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PUBLIC NOTICE OF
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
PUBLIC MEETINGS
CITY OF SCHENECTADY
2010-2014 CONSOLIDATED PLAN

TO ALL CONCERNED CITIZENS:

Two public meetings on housing and community development needs will be held on the
following dates and at the following locations:

Public Hearing #1: Wednesday, September 30, 2009
at 6:00pm
at State Street Presbyterian Church

(5 Catherine Street)

Public Hearing #2: Thursday, October 8, 2009
at 6:00pm
in Room 110 of City Hall

All interested citizens are encouraged to participate at the most convenient public meeting to
express opinions on what types of activities should be funded under the Federal Consolidated
Plan for FY 2010-2014, and on the general funding needs of the City of Schenectady as it relates
to the Consolidated Plan.

For more information, please contact Richard Purga, Acting Director, Department of
Development, 382-5147.
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Identified Needs

City staff held a public meeting on Wednesday, September 30, 2009 at 6pm at State Street Presbyterian.
The needs identified by the community for the investment strategy are listed below.

Families and Youth:

e Activities for families and adults

* More youth recreation programs/facilities ****

e Community center support

* Senior citizens- needs transportation

* Focus on children and youth- Youth taskforce revitalized “Schenectady’s Promise”
* Transition programs

* Nonprofit support/faith

* Family/youth programs

*  Community based non-profit programs

Housing

* Housing rehabilitation for homeowners **

*  Demolition *

* Boarded up, burned houses (vacant buildings) ***

* Affordable housing (taxes) *

* Landlords- absentee
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* Homeowners assistance

* Abandoned property

* Absentee landlords

* Drug activity

¢ Sidewalks/curbs

* Law/code enforcement

* Abandoned houses are not maintained, cleaned up **

* Code enforcement process — how does the $ get spent **
* More effective code enforcement **

* Fix up the abandoned housing and sell it as affordable housing *

Infrastructure

* Sidewalk program

e Sewer issues

* Sidewalks, streets, curbs- so people don’t walk in street ******

*  Snow removal- salt sidewalks *

* Resurfacing Brandywine avenue

* Revitalize Catherine to Brandywine

* Street lighting between Brandywine and McClellan- not light enough, unsafe to walk *
* Snow and Ice removal on side streets is inadequate *

* Main streets are kept cleaned but not side streets

* Snow is piled on the crosswalks

* Priority for sidewalk repair- how are the sidewalks and streets picked *
*  Wrong areas are getting repaired *
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Jobs and Employment

Economic development and business incentives ****

Economic Development — livable wage, accessible jobs

Economic opportunity and stability of residents (more businesses) **
Jobs needed for returning prisoners

Neighborhood

Better policing **

Investment in look of neighborhoods i.e. Facade improvements **
Quality of life issues

Park programming

Fix residential areas first (streets, landscapes, etc). Make them and keep them livable
Parks (Moyston St) *

Smoking (Parks, Schools) *

Neighborhoods

Crime

Drugs (community policing)

Playground at Vale cemetery and Moyston ***

* denotes the importance level of the need.

Christine Primiano, the Principal Planner, and Jesmarie Soto, Economic Development Program
Coordinator, met with department heads during August and September 2008.

The following needs were identified:
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Demolition

Infrastructure — paving

Rehabilitation programs for homeowner occupied homes and seniors
Homeownership Incentives

City-wide code and law enforcement sweeps

Green, Universally designed homes

Economic Development — jobs and business incentives

Parks and recreation
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In addition, Mrs. Primiano and Mrs. Soto met with CARES Inc., United Way, and SICM to determine
the housing and community needs from their perspective. These groups identified the following needs:
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Housing for homeless, especially families

Affordable safe and decent housing

The addition of mental health treatment facilities

Focus on preventative efforts and sustainability of programs developed during the Stimulus, such
as Rapid Rehousing.

Economic Development. Jobs are necessity to create stable environments.

Education and Literacy

Lead Poisoning

Youth

Basic Human Needs

10. Homeownership strategy
11. Demolition

During the community outreach for the City Of Schenectady Comprehensive plan 2020, residents
identified the following issues:1

Codes- enforcement should be zero tolerance. If this means more officers- then hire them. Codes
need to be enforced fairly and aggressively

Address nuisances like garbage, speeding, animals, noise, littering and loitering.

Reduce absentee ownership by treating landlords harshly when they violate codes, creating
incentives for local people to buy investment property or two-family homes.

Address city property abandonment law and abandonment issues created by tax lien sales.

There is a need to demolish some existing housing stock and replace it with a more
contemporary housing choice

Need more user-friendly housing for seniors and seniors in a mixed use and walkable area.

