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PRESS RELEASE

City of Schenectady Awarded ‘Smart 50
Award’ for 2017 Smart City Report
SCHENECTADY – Mayor Gary McCarthy announced that the City of Schenectady was
honored with a ‘Smart 50 Award’ on Monday night at the Smart Cities Connect Conference and
Expo in Kansas City, Missouri. The event is the largest gathering of smart IoT technology
companies in North America and recognizes smart cities initiatives from around the world. The
City of Schenectady earned this global recognition for the 2017 Schenectady Smart City Report.1
“The Schenectady Smart City Report is an important tool to guide our understanding and
momentum of Smart City initiatives, and to create a platform that will help share data and
associated trends to ultimately open up dialogue for potential solutions and improvements,”
Mayor McCarthy said. “These initiatives represent the utilization of data and technology to
improve the effectiveness of the delivery of municipal services to our residents.”
The Smart 50 Awards, hosted annually by Smart Cities Connect, the Smart Cities Connect
Foundation, and US Ignite, recognize global smart cities projects, honoring the most innovative
and influential work. This year, the primary categories included governance, mobility, energy,
citizen life, and networks.2
The City of Schenectady 2017 Smart City Report received The Horizon Award for
demonstrating foundational and inspiring groundwork for future smart cities projects.
Schenectady’s Innovation and Performance Specialist Eric Shannon attended the conference to
receive the award on behalf of the city.
“This report not only helps city employees coordinate with other departments, but also helps
residents, businesses, and community organizations understand details of our initiatives, enabling
them to provide direct feedback,” Eric Shannon said. “I would like to thank Smart Cities
Connect for this award, Mayor McCarthy for his leadership and vision, our Smart City Advisory
Commission, and all the city staff who helped put together the Smart City Report.”
“It is wonderful to see the City of Schenectady getting global recognition for the hard work that’s
being done to move the city forward,” said John DeAugustine, Publisher of The Daily Gazette
and member of the Smart City Advisory Commission.
“Emerging smart city technologies have the potential to revolutionize the way cities conduct
operations by enabling ways to gather and utilize complex data and to make the city environment
more livable, workable, and sustainable,” said Mark Little, Chair of the Smart City Advisory
Commission. “It is an exciting time in Schenectady and Mayor McCarthy has positioned the city
to lead in the development of smart technology.”

-30Please see attached photo:
From left to right: Laura Benold Managing Editor, Smart Cities Connect Media & Research;
Eric Shannon, City of Schenectady Innovation and Performance Specialist; Richard Erb
Executive Director, Smart Cities Innovation Summit.
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https://www.cityofschenectady.com/505/Schenectady-Smart-City
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