce, and local educational institutions. The purpose of the committee was to review the initial inventory
and analysis of the Mohawk River land and water uses and identify key issues and opportunities in each community. The
committee then held public meetings in each of the participating riverfront communities in order to allow for community input
into the process to develop the Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Plan and develop a list of specific projects for each
community that would enhance the recreational, historic/cultural activities and guide the development of future uses along the
river.
The inventory and analysis phase was conducted during the spring and summer of 2000, including a river tour on-board
the Grand Erie on July 10, 2000. This river tour was attended by approximately 20 committee members and allowed these
members to view the activities and waterfront organizations from the river itself. A boater survey at three launches was
conducted in August of 2000. Issues and opportunities were also identified by the Committee and communities during the
summer of 2000.
Public Informational meetings were held in the five riverfront communities to review the draft inventory and analysis,
issues and opportunities and proposed projects and activities. Small breakout groups were convened at each meeting; these
breakout groups provided input on the issues facing their individual community and the riverfront activities that they wanted to
see move forward. The comments received from the more than 150 residents and businesses that attended these meetings
were incorporated into this plan.
Further study of the Schenectady and Scotia waterfront was also conducted as part of the Market and Feasibility Study
funded by the Division of Coastal Resources under a Title 11 EPF grant in 2003 and 2004. This study included numerous
public meetings to examine details of projects proposed for these sections of the riverfront. Scotia’s plans were further refined
in a 2008-09 CDTC-funded design study that through further public input refined the proposed Scotia waterfront projects that
have been incorporated within this final report.
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