The Key issues identified by housing providers include the lack of affordable housing, impact of
high property taxes, homebuyer credit issues, and code enforcement

Sewers, roads and sidewalks need improving. Emphasis should be placed on fixing flooding
Key roads are not pedestrian friendly

More frequent trash receptacles are needed on main streets and in the parks

More lighting is needed on side street

1 City of Schenectady Comprehensive Plan 2020. Community Profile, 58
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January 11, 2010

Consolidated Plan Public Hearing Comments

At a public hearing held in relation to the 2010-2014 Consolidated Plan on Monday, January 11, 2010
comments were received from the following:

1) Reverend Phillip N. Grigsby, Director of Schenectady Inner City Mission — Reverend Grigsby
commented on the following: City progress in the public participation process, the need for
continued citizen participation, updates needed in the HIV/AIDS section of the Consolidated
Plan as well as the need for additional updates needed in other areas of the plan, and
recommendations regarding proposed Investor Targets

2) Reverend Michael Hogan — Reverend Hogan commented on the City’s housing crisis, the
housing needs of the low- to moderate-income population, the relation of the crime crisis to the
housing crisis, and issues related to the detrimental reputation of the Schenectady City School
District.

3) Jason Planck (Disability Advocate) — comments from Mr. Planck were in relation to perceived
“holes” in the Consolidated Plan in regards to persons with disabilities.



PUBLIC COMMENT
ON THE

2010-2014
CONSOLIDATED PLAN

All public comments expressed were accepted and presented in the
Consolidated Plan.

All funded projects/programs in the 2010 Action Plan meet one or more
outcomes with related investor result targets and implementor target

areas.

Comments that did not result in funded projects/programs in the 2010-
2011 Consolidated Plan Action Plan were due to (1) a lack of available
funding, (2) exceeding the regulatory cap for public service activities of
15%, and (3) the funding priorities of the commentator were different

than that of the Schenectady City Council.



Richard F. Homenick, Executive Director
Richard G. Delta Ratta, Counsel

375 Broadway, Schenectady, New York 12305 » (518) 386-7000

Board of Conumnissioners Diane Herrmann, Chairperson
Edward J. Kosiur Marion Porterfield Alfred Goldberger Alberta Madonna Joan Iohnson Mary Brown

April 12, 2010

Hon. Brian U. Stratton
Mayor, City of Schenectady
Jay Street, City Hall
Schenectady, NY 12301

Dear Mayor Stratton:

Re: 2010 Proposed Consolidated Plan
Yates Village Public Safety Camera Project

Thank you for accepting and considering the Schenectady Municipal Housing
Authority’s funding request to install closed circuit cameras on Yates Village Public
Housing property in the Northside/Van Vranken Avenue neighborhood of the City of
Schenectady.

Although our application was not among those selected for funding, | do
understand there are many priority projects and very limited funds.

This project is consistent with the “Schenectady 2020 Comprehensive Plan,” and
it would be a privilege to have your full support as we continue our efforts to fund this

project by way of other sources.

Yours sincerely,

AN
\
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Richard E. Homenick
Executive Director

cc.  File
Richard E. Purga, Acting Director, Department of Development
Gary R. McCarthy, City Council President

FAX(518) 372-0812 Mainienaece HOTLINE (5]18) 372-5896 TP (578) 372-6148
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Richard Purga, Mayor Brian Stratton, Members of the City Council

FROM: Jeffrey Clark, Habitat For Humanity — Beverly Burnett, Community Land
Trust of Schenectady — Vickie Hurewitz — Ellie Pepper — Ed August, Better
Neighborhoods, Inc.

RE: Consolidated Plan — 2010-2014

Date: April 19, 2010

Upon review of the 2010-2014 DRAFT Consolidated Plan there is a consensus of
opinion by the above parties that there are some points within the plan we would
appreciate to be considered for review and/or revision:

* Renewal of the Schenectady Home Improvement Program (SHIP) — As you
are aware, many of the homes in the city were constructed at the turn of the
century. Consequently there needs to be a financial means and method by
which we can assist homeowners in the rehabilitation of their dwelling unit.
The SHIP program accounted for many housing units being successfully
rehabbed in prior years and we would recommend it to be re-instituted.

e Weatherization/Rehabilitation: Habitat for Humanity would like to be
considered as a source to administer a weatherization program within the
city in conjunction with a rehabilitation program that would be targeted to
families below 80% AMI.

e Ten (10) units per year —rehabilitation: We feel this should be Increased to
fifteen (15) units per year, based upon our experience in this area of need.
Will the units to be rehabilitated be required to be owner occupied?

* NIMBYISM: We feel this does not apply. None of the agencies participating
in this document have ever encountered NIMBYSIM in their work.

e HUD regulations for housing rehab (lead abatement/asbestos removal) make
it financially unrealistic to complete housing units within budget.

e Lead Base Paint: As stated in the Plan, 95% of the City’s housing stack was
built prior to 1978, which indicates most homes contain lead paint. We
would like to see a system adopted to track those homes that have been
cleared of lead paint. It is imperative that we provide a data base for homes
that have had lead paint abatement procedures implemented.

e High costs of construction: Are there alternate methods of construction that
can be adopted to reduce the high costs we are experiencing.

“A Not-For-Profit Corporation Dedicated to Fair Housing for All”
www.better-neighborhoods.org




CONSOLIDATED PLAN —COND’T.

Reduction in housing units: We agree and feel this is a good practice to put
in place.

Property/School taxes: This is a barrier to home ownership. There needs to
be a plan put into practice to allow for a reduction in the assessment roles,
especially for targeted income homeowners/buyers.

Deed restriction: Should be either — a deed restriction or a lien, not both.
Strategy for housing: We recommend the establishment of a Housing Task
Force.

The city has a commitment to affordable housing: It is not identified in the
plan.



